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by David M i l l a r  

DIGminents s p g c i a l i s t e s  de l ' h i s  t o i r e  s o c i a l e  ont  indiqug q u ' i l  G t a i t  
c a p i t a l  'd' p t i l i s e r  d ' a u t r e s  documents que ceux de 1 ' 6 l i t e  et de 1' administra-  
t i o n  pour r s d i g e r  l ' h i s t o i r e  d'une na t ion .  L ' h i s t o i r e  o r a l e  c o n s t i t u e  donc 
une resource ind ispensable  pour l ' h i s t o i r e  e t  a  ouver t  des champs de recherche 
nouveaux e t  r i c h e s  dans qua t r e  domaines p a r t i c u l i e r s  de I ' h i s t o i r e  s o c i a l e  du 
Canada. I1 s ' a g i t  de l ' h i s t o i r e  des t r a v a i l e u r s ,  du mouvement synd ica l ,  des 
femmes e t  de l a  f ami l l e .  Dans c e t  a r t i c l e ,  l ' a u t e u r  Gvalue l e s  p o i n t s  f o r t s  
e t  l e s  f a i b l e s s e s  de l a  recherche a c t u e l l e  en h i s t o i r e  o r a l e ;  il suggsre 
d ' a u t r e s  champs de recherche e t  donne en modsle aux chercheurs canadiens des 
p r o j e t s  prGcis d ' h i s t o i r e  o r a l e  e f f e c t u g s  2 1 1 6 t r a n g e r .  En conclusion l ' a u t e u r  
i n s i s t e  s u r  l a  nGcessitG d 'en t reprendre  des p r o j e t s  p l u s  r igoureux a f i n  dlGlever  
ces recherches au dessus de l a  simple anecdote; pour c e l a ,  il faudra  main ten i r  
l e s  6changes e n t r e  l e s  h i s t o r i e n s  amateurs e t  p ro fe s s ionne l s .  

"Memory i s  t h e  th read  of pe r sona l  i d e n t i t y ;  h i s t o r y ,  of publ ic . "  Thus 
the  eminent American h i s t o r i a n  Richard Hofs tad ter  c o n t r a s t s  t h e  merely p r i v a t e  
and anecdota l  wi th  t h e  wider f a b r i c  of s o c i a l  h i s t o r y .  H i s  l e g i t i m a t e  profes-  
s i o n a l  concern w i t h  t h e  interweaving of many threads  of i d e n t i t y  i n t o  t h e  
l a r g e r  p a t t e r n s  t h a t  we c a l l  h i s t o r i c a l  a n a l y s i s  should n o t  b l i n d  us  t o  t h e  
importance of t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  l i f e  s t o r y .  The h i s t o r y  of a  war, t o  take  one 
example, i s  n o t  merely t h e  sum of combatant experiences;  but  i f  t he se  a r e  
excluded, c r u c i a l  elements of t h e  human experience have been l o s t .  The d is -  
t i n c t i o n  between ind iv idua l  memoir and s o c i a l  h i s t o r y  is  r e a l ,  b u t  should n o t  
be pushed t o  extremes. The "new s o c i a l  h i s t o r y "  i n  B r i t a i n  and America (and 
inc reas ing ly  i n  Canada) has  convincingly demonstrated t h e  need t o  go beyond 
o f f i c i a l  documents and t h e  w r i t t e n  memoirs of t h e  n a t i o n a l  e l i t e .  E.P. 
Thompson, E r i c  Hobsbawm, Raphael Samuel, J i l l  Liddington and J i l l  Nor r i s ,  Paul  
Thompson, Herbert  Gutman, Staughton and Mary Lynd -- t o  name only a  few -- 
have shown what e x c i t i n g  n a r r a t i v e s ,  a n a l y s i s ,  and pe r spec t ives  i n  popular  
c u l t u r e ,  can emerge by g iv ing  a  voice  t o  t h e  previous ly  v o i c e l e s s  "rank and 
f i l e 1 '  of soc i e ty .  In  Canada t o o ,  i t  i s  now over a  decade s i n c e  h i s t o r i a n s  
l i k e  Stan Mealing c a l l e d  f o r  c l o s e r  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  unconscious c l a s s  b i a s  
of documentary evidence; whi le  Maurice Careless  urged t h e  exp lo ra t ion  of a  
mul t i tude  of r i c h ,  deeply rooted " l o c a l  i d e n t i t i e s " .  A few n a t i o n a l  p o l i t i -  
c iansand businessmen, they warned, a r e  i n s u f f i c i e n t  m a t e r i a l s  w i th  which t o  
make a  h i s t o r y ,  l e t  a lone a  c u l t u r e .  

