Oral History as the History of Experience
(Erfahrungsgeschichte) - An Interview with
Alexander von Plato

Alexander Freund, University of Winnipeg

Alexander von Plato is an internationally recogmizithority on oral history
and one of Germany’s leading oral historians. Iisthix-and-one-half hour
interview, which | conducted with him on 8 Aprild®0at his old family home in
Germany, von Plato talks about his historical amditical awakening during the
1960s and in opposition to his family. He descrithesdevelopment of oral
history in Germany and the specific approach tenmaewing that German oral
historians developed in projects in the late 19@0d 1980s. Von Plato was the
founding editor oBIOS, Germany’s oral history journal, and the founding
director of the Institute for History and Biographythe distance university
Hagen, Germany'’s largest oral history centre andhave. He was also
instrumental in establishing and running the Intional Oral History
Association. Retired since 2007, von Plato recettiypleted a major
international oral history project on the experie@scand memories of slave
workers in Nazi-occupied Europe and continues tckvem several oral history
projects. To listen to the interview segments, doaththe mp3-files and play
them on any media player. The article also contaitist of Alexander v. Plato’s
publications.

The way to my interview with Alexander von Platoeoof Germany’s most
influential and productive oral historians, took frem Berlin to a hamlet some
120 kilometers westbound. The Intercity that ramfithe German capital to
Stendal had not been much maintained since the #2900s and | was glad to get
off the crowded train after less than an hour.dswne of spring’s first warmer
days, so the 10-minute wait for the Regional Exptesin to Salzwedel at the
sleepy station near the former “German-German bbdldween West and East
Germany was pleasant. After watching the Northeem@n plains pass by my
window for another half hour and declining the saeiis trilled offer of “coffee,
tea, juice, beer, wine, schnapps,” at 12:15 plemded at an even smaller and
sleepier station, where Alexander von Plato piakedup. On the way, we
stopped at one of the family’s old friends whonmhlael met at a New Year’'s Eve
party in the 1970s and whom the family now caredAdter a stroll through the
garden, | met Alexander’s wife, Alice. Jumping ardws was their dog, Polka.
On our way to the family home, we stopped in Licliowuy groceries for
dinner. After leaving to our right the hamlet o&f - it is not clear whether the
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Platos gave the town its name or vice versa - weeal at the family’s estate,
Obergut Grabow. The court, as big as a footbdll fis surrounded by two
houses and various farm buildings. Alexander’s ohatether and his family live
in one house, Alexander and his family in the atkRer now, however, they live
there only during holidays and on weekends, becAlise works as a high
school teacher in Stade near Hamburg, where thaydsmost of their time. | met
several family members, all of whom greeted me visarithe children of
Alexander and Alice were home over the Easter hgidJudith had brought her
boyfriend, Johannes one of his friends.

Alexander von ato photo provided by A. von Plato)

Around 3 p.m., Alexander and | settled in his $pigiht-filled office and
began the interview. With but a few short breaks amne-hour break for dinner
with the family, the interview lasted until 11:00wp - longer than either of us had
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anticipated. By 10:00 p.m., we gave up plans forretyrn to Berlin that evening,
and the family invited me to stay overnight. Neaydl returned to Berlin, but
only after an early morning stroll to the privaserily cemetery and a hearty
breakfast with the whole family and Alexander’sthier dropping in with fresh
buns.

The development of oral history in Germany, as bexoclear in the
interview, has differed from that in North Americaseveral significant ways.
Although there had been major projects on refugeesexpellees as well as
returning prisoners-of-war in the late 1940s an80E9 the new oral history that
developed as a method for the new social histoth@fl960s and as its own
movement for democratizing history in the 1970s yee later in Germany than
in Canada, the United States, and Great Britaire @rthe major reasons for this
delay was that to West German liberal and lefiistionians, the people or the
Volk, had been suspect ever since its double corruptidghe Nazi regime. The
mass of German people had supported the Nazis.dMerethe Nazis had
exploited the concept &folk when they based their claims of racial superiority
and the need for expansion, which eventually redutt World War Two and the
Holocaust, on the German people. Thus, West Gelilmeral and leftist
historians after the war distanced themselves tt@Volk by conceptualizing
social history as social science history, whiclereheavily on sociological
models, such as modernization theory. Social hystothe form of people’s
history, history from below, the history of eversydiife, or the history of popular
culture did not make inroads until the late 1970s.

