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Th i s  i s s u e  of t h e  Canadian Ora l  H i s to ry  Assoc ia t ion  Jou rna l  
p r e s e n t s  t h e  proceedings of t h e  1983 annual  conference  which took 
p l a c e  i n  Vancouver a t  t h e  Un ive r s i t y  of B r i t i s h  Columbia. More 
t han  one speaker  remarked t h a t  COHA w a s  r e t u r n i n g  t o  i t s  p l a c e  of 
o r i g i n ,  f o r  it was i n  1974 a t  nearby Simon F r a s e r  Un ive r s i t y  t h a t  
COHA w a s  founded and i t s  f i r s t  conference  he ld .  The 1983 confe- 
rence  t h u s  was an occas ion  t o  review our  p rog re s s  over  t h e  p a s t  
n i n e  years .  These proceedings show s o l i d  accomplishments i n  t h e  
f i e l d  o f  o r a l  h i s t o r y  and,  I t h i n k ,  a sense  of  conf idence  about  
its p l a c e  i n  r e s e a r c h  and i n  Canadian c u l t u r e .  It was a  compact 
two-day conference  t h a t  covered a s u r p r i s i n g  range of s u b j e c t  
a r e a s ,  both v in t age  o r a l  h i s t o r y  t o p i c s  and r e l a t i v e l y  new ones.  
I t h i n k  t h a t  i n  a l l  t h e  s e s s i o n s  t h e r e  was t h e  s p a r k l e  of  f r e s h  
i n s i g h t s ,  s o  whi le  w e  s a i d  t h a t  o r a l  h i s t o r y  had reached a  l e v e l  
of ma tu r i t y  w e  saw t h e r e  w a s  always new ground t o  exp lo re  and t o  
communicate t o  each o t h e r ,  

The conference  s u f f e r e d  because COHA d i d  n o t  r e c e i v e  its usua l  
conference  g r a n t s  and,  as a r e s u l t ,  few members from e a s t e r n  
Canada could  a f f o r d  t o  a t t e n d .  There are, t h e r e f o r e ,  no French- 
speaking s e s s i o n s  t o  r e p o r t  on, which i s  r e g r e t t a b l e  because COHA 
is  a b i l i n g u a l  a s s o c i a t i o n .  For t h o s e  who d i d  a t t e n d  and p a r t i c i -  
p a t e  a t  t h e i r  own expense w e  owe t he  succes s  of  t h e  conference.  
One o t h e r  r e g r e t  i s  t h a t  no photographs were taken:  t hey  could 
have embel l ished and persona l ized  t h e s e  proceedings.  We hope t o  
remedy both of t h e s e  shortcomings a t  our  upcoming conference  i n  
Winnipeg i n  October.  (For d e t a i l s  see page 6 2 . )  

These proceedings a r e  based upon t r a n s c r i p t s  of t h e  recorded 
t a l k s .  A s  COHA members are experienced i n  o r a l  h i s t o r y  t hey  w i l l  
be understanding t h a t  t h e  fo l lowing  pages do n o t  always c o n s i s t  of  
c o r r e c t ,  t a u t  prose.  I e d i t e d  f o r  accuracy and r e a d a b i l i t y ,  n o t  
s tr ict  grammar. I a l s o  had t o  reduce t h e  l e n g t h  of  t h e  t a l k s  i n  
o r d e r  t o  f i t  t h e  proceedings i n t o  a  s t anda rd  s i z e d  Jou rna l .  Many 
anecdotes ,  pe r sona l  r e f e r e n c e s  and t a n g e n t s  were removed s o  long  
as t h e i r  removal d i d  n o t  d e t r a c t  from t h e  meaning and tone  of  each  
t a l k .  Quest ion pe r iods  have n o t  been inc luded  e i t h e r  even though 
they  provided though t fu l  c o u n t e r p a r t s  t o  t h e  prepared t a l k s .  How- 
eve r ,  t h e  complete t r a n s c r i p t s  and t a p e s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  a t  t h e  
Sound & Moving Image Div is ion  of  t h e  P r o v i n c i a l  Archives  of Bri-  
t i s h  Columbia. T r a n s c r i p t i o n  was undertaken by t h e  k ind ly  Hansard 
Se rv i ce  and by t h e  e q u a l l y  k ind  E l i z a b e t h  Klayer of V i c t o r i a ,  B.C. 
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