E thn ic  h i s t o r i a n s  have emphasized t h a t  we must l i s t e n  t o  t h e  many vo ices ,  
t h e  polyphony, of Canada's " v e r t i c a l  mosaic". H i s to r i ans  of women and t h e  
family have begun t o  show t h a t  h i s t o r y  must undergo a  s o r t  of Copernican 
revolu t ion ;  t h e  whole shape of h i s t o r y  may change i f  t h e  c e n t r a l  viewpoint i s  
s h i f t e d  away form t h a t  of t he  masculine e l i t e .  I n  a l l  of t h e s e  e n t e r p r i s e s  



t he  o r a l  h i s t o r i a n  -- inc luding  t h e  amateur who t akes  some ca re  i n  no t ing  the  
provenance and circumstances of the  o r a l  i n t e rv i ew -- can make a s i g n i f i c a n t  
con t r ibu t ion .  

There a r e  f o u r  a r eas  of Canadian s o c i a l  h i s t o r y  i n  which o r a l  h i s t o r y  
has opened up e x c i t i n g  p o s s i b i l i t i e s .  These a r e  t h e  h i s t o r y  of organized and 
unorganized workers, of women and of the  family.  These a r e  broad h i s t o r i c a l  
undertakings.  Yet o r a l  h i s t o r y ,  however humble, can g r e a t l y  a i d  t h e  profes-  
s i o n a l  i n  h i s l h e r  t h r e e  e s s e n t i a l  t a s k s :  t o  f i n d  what is  s i g n i f i c a n t ,  t o  
c o n t r a s t  i t  wi th  what i s  t y p i c a l ,  and t o  c o l l a t e  what evidence i s  r e l evan t  
t o  t hese  two l i n e s  of ana lys i s .  Indeed, some p a r t  of each t a s k  may be accom- 
p l i shed  i n  t h e  o r a l  in te rv iew i t s e l f .  

The most promising model f o r  union h i s t o r y  i s  being done i n  England by 
the  His tory  Workshop network, l i n k i n g  small  groups of l o c a l  l a y  r e sea rche r s  
(many of them r e t i r e d  workers) wi th  p ro fe s s iona l  h i s t o r i a n s  a t  Ruskin College. 
This system i s  ex tens ion  teaching ,  a means of s t imu la t ing  l a y  people t o  w r i t e  
t h e i r  own h i s t o r y  and t h e  h i s t o r y  of t h e i r  work group a s  we l l  a s  a s e r i e s  of 
s cho la r ly  a r t i c l e s  and books based on such l o c a l  o r  r eg iona l  ma te r i a l s .  
T rad i t i ona l  documentary research  i s  n o t  ignored,  b u t  in te rv iews  and t h e  
personal  l i f e  experiences of t h e  w r i t e r  a r e  used t o  desc r ibe  t h e  s o c i a l  con- 
t e x t ,  l o c a l  customs and c u l t u r a l  t r a d i t i o n s ,  and o f t e n  t o  r a i s e  e n t i r e l y  new 
h i s t o r i c a l  ques t ions .  These new i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  then f o r c e  a re-evaluat ion 
o r  renewed search  f o r  r e l evan t  m a t e r i a l  i n  government o r  l o c a l  records .  The 
p o i n t  of view has been changed from t h a t  of t he  r u l i n g  c l a s s  t o  t h a t  of t h e  
ru l ed  and consequently a new h i s t o r y  emerges. 