There were also methodological suspicions abouthistory. When
asking people to tell their life stories, would ldnastorians not hear the same
white-washed answers that the denazification t@sinf the late 1940s had heard
- the stories that nobody had supported Hitleremrba member of the Nazi
party? As Karin Hartewig pointedly asked in 1990: “Wasitt well established
that people were lying about their past and thstbhians had to convict them of
their real past instead of listening to their dishm voices?? For the same
reason, the postwar projects on refugees and Padkéssuspect: any project that
could be seen as casting Germans as victims wpsdus being revanchist and
equating German suffering with that of the Nazitims.

Thus, it was not until the late 1970s that oraldristook off in Germany.
Historians of women and workers, of every-day éifel popular culture became
increasingly discontent with the deterministic ghgans of social science
history’s focus on structures and functions. Astimer countries, they discovered
oral history as a means to collect or create ssur€people who did not
otherwise leave any traces. Moreover, a new gdoaraf historians who had
been shaped by the events of “1968” and after datoghe universities. Their
search for an explanation of the Third Reich amdHblocaust had not been
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satisfied by structuralist history. “[B]y the 7(Gasd 80’s this generation suffered a
severe crisis of identity>They turned to oral history to find the unknowmdess
of the past - workers and women resisting the Kegime - and to identify with
them rather than with their middle- and upper-claam®nts. They found neither,
but in their search they discovered the power af bistory. Lutz Niethammer,
one of Germany’s foremost oral historians, in tite 1970s established a major
project on the working-classes of the industriahRualley between the 1930s
and 19604.He and his colleagues, Alexander von Plato ambemi showed that
1945 had been much less of a break in German higtan previously assumed.
In 1987, two and one half years before the falvafl, Niethammer, von Plato
and Dorothee Wierling were allowed to conduct wmigawrs in East Germany,
under the supervision of East German authoritié® also provided logistical
support

At the same time, international connections - fivgéh other West
European countries and the United States, latér 3outh American and East
European countries - developed. Nevertheless, Gearad historians developed
a distinct approach to interviewing that Alexanden Plato has described as a
three-phase “semi-open, narrative life-historyrvieaw.” He later added a fourth
phase to the interview process.

Phase 1 is the life history phase: After explairtmghe interviewee the
interview procedure, the interviewer simply askle€ase, tell me your life story.”
Thus, in the first stage, people are given the dppdy to tell their life story with
as little interference by the interviewer as pdssiBuch an approach should help
historians understand how people plan, designcandtruct their life stories and
why they do it in the way they choose; whether ttadly about key-events as
explanations of major changes or even biograpltuiaakitions in their lives;
which larger social interpretive patterns are ulyilgg the individual life story
and how conscious the narrator is of this; wheldwger interpretive patterns are
culturally specific (e.g. “the American succesggtothe German post-World
War Two story of victimhood and ignorance); therator’'s major life themes and
topics (e.g. which events does he or she focugvhith are neglected or de-
emphasized?); the significance and meaning of@efthat may become visible
or rather audible when questions are asked lajeflo@ underlying interest is to
find patterns in individuals’ stories that will kels something about society and
culture.

Phase 2 is a brief clarification phase, where nierviewer asks basic
guestions to make sure everything was understowdatty.

Phase 3 is the stage where the interviewer askiscglé questions that
have not already been answered. The problem tisasdrom the third phase
according to von Plato is the how to determinend ahen a question has been
answered “completely” or “fully” or to the fullesitent possible. Obviously, this
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depends on the purpose of the project. The questiomost problematic of course
for the archival practice of oral history. The posp of the oral historian creating
an oral history as a source for future historiarthout an immediate project
purpose in mind is the question which subjectsreuhistorians could be
interested in. But this phase of questioning aésoinds us again that oral history
is more than the simple storytelling a la StoryGorpm that has becoree
voguethese days. Oral history means to ask specifictmunssto get below
narrative conventions and popular images that maskmather than describe
people’s experiences. Questions are importanttttogée lived experiences. This
is the case even when it becomes clear duringtarviaw -- even a semi-public
one, for instance, in front of a school class at th narrator tells stories about
experiences he did not have. Von Plato insistsritat often it is in the interest
of all to ask, humbly and carefully, specific quess about details, not in order to
expose or humiliate, but in order to understandtaid the eyewitness himself to
understand. The oral historian must ask questmget at the relationship
between story and experience. To simply assumeltbatvo match is to take
testimony at face value -- something a historiazu&hnot do.

