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Originally tlle editors of this volume wanted to call it "a 
coinpe~ldiii~n of useful infol- nation. i~lterestiilg scholarship and 
other good stuff." (p. xii) The title Enc~'c1opedia o f l o c a l  History 
is somewhat Inore prosaic nevel-theless the book still contai~ls the 
i~sefiil stuff that Carol Kammen and Morna Prendergast refer to. 
This volume is part of the American Association for State and 
Local History Series and comple~nents the diverse range of i~seful 
technical and professio~lal information that the Association has 
provided for over three decades on matters of concern to local 
history societies, museums and historians. 

The E~~q ,c lo~ped ia  of Local Histot? contains over 500 
pages of alphabetically ai-ranged entries written by 130 histo~ians 
frol~l a vuiety of national perspectives including Canada, Australia, 
Gennany, England and Nige~ia. Not sulprisingly. the numerous 
entries about eth~lic groups and religious organizations are U.S. 
focused but tlle volume does deal with matters of mol-e universal 
appeal like account books, gravestones. historic preservation. 
obituaries. through to zoos and animal collections. Of pa-titular 
value is that each entry is accompanied by both bibliographies and 
web site addresses for fiirther research. The oral history entry, by 
Michael Frisch for example. includes references to both the "How- 
to" manuals of oral llistory as well as the va~ious approaches to oral 
I~istory taken by such well known practitioners as Paul Tl~ompson 
(England) and Alessandro Pol-telli (Italy). 

At a time when the local history of the "amateur historian" 
is achieving muc11 greater status among the "professional 
historians" this booli is a usefill addition to the boolishelves of 
either amateur or professional. For local history societies and 
museums i t  is an exceptionally useful compe~idi~im of "good stuff." 