The c l a s s i c  of t h i s  genre i s  E.P. Thompson's The Making of t h e  English 
Working Class; while  o t h e r  such works inc lude  John Collyer  's The a o l l i e r  's 
Rant, t h e    is tor^ Workshop s e r i e s  e d i t e d  by Raphael Samuel and many a r t i c l e s  
i n  H i s  to ry  Workshop Journa l .  

I n  t hese  s t u d i e s  of v i l l a g e  l i f e ,  c i t y  slum neighbourhoods, l o c a l  unions 
and occupat ional  groups, the ex t r ao rd ina ry  th ing  i s  t h a t  t h e  au thor  o r  t h e  
group (and o f t en  both) a r e  voices  from the  s o c i a l  context  being analyzed. 
The events  and desc r ip t ions  a r e  no t  merely anecdota l ,  bu t  wedded t o  what i s  
s i g n i f i c a n t  o r  r ep re sen ta t ive  i n  t h e  s o c i a l  c l a s s ,  occupat ion,  reg ion ,  and 
popular  c u l t u r e s .  In  a s i m i l a r  ve in ,  one of Staughton and Mary Lynd's 
Rank and F i l e  in te rv iewees  observes t h a t  t h e  l i f e b l o o d  of good labour  h i s t o r y  
must be what happens i n  t h e  "primary work group", n o t  a t  union headquarters .  

Not y e t  a t  t h i s  l e v e l  of s o p h i s t i c a t i o n ,  some Canadian p r o j e c t s  nonethe- 
l e s s  show the  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  of a worker 's  h i s t o r y  done by workers. Man Along 
the  Shore i s  an i l l u s t r a t e d  (but  somewhat anecdotal)  reminiscence by a group 
of r e t i r e d  Vancouver longshoremen. IIighly praiseworthy i s  i t s  at tempt  t o  go 
back over t h r e e  genera t ions  t o  show changes i n  work p r a c t i c e s ,  technology, 
t r a d i t i o n a l  customs and t h e  longshoremen f e e l i n g s  towards each o t h e r ,  t h e i r  
gang bosses and t h e i r  f ami l i e s .  The Canadian Labour Congress Labour S tudies  
Education Centre 's  videotapes of former l eade r s  and organizers  a r e  a promising 
beginning of badly-needzd research  on World War Tho and postwar unionism. 



Evelyn Dumas' Dans l e  sommeil de nos os  (The B i t t e r  T h i r t i e s  i n  Quebec 
i n  i t s  English v e r s i o n ) ,  t h e  P r o v i n c i a l  Archives of B r i t i s h  Columbia's Sound 
Her i tage  magazine ( e s p e c i a l l y  in i t s  c a s s e t t e  t ape  Four Decades accompanying 
the  superbly i l l u s t r a t e d  i s s u e  F ight ing  f o r  Labour), t h e  Saskatchewan Archives'  
Estevan 1931, t h e  McMaster Univers i ty  pamphlets by Wayne Roberts combining 
labour  biography and photographs of indus t r ia l -union  organiz ing  i n  Hamilton; 
and the  e x c e l l e n t  o r a l  h i s t o r y  program undertaken by G i l  Levine of t h e  Canadian 
Union of Pub l i c  Employees i n d i c a t e  a  h igher  l e v e l  a t  which o r a l  h i s t o r i a n s  
should aim. The h i s t o r y  of l o c a l  unions i s  s t i l l  l a r g e l y  unto ld ;  l e t  a lone  
t h e  s t o r y  of t h e i r  founders '  f e e l i n g s ,  f e a r s ,  hopes and d a i l y  l i v e s .  