Phase 4, introduced by von Plato into German asabtty practice, is a
stage he calls confrontation, argument, or del#dtéhe end of the interview, the
interviewer tells the interviewee with which poitiis disagrees. The point is not
to judge the interviewee, but rather to determiva bne did not misunderstand
the interviewee and also to inform him or her thra¢ will talk about these critical
points in any later publications. In one way, ithe beginning of an explicit
collaborative interpretation of the intervieweefs ktory -- explicit, because
implicitly such interpretation begins even befdre interview is started, be it
through the historian’s project design or throulgg $election of an interviewee.

Among the many projects Alexander von Plato hakeabfor, initiated,
organized, and led, his book on the reunificatib@ermany is his favourite. In
order to reconstruct what options political leadsad and discussed in the wake
of a quickly changing world political situation #1990, von Plato used secret
Russian archival sources not accessible to otlsearehers as well as interviews
with, among others, George H. Bush, Michail Gortladsv, Helmut Kohl, Hans
Modrow, and some eighty other major politiciansalved in the international
negotiations about the unification of the two Gemrstates.

Alexander von Plato founded the Institute for Biigtand Biography at
the Fern-Universitat Hagen (Distance University ef@gn 1993 and was its
director until 2007. The Institute conducts lifstory projects and produces
documentary movies. It also runs the “German Merharghive of oral histories
and similar sources and has been the Internat@ralHistory Association’s
secretariat since 1996. The Institute publidB3S. Journal for Biographical
Research, Oral History and Life Course Analy§iermany’s only oral history
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journal, co-founded by von Plato in 1988. He camsto serve as publisher and
editor of the journal.

Since his retirement in 2007, von Plato has coetito work on several
oral history projects, but he has also begun coplk&tiing other genres to write
about history. For the future of oral history, hisles that it will become
accepted as one among a multitude of methods o éd@ut the past and as a
powerful tool to understand people’s experiences.

Listen to Alexander von Plato to learn about oratdry in Germany and about
one of Germany’s most influential oral historiambke interview is 6.5 hours long
and split into 13 parts.

A note on the audio quality: The interview wasoreled on four different
recorders, two of which had partial malfunctioneu$, sound quality varies. The
main recorder was a Marantz PMD 660 with two Audezhnica 831b lapel
mics. Three tracks (15 minutes each) on the 4GB Bi)g¥ma CF card were
unreadable files, for no apparent reason. The lpantachine, a Zoom H4,
recorded well for the first two-and-one-half-hobrg then reported a card error (4
GB Transcend SD card). At least, | could use rdogrfom this machine to
make up for the lost Marantz data. For the ladtth@lr of the interview, we used
Alexander von Plato’s Zoom H2. Fortunately, | dat have to rely on my
Panasonic digital voice recorder as a backup, [secthe sound quality is far
inferior to that of the other machines.

Part 1: Life Story I: Alexander von Plato’s Life Before Oral History (0:00-
0:43)

In this part, Alexander von Plato tells his liferst, the development of
political consciousness, the break from his fanstydies in Berlin and training in
journalism, his first wife, “1968” and the foundieg a communist party, and
work as a teacher for unions. Von Plato used aGewnan words that | could not
translate during the interview or translated ineotly:

volkisch national; relating to the people or nation, Yadk; in the Nazi

sense: the racially pure and superior German nation

Wappen coat of arms

Bundeswehr(West) German army

Frack tails (not smoking)

frech cheeky (rather than flippant)

Part 2: Life Story Il: Doing Oral History in German y (0:43-1:10)

