
In this annual issue of Oral History Forum, we present a series of articles 
that illustrate the wide range of work being accomplished in the field of oral 
history in Canada. Mario Mimeault's article on family history reminds us 
once again of the complimentary nature of oral and written sources. Rather 
than going over familier concepts, Mimeault presents examples taken from 
his studies of families in the Gasp6 region of Qu6bec to explain the 
complex process that is involved in the combining of oral and written 
sources to understand the social and cultural evolution of a family through 
several generations. 

Elizabeth Beaton's article on Jewish tradition and philanthropy in a 
Cape Breton community is a very welcome contribution to the journal, as 
the author is one of the foremost researchers in the field of ethnic studies in 
Nova Scotia. Her article compliments that of Mario Mimeault, as it also 
deals with family strategies, the topic here being the adaptation of Jewish 
immigrants from Europe into the Cape Breton industrial landscape. 

Jessie L. Embry's article deals with a catego~y of immigrants to Canada 
that is often overlooked - those of American origin. He explores the 
complex identity of the Mormons, members of the Latter-Day Saints 
Church, who moved from the United States to Alberta, and remained very 
much on the border between two countries, while defining themselves first 
and foremost according to their Church. 

Elaine E. Bauer has studied families of various origins who share the 
fact that they involve members of different races. Here again, the question 
of identity is a complex one, and the author draws on a significant amount 
of research data to clarify the topic. The following article, by Patricia 
Skidmore, deals with a different kind of identity, that of the members of two 
choirs in London, Ontario. Choral singing has been an important cultural 
phenomenon in many Canadian communities, and it  is one that deserves 
further study. 

Finally, Chris Kates presents a report on an important oral history 
programme, that of the Osgoode Society, dealing with the legal profession 
in Ontario, while another legal historian, Jacques Vanderlinden, explains 
the significance of the Delgamuukw decision in British Columbia regarding 
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the validity of oral history in the defense of Aboriginal rights. This brief 
report introduces the theme of next years's Oral History Forum, which will 
explore native oral history in Canada. 

**************** 
Dans ce volume annuel du Forurn d'histoire orale, nous prksentons une 
sCrie d'articles qui illustrent la diversite des approches utilisCes par les 
chercheurs en histoire orale au Canada. L'article de Mario Mimeault sur le 
patrimoine culturel familial nous fait voir les rapports complexes qui 
existent entre les sources orales et Ccrites. Son Ctude de llCvolution sociale 
et culturelle de familles gaspCsiennes illustre trks bien la complCmentzritC 
des sources de diverse nature. 

L'article &Elizabeth Beaton sur le r81e jouC par les familles juives dans 
une communautC industrielle au Cap-Breton traite aussi des stratCgies 
familiales. Tout comme Mario Mimeault est specialiste de l'histoire gaspC- 
sienne, Elizabeth Beaton est une specialiste de 1'Ctude des groupes ethniques 
en ~ouvel le-~cosse .  

Jessie L. Embry slintCresse B une catCgorie d'immigrants que l'on oublie 
souvent au Canada - ceux d'origine amCricaine. L'auteur explore lfidentitC 
des Mormons qui ont traversC des ~ t a t s - ~ n i s  B 1'Alberta et qui se sont 
toujours identifiCs d'abord selon leur appartenance religieuse. 

Elaine E. Bauer a CtudiC des familles de diverses origines qui ont en 
commun leur caractkre interracial. Encore une fois, la question de I'identitC 
est complexe et ntcessite de la part de l'auteure une analyse approfondie des 
donnCes recueillies. Le prochain article, par Patricia Skidmore, concerne un 
autre type dlidentitC, soit celle de I'appartenance B des chorales B London, 
Ontario. Le chant choral a CtC un phtnomkne culturel important au Canada 
et m6rite d'gtre ttudiC davantage. 

Enfin, Chris Kates prCsente un rapport sur un important programme 
d'histoire orale, celui de la Osgoode Society, consacr6 aux professions 
legales en Ontario. Un autre spicialiste de l'histoire juridique, Jacques 
Vanderlinden, nous explique l'importance de la dCcision de la Cour supreme 
concernant le Delgamuukw en Colombie-Britannique. Ce bref rapport, qui 
commente le jugement en faveur de la validitt des sources orales dans les 
revendications des groupes autochtones au Canada, introduit le thkme du 
prochain numCro du Forum d'histoire orale, qui sera consacrC B I'histoire 
orale des autochtones. 
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