The h i s t o r y  of t h e  unorganized i n  Canada would seem t o  p re sen t  even 
g r e a t e r  d i f f i c u l t i e s .  Such workers do n o t  have a  union from which o ld  records ,  
minutebooks o r  even l i s t s  of r e t i r e d  members can be obtained.  A s  t he  Multi- 
c u l t u r a l  His tory  Socie ty  of Ontar io has proven, a l t e r n a t e  sources such a s  
family,  church and e t h n i c  records  may be use fu l .  However, except  f o r  a  
s c a t t e r i n g  of semi-autobiographical l i t e r a t u r e  and memoirs i n  Quebec and t h e  
Maritimes, t h e r e  i s  l i t t l e  t h a t  can compare t o  t h e  exp lo ra t ion  of r u r a l  
t r a d i t i o n  by Raphael Samuel o r  George Ewart Evans. Some h i n t s  of what i s  
poss ib l e  may be seen  i n  f i c t i o n  and autobiography by r eg iona l  au thors ;  
Normand L a f l e u r ' s  o r a l  h i s t o r y  La Vie quot idienne des colons en Abi t ib i -  
TGmiscamingue, (one of s e v e r a l  pub l i ca t ions  i n  a  12 year  r eg iona l  h i s t o r y  
p r o j e c t  by Benoit-Beaudry Gourd and o t h e r s ) ,  P i e r r e  P e r r a u l t ' s  p a r t i c i p a t o r y  
"cinGma vGritG1' f i l m  s e r i e s  wi th  t h e  f i s h i n g  f a m i l i e s  of S a i n t  Lawrence North 
Shore and I l e  dlOrlGans, GGrald F o r t i n ' s  s o c i o l o g i c a l  s tudy of t h e  disappearing 
"bGcheron" La f i n  d'une rSgne, and Donald MacKay ' s v i v i d  Lumberj acks . 

To da te ,  no th ing  comparable e x i s t s  f o r  t h e  primary s e c t o r  workers i n  t h e  
o ld  Ontar io and Quebec hea r t l ands :  some minor novels  and au tobiographies ,  a  
handful  of too-anecdotal o r a l  h i s t o r i e s  such a s  Remembering the  Farm. Perhaps 
t h e  l e v e l  of s o c i a l  a n a l y s i s  which could be reached without  l o s i n g  the  spec i -  
f i c i t y  and v iv idness  of l o c a l  t r a d i t i o n  i s  b e s t  i nd ica t ed  by Tom Phi lbrook ' s  
Fisherman, Miner, Merchant, Logger which d e t a i l s  t h e  impact of i n d u s t r i a l  
product ion on p r e - i n d u s t r i a l  t r a d i t i o n s  i n  Newfoundland communities. Like 
o t h e r s  i n  t h e  superb Memorial Univers i ty  pub l i ca t ions  s e r i e s ,  t h e  Philbroolc 
s tudy manages t o  r evea l  t h e  impact of broad s o c i a l  and economic fo rces  on 
t r a d i t i o n a l  ways of l i f e  without  l o s ing  s i g h t  of l i v i n g  people whose voices  
and f e e l i n g s  we hear .  A t  Lava1 Univers i ty  i n  Quebec, t h e  ISSH ( I n s t i t u e  
Superieur  des Sciences Humaines) analyses  of " h i s t o i r e s  de v i e "  have shown 
how c lose  t e x t u a l  s tudy of o r a l  in te rv iews  can r e c r e a t e  not  only t h e  ind iv idua l  
l i f e  bu t  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e  and p o l i t i c a l  a t t i t u d e s .  Bruno Jean ' s  "Un ouvr i e r  
de t e x t i l e "  goes f a r  i n  expla in ing  the  submissiveness of workers i n  t h e  e a r l y  
Duplessis  e r a .  To combine such i n s i g h t s  wi th  exp lo ra t ions  i n  popular  c u l t u r e  
l i k e  Denyse Ost iguy 's  Fin d'une r e l i g i o n ?  and t h e  l i t t l e  known Dossiers :  
"Vie OuvriSrel' publ ished by t h e  Jeunesse OuvriSre Chrstienne might help t o  
c o r r e c t  many of t he  b i a s e s  now evident  i n  Quebec working c l a s s  h i s t o r y .  