Alexander von Plato talks about joining Lutz Niatitaer’'s oral history project
“Life history and Social Culture in the Ruhr Are@3D-1960" (LUSIR); his Ph.D.
in philosophy at Free University Berlin; teachiregsnars on fascism. He also
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talks about his relationships with his partners hiscchildren. He returns to
talking about the LUSIR project and a later prajéat which he, Lutz
Niethammer and Dorothee Wierling interviewed Eastr@ans in 1987 (they
were the only historians ever allowed by the Eastn@n government to conduct
such a project). Further topics include his fougdihthe Institute for History and
Biography at the Fernuniversitat Hagen &i@S. Journal for Biography, Oral
History and Life Course Analysikis retirement in 2007 and work in Vienna. He
also talks about the absence of an oral historycéstson in Germany and his
involvement in the International Oral History Assdion since its founding in
1996.

Part 3: Oral Tradition and the History of Oral Hist ory in Germany Before
LUSIR (1:10-1:38)

Alexander von Plato talks about oral history befibiere-establishment of oral
history in Germany in the 1980s, from Thucydidet¢éebvre, Droysen, and the
Grimm brothers; the history of oral tradition, famof storytelling and stories; the
Lamprecht Dispute (in the late "1 @entury, German historians debated the
methodological approaches to history; Karl Lamptsckhiew that an all-
encompassing approach to history should replacedhew political history
approach was pushed aside) and postwar (1940s%&93)1projects on refugees,
expellees, and returning prisoners-of-war.

Part 4: Interviewing the German Working-Class aboutNational Socialism
(1:40-2:12)
Alexander von Plato talks about coming to understahy and to accept that the
German working class consented to National Soamlome German words
used in this segment:
Gefolgschatftfollowing (noun)
Deutsche Arbeitsfror(DAF): German Labour Front; after crushing all
free trade unions or bringing them into line, theezid established the DAF
as the only trade union
Schubladendenkepigeonholing (thinking in boxes)
Volksgemeinschafpeople’s community, a Nazi concept that had the g
to make the German people into a racially pure canity that loyally
followed the leader, thus dispensing of class sfieig

Part 5: International Connections (2:12-2:27)
In this part, Alexander von Plato talks about tegelopment of international
connections and the International Oral History Asation.

Part 6: Oral history as “Detypification Shock” (2:27-2:51)

Alexander Freund, “Oral History as Experienced History (Erfahrungsgeschichte) - An Interview 7
with Alexander von Plato”
Oral History Forum d’histoire orale 29 (2009)



Alexander von Plato recounts learning about then@arworking-class
experience under National Socialism; his firstiviwns as a learning experience
about the German working-class; the ide&oftypisierungsschoahr
detypification shock: the historian’s shock of warl@ng traditional patterns of
thinking (especially about the German working cksslationship to National
Socialism). Asking right and wrong questions (getigy but especially in relation
to finding out what the German working-class knéww the Holocaust).

References in this part:

Schweikin the Second World War, a drama by Bert Brecht.

HJ (pronounced Haa yott): Hitler Youthii¢ler Jugend

Part 7: The German Approach to Oral History | (2:51-3:25)
Explaining his four-phase interview method, in thgst, Alexander von Plato
explains phases one to three.

Part 8: The German Approach to Oral History Il (3:25-3:58)
In this part, Alexander von Plato explains phase & his four-phase interview
method. There is also a discussion about ethicoamership of the interview.

Part 9: Subjectivity and Experience (3:58-4:31)
Alexander von Plato describes the diversity of bralory projects inside and
outside of German academia and academic histonigjegtion of oral history
because of its “subjectivity.” He explains the siigance of subjectivity in oral
history and points out that most historians andliiig organizations failed to
understand that oral history is not about findiagt$ but to find out how people
made sense of the past. He also explains the cbotEpgfahrungsgeschichie¢he
history of experience or experienced history.

Vorwurf. accusation (not claim)

Part 10: Oral History and Pedagogy (4:31-5:03)

In this part, Alexander von Plato talks about higcke “Eye Witnesses and the
Discipline of History: Remembrance, Communicativarismission, and
Collective Memory in the Qualitative Historical oces,” which is published in
Forum 29 (2009). What do teachers and historians do eyghwitnesses who did
not actually experience the stories they tell? Ytato also explains the concept
of Unscharferelation(Heisenberg’s uncertainty principle), which hesusehis
article.