Local,  e t h n i c  and occupat ional  h i s t o r i a n s  could a l s o  l e a r n  much from 
Canadian l i t e r a t u r e .  In  t h e  s t o r i e s  of Maritime and p r a i r i e  w r i t e r s ,  f o r  
i n s t ance ,  t h e r e  is  evident  a  r i chness  of human experience matched by an 
appropr i a t e  s o p h i s t i c a t i o n  of n a r r a t i v e  s t y l e .  A few Canadian o r a l  h i s t o r i a n s  
have reached t h i s  l e v e l  of s t o r y - t e l l i n g .  Daphne M a r l a t t ' s  s t o r i e s  of t he  
Japanese f i s h i n g  community i n  Steveston and of Vancouver's Eas t  End, Rolf 



Knight 's  moving account of h i s  own mother i n  A Very Ordinary L i f e  and h i s  
o the r  l i f e - h i s t o r i e s ,  s p e c i a l  i s s u e s  on t h e  Finns and o t h e r  e t h n i c  groups i n  
Polyphony magazine from t h e  M u l t i c u l t u r a l  His tory  Socie ty  of Ontar io ,  p re sen t  
s t rong  examples f o r  o t h e r s  t o  fol low.  

In  women's h i s t o r y ,  t h e  problems confronted by t h e  h i s t o r i a n  i n  ch ron ic l ing  
workers who move i n  and ou t  of va r ious  jobs a t  d i f f e r e n t  pe r iods  of t h e i r  l i v e s  
become p a r t i c u l a r l y  acute .  Women's labour  has  never  been r e s t r i c t e d  t o  p a i d  
work, and because a  l a r g e  p a r t  i s  o f t e n  unpaid and/or  t r a d i t i o n a l  i t  becomes 
" invis ib le" .  Yet t h e i r  reasons f o r  performing i t  a r e  o f t e n  c l e a r ,  imperat ive 
and v i s i b l e  - t o  them. The danger i s  t h a t  we seldom ask them why they do i t ,  
tak ing  t r a d i t i o n a l  r o l e s  ( o r  worse s t i l l ,  academic theo r i e s )  a s  s u f f i c i e n t  
explana t ion .  We f r equen t ly  f a i l  t o  ask  why they a r e  c o n s i s t e n t l y  underpaid 
when they do e a r n  wages, why they a r e  not  def ined  a s  " sk i l l ed" ,  o r  why so few 
a r e  found i n  "Men's jobs". And they can t e l l  us: Pa t  B i rd ' s  r ecen t  research  
among World War Two women workers i n  Hamilton shows us t h a t  they a r e  o f t e n  
q u i t e  aware of t he  p o l i t i c a l  and s o c i a l  f o r c e s  a t  work; and t h a t  many of t hese  
women were e x c e l l e n t  i n  s k i l l e d  "men's jobs", would have s tayed  i n  them i f  
they could have, and found t h e i r  new economic s t a t u s  ( r ece iv ing  equal  pay wi th  
men during t h e  war) t o  have profound e f f e c t s  on t h e i r  l i v e s .  

There a r e  s t r i k i n g  p a r a l l e l s  of e t h n i c  workers and women workers. A 
good many of t he  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of " e thn ic i ty"  and "feminini ty1 ' ,  (argue 
Barbara Roberts and Danie l le  Juteau-Lee i n  t h e  January 1981 i s s u e  of 
Canadian Ethnic  S t u d i e s ) ,  a r e  due t o  subord ina te  s t a t u s  w i th in  a dominant 
soc i e ty .  The "cul ture"  of e i t h e r  group, i t s  r e a l  i d e n t i t y  o r  r e a l  work, needs - 

t o  be d isen tangled  from t r a d i t i o n a l ' r o l e s  and t h e  expec ta t ions  of o the r s .  The 
r e a l  accomplishments of e t h n i c  women, f o r  i n s t ance ,  a r e  l i k e l y  t o  be doubly 
hidden. As Roberts demonstrates i n  h e r  a r t i c l e  on Franco-Ontarian women i n  
La Paro le  aux Ontar ios  (es )  , o r a l  h i s t o r y  can uncover evidence which t r a d i -  
t i o n a l  male-oriented documentary h i s t o r i a n s ,  even of t h e  app ropr i a t e  e t h n i c  
group, have f a i l e d  t o  note .  New h i s t o r i c a l  i n s i g h t s  may come from the  women's 
view of t h e i r  own l i v e s ;  o r  t h e  in te rv iewing  process  i t s e l f  may become a 
c a t a l y s t  f o r  change, a s  i n  t h e  case of Algonquin College 's  videotape about 
the  se l f -organiza t ion  low income mothers of Hawkesbury, Ontar io.  

In  Alber ta ,  E la ine  Silverman has found a  h i t h e r t o  unto ld  s i d e  of t h e  
p ioneer  s t o r y  by in te rv iewing  mothers and t h e i r  a d u l t  daughters toge ther .  
What was never  revea led  t o  ch i ld ren ,  o r  t o  male h i s t o r i a n s ,  f i n a l l y  emerged 
from the  dialogue between women. These "pr iva te"  experiences of p ioneer  
motherhood were o f t e n  i n t e n s e l y  moving. "Why d i d n ' t  you t e l l  me," asks  t h e  
daughter.  "Because I d i d n ' t  want you t o  know -- I never  wanted you t o  have 
t o  go through such an experience yourse l f" ,  r e p l i e s  the  o l d e r  woman, whi le  
admit t ing t h a t  now he r  daughter i s  o l d e r  she can "understand" t h e  l o t  of 
women. Yet a s  Silverman shows, t hese  unto ld  traumas and s e c r e t  s a c r i f i c e s  
were o f t e n  e s s e n t i a l  t o  t h e  f ami ly ' s  s u r v i v a l  on t h e  f r o n t i e r .  

The i n v i s i b l e  con t r ibu t ion  of women t o  t h e  h i s t o r y  of a  "man's world" i s  
a l s o  made v i s i b l e  i n  Joanne Drake's videotape A Matter  of Doing Something t o  
Live, based on o l d  photographs and in te rv iews  from t h e  Thompson-Nicola reg ion  
of B r i t i s h  Columbia. Undertaking h i s t o r i c a l  research  a f t e r  two decades of 
r a i s i n g  a  family and working on ranches and i n  town, she  b r ings  a  d i f f e r e n t  
view of t h e  p ioneer  days than t h e  usua l  male--oriented l o c a l  h i s t o r y .  Ins tead  



of de l inea t ing  the  usua l  male heroes "Mr .  A. and h i s  p ioneer  s t o r e ,  M r .  B.  
t h e  f i r s t  rancher",  e t c . ,  she  t a l k e d  t o  t h e  women who worked f o r  them -- t o  
keep t h e i r  own f a m i l i e s  a l i v e  --- s e l l i n g ,  c leaning ,  cooking, f r u i t p i c k i n g ,  
and cont inuing t h e i r  own chores a t  home. The p ioneer  world looks very d i f f e r -  
e n t  from t h i s  pe r spec t ive ;  a  p i c t u r e  of a  l o c a l  economy, l o c a l  c u l t u r e  and 
r eg iona l  t r a d i t i o n  c rea t ed  and subs ta ined  by count less  unsung hero ines .  A 
few h i s t o r i a n s  a r e  now beginning t o  ask how f a r  t h i s  i s  t r u e  of c u l t u r e  and 
s u r v i v a l  among Canada's e t h n i c  groups, where men a r e  u sua l ly  por t rayed  a s  
t h e  defenders of t h e  "mother tongue" and t h e  founders of a l l  s i g n i f i c a n t  
i n s t i t u t i o n s .  