Part 11: Themes in German Oral History | (5:03-5:33
Alexander von Plato discusses various aspectsabh@tory practice in
Germany, such as interviewing only old people,rtte of archives, historians’
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and interviewees’ thematic interests, and the mbklwith interviewing
perpetrators.

Part 12: Themes in German Oral History Il (5:33-6:M)

Alexander von Plato discusses various aspectsabh@tory practice in
Germany, such as oral history in literature, nobgi&Valter Kempowski,
documentary films, three-generational interviews, tise of interviews in
German television documentaries.

Part 13: Oral History’s Achievements (6:00-6:35)

Alexander von Plato evaluates the achievementsabhestory in a larger context
of historiography in the second half of thé"2@ntury. He also talks about his
hopes for the future development of oral historg #re concept dEigen-Sinnp

the people’s sense of self vis-a-vis authority gmectly translated in the
interview as ‘spite,” but more like defiance andidtornness). Von Plato also
describes his personal future plans.

Publications by Alexander von Plato:
Monographs (since 1984)

Plato, Alexander von, Almut Leh and Christoph Theddf edsHitlers Sklaven.
Lebensgeschichtliche Analysen zur Zwangsarbeibiernationalen
Vergleich.Wien, Kdln, Weimar 2008

Plato, Alexander \Die Vereinigung Deutschlands - ein weltpolitisches
Machtspiel. Bush, Kohl, Gorbatschow und die geheiMeskauer Protokolle
Berlin 2002.

Plato, Alexander v., eie DDR in der Erinnerung, Studienbrief der
Fernuniversitat HagenHagen 1999.

Plato, Alexander v., e&tudien und Berichte, Band 1 der Reihe ,Sowijetische
Speziallager in Deutschland 1945 bis 195&eihe hg. von S. Mironenko, L.
Niethammer, A. v. Plato (Koordination) in Verbindumit V. Knigge und G.
Morsch). Berlin 1998.

Plato, Alexander v. and Almut LetEin unglaublicher Frihling®. Erfahrene
Geschichte im Nachkriegsdeutschland (DokumenteAmadlysen.
Bundeszentrale fur politische Bildung, Bonn 1997.

Plato, Alexander \Eine zweite "Entnazifizierung'td: Rainer Eckert, Rainer,
Alexander v. Plato and Jorn Schutrumpf, a&ilendezeiten - Zeitenwande. Zur
"Entnazifizierung" und "Entstalinisierungamburg 1991.
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Niethammer, Lutz, Alexander v. Plato and Dorotheéelvig. Die volkseigene
Erfahrung. Eine Archaologie des Lebens in der Itderovinz der DDR. 30
biographische Eroffnungeerlin 1991.

Plato, Alexander v. and Lutz Niethammer, etlebensgeschichte und
Sozialkultur im Ruhrgebiet 1930 bis 1960, vol. \&fir'kriegen jetzt andere
Zeiten." Auf der Suche nach der Erfahrung des \&aitkenachfaschistischen
Landern Berlin/Bonn 1985.

Plato, Alexander v. and Wolfgang Meiniclkddte Heimat — neue Zeit,
Flichtlinge, Vertriebene, Umgesiedelte in der SBd DDR Berlin 1991.

Plato, Alexander V:Der Verlierer geht nicht leer aus.” Betriebsratelgen zu
Protokoll Berlin/Bonn 1984.

Articles (since 1992)

Plato, Alexander v. “Lebensgeschichtliche Erinnggreugnisse in Museen und
Ausstellungen,” inBIOS. Zeitschrift fir Biographieforschung und Oral
History 5/2 (1992).

Plato, Alexander v. “Sowjetische Sonderlager in 2B8d DDR,” in:BIOS.
Zeitschrift fur Biographieforschung und Oral Hisyds/2 (1992): 248-254.

Plato, Alexander v. “Lebenswelten und politischée®tierung im Revier. Zur
Struktur politischen Bewul3tseins bei Arbeitern Whdernehmern im
Ruhrgebiet,” in Ottfried Dascher and Christian iKkghmidt.Die Eisen- und
Stahlindustrie im Dortmunder Raum. Wirtschaftliéb@wicklung, soziale
Strukturen und technologischer Wandel im 19. undlarhundert
Dortmund 1992.

Plato, Alexander v. “Oral History als Erfahrungsséaschaft. Zum Stand der
‘mundlichen Geschichte’ in Deutschland,” BIOS. Zeitschrift fur
Biographieforschung und Oral Histarg/1 (1991). Reprinted in: Konrad H.
Jarausch et al., edSeschichtswissenschaft vor 2000. Perspektiven der
Historiographiegeschichte, Geschichtstheorie, Sgeschichte. Festschrift
fur Georg lggersHagen 1992.

Plato, Alexander v. “Fremdes Deutschland,” in: Besgentrale fur politische
Bildung, Gemeinsam sind wir unterschiedliddonn 1993.

Plato, Alexander v. “Pladoyer fur eine Erfahrungsdnechte der Nachkriegszeit,
in: Anselm Doering-Manteuffel, eddenauerzeit. Stand, Perspektiven und
methodische Aufgaben der Zeitgeschichtsforschudwpb(1967).Bonn 1993.

Plato, Alexander v. “"Wirtschaftskapitdne.’ Biogtapche Selbstkonstruktionen
von Unternehmern der Nachkriegszeit,” in: Axel $athAxel and Arnold
Sywottek, edsModernisierung im Wiederaufbau. Die westdeutsche
Gesellschaft der 50er JahrBonn 1993.
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Plato, Alexander v. “An Unfamiliar Germany: Somenkeks on the Past and
Present Relationship between East and West Geriman®yral History.
Journal of the Oral History Society (UK) 21/1 (Sji1993).

Plato, Alexander v. “Deutsch-russisches Kooperapoojekt tiber Sonderlager in
der Sowjetisch besetzten Zone. Neue Akten zur hagemaltung, zur
Stimmung unter den Haftlingen und zum GeheimdiénstFriedrich-Ebert-
Stiftung, edDie Akten der Kommunistischen Gewaltherrschaftr@strich
oder AufarbeitungReihe Bautzen-Forum Nr. 5, Leipzig 1994.

Plato, Alexander v. “Fliichtlinge, Umgesiedelte \wettriebene in Ost und
West,” in: J. P. Barbian and Ludger Heid, edlsischen gestern und morgen.
Kriegsende und Wiederaufbatssen 1995.

Plato, Alexander v. “Die innerdeutsche Grenze instakeutschen Spielfilm, in:
Gesellschaft fur Filmstudien e.V., édVir Wunderkinder.” Hannover 1995.

Plato, Alexander v. “The Hitler Youth Generatiordats role in the post-war
Germany States,” in: Mark Roseman, &nerations in Conflict. Youth
Rebellion and Generation Formation in Modern Germai70 - 1968
Cambridge University Press 1995.

Plato, Alexander v. “Les Allemagnes: le problems dirientations politiques
apres 1945 et aprés 1989,” Allemagne d’aujourd’hyiNo. 132 (Avril-Juin
1995), 150-166.

Plato, Alexander v. “Helden des Fortschritts? ZuetbStbild von Technikern und
Ingenieuren im Nationalsozialismus und in der Naiglgszeit,” in: Wilhelm
FuRl and Stefan Ittner edBiographie und Technikgeschichtesverkusen
1998.

Plato, Alexander v. “Experienced History. The Efshiment of Oral History in
Germany,” in\Words and Silence8ulletin of the International Oral History
Association 1/3 (May 1998).

Plato, Alexander v. “Erfahrungsgeschichte - vonktablierung der Oral
History,” in: Gerd Juttemann and Hans Thomae, Batggraphische Methoden
in den Humanwissenschaftaifeinheim 1998.

Plato, Alexander v. “Mythen des Widerstandes,” £&898.

Plato, Alexander v. “Erfahrungen junger SoldaterZiveiten Weltkrieg,” in
BIOS 11/1 (1998).

Plato, Alexander v. “Geschichte und Psychologieral Glistory und
Psychoanalyse,” irBIOS - Zeitschrift fur Biographieforschung und Oral
History 11/2 (1998): 171-200.