A female-centered h i s t o r y  n o t  only r ec rea t ed  women's exper iences ,  but  
p re sen t s  t he  s o c i a l  world i n  prev ious ly  unsuspected ways. Female support 
networks maintain f a m i l i e s ,  culture groups, and perhaps more than we know of 
Canadian s o c i e t y  i t s e l f .  Looking a t  t h r e e  genera t ions  of women i n  F l i n  Flon, 
where - l i k e  many mining towns - women were seldom ab le  t o  f i n d  pa id  work; 
Meg Luxton's More Than a  Labour of Love r a i s e s  many ques t ions  about t h e  e x t e n t  
t o  which t h e  economy and t h e  power s t r u c t u r e  depend upon women's unpaid labour  
and continued subord ina t ion .  In company towns, does t h e  wife  and mother 
provide a  hidden subsidy t o  t h e  company? Cer t a in ly ,  t h e  m a t e r i a l  s t r a i n s ,  
s o c i a l  t ens ions ,  and " i so l a t ion"  ( c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of such towns) may have t h e i r  
r o o t s  deep i n  t h e  system t h a t  d iv ides  management from labour ,  and men's from 
women' s r o l e s .  Luxton i s  cont inuing h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  wi th  p r o j e c t s  i n  
Northern Ontario and Hamilton. S tud ie s  of women's work i n  e a r l y  per iods  have 
been undertaken by Anne Woywitka i n  Alber ta ,  Toni Laidlaw i n  Nova S c o t i a ,  
Beth Light  and o t h e r s  i n  t h e  Oxford County p r o j e c t ,  Ontar io.  Though s t i l l  
fragmentary, such research  shows t h a t  women's work, both pa id  and unpaid; was 
e s s e n t i a l  t o  family success .  

Family h i s t o r y ,  a s  we have suggested,  i s  the  f o u r t h  a r e a  i n  which o r a l  
h i s t o r y  i s  making s i g n i f i c a n t  con t r ibu t ions .  How i t  r e l a t e s  t o  labour  and 
e t h n i c  h i s t o r y  may be ind ica t ed  by one s t a t i s t i c :  a t  t h e  end of t h e  f i r s t  
World War, a  church-sponsored s o c i a l  survey i n  s ix t een  i n d u s t r i a l  a r eas  i n  
Canada found 37% of working-class wives had t o  keep lodgers  i n  o rde r  t o  
maintain family income a t  living-wage l e v e l s .  I n  a  well-planned s e t  of 
in te rv iews  wi th  both urban and r u r a l  women of t h a t  e r a ,  Jane Synge has docu- 
mented t h i s  "boarding-house" family s t a r t e g y  i n  a  forthcoming book. She has 
demonstrated t h a t  t h e r e  were d i s t i n c t i v e  p a t t e r n s  i n  S l a v i c  and Anglo-Saxon 
boarding-houses; and a l s o  has  chronic led  p a t t e r n s  of childhood; f r i e n d s h i p ,  
kindship and adoption; work s t r a t e g i e s  , d a i l y  l i f e  , and rural-urban d i f f e rences .  
Even more i n t e r e s t i n g ,  h e r  research  l i n k s  two major q u a n t i t a t i v e  h i s t o r i e s  of 
1 9 t h  century work-lives (Katz i n  Hamilton, Gagan i n  Pee l )  i n  which only 
s t a t i s t i c a l  evidence was used, w i th  a  number of s t u d i e s  i n  working-class 
c u l t u r e  i n  Hamilton, by Bryan Palmer, Greg Kealey, Craig Heron and Wayne 
Roberts. S imi l a r ly ,  c lo se  a t t e n t i o n  t o  changing work-patterns r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  
l i f e - c y c l e  of females ( a s  we l l  a s  male "bread-winners") and t o  t h e  inf luence  
of k insh ip  networks upon migra t ion  and e n t r y  i n t o  i n d u s t r i a l  j obs ,  a r e  depic ted  
t o  be supremely important i n  Tamara Hareven's and Randolph Langenbach Amoskeag: 
L i f e  & Work i n  a n  American Factory City.  That s tudy of t he  French-Canadian 
exodus t o  New England sugges ts  a  r i c h  new f i e l d  f o r  Quebec h i s t o r i a n s  t o  - - - 

explore .  The usefu lness  of t h i s  model f o r  i n t e r n a l  migrat ion i s  being explored 
by Gai l  Cuthbert Brandt i n  research  on V a l l e y f i e l d ,  and i n  some of t h e  o t h e r  



o r a l  h i s t o r y  p r o j e c t s  mentioned. We need more such research  ac ros s  Canada; 
and we need comparison wi th  o t h e r  coun t r i e s  and o t h e r  c e n t u r i e s  t o  show us 
j u s t  what i s  unique o r  modern, and what i s  p a r t  of age-old p a t t e r n s .  