Plato, Alexander v. “Sowjetische Speziallager inBBehland 1945 — 1950.
Ergebnisse eines deutsch-russischen Forschungsiesjein: Peter Reif-
Spirek and Bodo Ritscher, e@peziallager in der SBZ. Gedenkstatten mit
doppelter VergangenheiBerlin 1999.
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Plato, Alexander v. “Opferkonkurrenten?” In: Elisio Domansky and Harald
Welzer, edsEine offene Geschichte. Zur kommunikativen Tradigmer
nationalsozialistischen Vergangenhditibingen 1999.

Plato, Alexander v. “Victims competition?” imternational Journal on audio-
visual Testimony Fondation Auschwitz Bruxelles, December 199847-

Plato, Alexander v. “Entstasifizierung’ im Offeitthen Dienst der neuen
Bundeslander nach 1989. Umorientierung und Konbum der
Lehrerschaft,” inJahrbuch fur Historische Bildungsforschufd1999): 313—
342.

Plato, Alexander v. “Zehn Jahre danach — Protaggmider Wiedervereinigung
(Befragungs- und Beratungsprojekt fir das ZDF),’/Br0S12/2 (1999): 257—
269.

Plato, Alexander v. “Zeitzeugen und die historisZh@ft. Erinnerung,
kommunikative Tradierung und kollektives Gedéachinider qualitativen
Geschichtswissenschaft — ein Problemaufriss,Bi2S13/1 (2000): 5-29.

Plato, Alexander v. “Vergangene Perspektiven? Sghuvikte, Fragen und
Probleme der Flichtlingsforschung vor und nachvdende,” in: Dierk
Hoffman, Marita Krauss und Michael Schwartz, édsrtriebene in
Deutschland. Interdisziplinare Ergebnisse und Fatsgsperspektiven
Munich 2000.

Plato, Alexander v. “Widerspruchliche Erinnerungkenernationale
Protagonisten der Wiedervereinigung und nationaeemMigungsmythen,” in:
BIOS14/1 (2001), 37-72.

Plato, Alexander v. “Denunziation im SystemwechSekhaftete, Deportierte
und Lagerhaftlinge in der SBZ um 1945,” in: Ingerstolek und Olaf
Stieglitz, eds. “Denunziation im 20. Jahrhundertis€hen Komparatistik und
Interdisziplinaritat,” special issue bfistorische Sozialforschung/Historical
Social ResearcB6/2-3 (2001): 179-203.

Plato, Alexander v. “Wo sind die unglaubigen Kindeblieben? Kiritik einiger
Thesen des Projektes Tradierung von Geschichtshisaiaf3 in:
WerkstatGeschichte80 (2001): 64ff.

Plato, Alexander v. “Lebensgeschichte und Geschjtht: Kursbuch148/2002.

Plato, Alexander v. “Vittime in competizione?” in'umanita offesa. Stermini e
memoria nellEuropa del Novecenta cura di Gustavo Corni, Gerhard
Hirschfeld. Bologna 2003.

Plato, Alexander v. “Seven crucial points concegmeunification of Germany,”
in: Words & SilencegJournal of the International Oral History Assoitia)
2/1 (June 2003): 25-30.

Plato, Alexander v. “Janus als Zeuge? Zeitzeug@mErungen und das Problem
der ‘Verdrangung,” in: Dagmar Unverhau, éthtte ,Janus” eine Chance?
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Das Ende der DDR und die Sicherung einer Zukunfiyeéegangenheit
Munster 2003.

Plato, Alexander v. “Flucht und Vertreibung. Lebgeschichte, Erinnerung und
Realgeschichte. Vom geteilten kollektiven GedachimiDeutschland,” in:
Jan Motte and Rainer Ohliger, e@eschichte und Gedachtnis in der
Einwanderungsgesellschaft. Migration zwischen histher Rekonstruktion
und ErinnerungspolitikEssen 2004.

Plato, Alexander v. “Waren ‘wir’ unfahig zu trau@rifor 40 Jahren erschi@ie
Unfahigkeit zu trauervon Alexander und Margarethe Mitscherlich. Ein
personlich-historiographischer Ruckblick,” in: GudrBrockhaus, edst
“Unfahigkeit zu trauern” noch aktuell? Eine intediplinére Diskussion
(psychosoziaB1/114-1Vv 2008): 49-60.