I have mentioned fou r  main a r e a s  i n  which o r a l  h i s t o r y  i s  making important 
con t r ibu t ions  t o  the  h i s t o r i c a l  t a sk :  union h i s t o r y ,  t h e  h i s t o r y  of t h e  un- 
organized; t h e  s tudy of t r a d i t i o n ,  change, and "coping" s t r a t e g i e s  i n  women's 
work; and family h i s t o r y .  Canadian in te rv iewers  have been doing e x c i t i n g  work. 
They should n o t ,  however, ignore models of exce l lence  i n  t h e s e  new f i e l d s  by 
h i s t o r i a n s  i n  o t h e r  coun t r i e s .  In  research  on t h e  primary work group, t h e r e  
a r e  Staughton and Mary Lynd, Tamara Hareven, and t h e  His tory  Workshop publ i -  
ca t ions .  In  r u r a l  h i s t o r y :  George Ewart Evans, Tom Philbrook,  Ela ine  
Silverman, and Jane Synge. In  c o y u n i t y  s t u d i e s :  Daphne Mar l a t t ,  Joanne 
Drake, t h e  Oxford County p r o j e c t .  I n  l o c a l  unions and worker l i f e - h i s t o r i e s :  
a number of pamphlets from McMaster Univers i ty  Labour S tudies .  These a r e  
only a few of my personal  f a v o u r i t e s ,  no t  an exhaust ive l i s t .  

Above a l l ,  I would emphasize t h a t  l i v i n g  memories can he lp  us  break down 
t h e  a r t i f i c i a l  b a r r i e r s  between p u b l i c  and p r i v a t e  h i s t o r y .  However, many 
in te rv iews  conducted by a s t u t e ,  p a t i e n t  in te rv iewers  a r e  requi red  t o  l i f t  
our work above t h e  l e v e l  of mere anecdote.  I would emphasize t h e  importance 
of a cont inuing exchange between amateur o r  l o c a l  i n t e rv i ewers  and t h e  academic 
h i s t o r i a n s ,  f o r  i n  the  f i n a l  a n a l y s i s ,  your h i s t o r y  i s  only a s  good a s  t h e  
i m p l i c i t  ques t ions  you ask  of t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  process .  Indeed, one of t h e  
joys of o r a l  h i s t o r y  i s  t h a t  i t  al lows c i t i z e n s ,  out  of t h e i r  own l i v e d  
experience,  t o  r a i s e  some of t h e  que t i o n s  themselves. A s  every in te rv iewer  T has learned ,  an open-ended approach, a w i l l i ngness  t o  l i s t e n  s i l e n t l y  and 
a t t e n t i v e l y ,  may be the  b e s t  way of uncovering t h e  th reads  of a pe r sona l  p a r t ,  
and thereby weaving a r i c h e r  p u b l i c  s t o r y .  

I would he re  c i t e  an ex t r ao rd ina ry  1960's  s tudy i n  mental h e a l t h  a s  a 
func t ion  of community, wi th  many imp l i ca t ions  f o r  r u r a l  and urban p r o j e c t s  
elsewhere, t he  S t i r l i n g  County p r o j e c t  (Digby, N.S.): p a r t i c u l a r l y  
People of Cove and Woodlot and My Name i s  Legion. 

2 My own f a v o u r i t e  ques t ion  i s  t o  ask  the  in te rv iewee  t o  r e c a l l  "What was 
the  s ight / sound/smel l?"  of an e a r l i e r  pe r iod ,  t o  g e t  beyond mere anecdote.  