Plato, Alexander v. “Biographische Konstruktionerdkollektive Konflikte nach
der Wiedervereinigung,” iRsychoanalytische Familientherapiél 3-11
(2006): 87-100.

Plato, Alexander v. “Geschichte ohne Zeitzeugemftg€iFragen zur ‘Erfahrung’
im Ubergang von Zeitgeschichte zur Geschichte,Fiitz Bauer Institut, ed.
Zeugenschaft des Holocaust. Zwischen Trauma, Tn@atjieund Ermittlung
Frankfurt/New York 2007.

Plato, Alexander v. “Moderne Sklaverei — lebenspies$dliche Analysen zur
Zwangsarbeit im internationalen Vergleich: ein Bktipericht,” in: Stiftung
~Erinnerung, Verantwortung und Zukunft", edeugen und Zeugnisse.
Bildungsprojekte zur NS-Zwangsarbeit mit JugeneircBerlin 2008.

Films and Multimedia Presentations

“Erlebte DDR.” Three-part series about life in B8R for 3sat. 1992/1993.
Script and, with Holger Riedl, direction.

“Ruckblenden,” for Westdeutsches Fernsehen (WDHilB)s about the
occupation of the Ruhr area in 1923, about Friéddarkort, about Rhineland
separatism, about family and school in the GDR.

“Deutschlandspiel.” Two-part docudrama on the Germeaunification for ZDF.
1999/2000. Treatment, interviews und academic dongu

Five academic films for the Brandenburg MinistryEafucation, Youth and Sport,
1993-1996:

1. Berufserfahrungen von Lehrerinnen und Lehrer deROPart 1
1993)

2.  Berufserfahrungen von Lehrerinnen und Lehrer deROPart 2
1995)

3.  Prag 1968 und die Schulen der DDR (Script and timer

Alexander Freund, “Oral History as Experienced History (Erfahrungsgeschichte) - An Interview 13
with Alexander von Plato”
Oral History Forum d’histoire orale 29 (2009)



4. Forschendes Lernen an einem Beispiel von 10jahagéder Suche
nach ihrer Vorgéangerschule an der Mauer
5.  Elternhaus und Schule in der DDR (Script and dio@egt
Movies for the national museum Haus der Geschi®uan, about:
e compensation;
* German and Russian prisoners-of-war in the Secoodd/\War,;
» for the exhibition “Markt oder Plan,” about the asishment of the
economic systems in East and West Germany afteésebend World
War (all on CD, may be presented with a touch-straenitor). 1996-
1998.
Several movies (on video or digitized on CD, maylesented with a touch-
screen monitor):
. for the memorial site in Buchenwald about specahps
(Speziallager) in Germany (with Loretta Walz) 1997,
. for the Sinti and Roma of Heidelberg (central exion), 1998;
. for the “Deutsche Arbeitsschutzausstellung” in Darhd about
weavers and weaving mills, shift work, electromibg, job security,
jobs for the disabled, 1998;
. for the memorial site Torgau (about Germany Arnstife
(Wehrmachtsjustiz) and Soviet special camps (Spagexr) 1998-
1999;
. for the memorial site Ravensbriick, with Loretta ¥YMahterview and
installations) 1999-2003;
. for the memorial site Bautzen (special camp and QiBRce
(Speziallager and DDR-Justiz)), 1998-2000;
. for the Hagener Historische Zentrum (forced labi@wangsarbeit) in
Hagen) 2002.
Films for WDR University television, including:

» “Die sowjetische Politik unter Gorbatschow zur Waegkreinigung.
Alexander v. Plato im Gesprach mit Nikolai Portuwyal’ (broadcast 8
January 2000);

» “Die Politik des Bundeskanzleramtes und die Wiedszinigung.
Alexander v. Plato im Gesprach mit Horst TeltscHk001).

» “Der letzte Ministerprasident der DDR und die Wieggeinigung.
Alexander v. Plato im Gesprach mit Lothar de Maizi&(2001)

» “Der frihere AuRenminister und die WiedervereiniguAlexander v.
Plato im Gesprach mit Hans-Dietrich Genscher” (2002
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