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" In t roduc t ion"  

by Derek Reimer 

Nine yea r s  ago when t h e  founding 
meeting of t h e  Canadian Ora l  H i s to ry  
Assoc ia t ion  took p l a c e  a t  Simon F r a s e r  
Un ive r s i t y  I a l s o  cha i r ed  a  s e s s i o n  
similar i n  many ways i n  terms of i t s  
t i t l e  and g e n e r a l  d i r e c t i o n  t o  t h i s  one. 
It was c a l l e d  "Oral H i s to ry  i n  B.C. 
S tudies . "  That s e s s i o n  and a  number of  
o t h e r  s e s s i o n s  a t  t h a t  conference empha- 
s i z e d  t h e  g r e a t  promise t h a t  o r a l  h i s t o -  
r y  had f o r  Canadian s t u d i e s .  It was a 
conference t h a t  was f u l l  o f  enthusiasm 
f o r  t h e  f u t u r e  of  o r a l  h i s t o r y ,  bu t  it 
was a  conference t h a t  because of t h e  
time--oral h i s t o r y  being f a i r l y  new i n  
Canada--was a  l i t t l e  l i g h t  i n  terms of 
t h e  accomplishments w e  were a b l e  t o  
p o i n t  t o .  I n  planning f o r  t h i s  s e s s i o n ,  
I have been s t r u c k  by t h e  thought  t h a t  

t h i s  s e s s i o n  could n o t  pos s ib ly  have 
taken  p l ace ,  a s e s s i o n  where w e  are a b l e  
t o  have t h r e e  people t a l k  t o  u s  about  a 
major book, a  major l e g a l  h i s t o r y  under- 
t a k i n g ,  and a  l o c a l  h i s t o r y  p r o j e c t  
organized by a group of  r e t i r e d  miners ,  
such a s  t h e  Coal Tyee P r o j e c t .  There 
j u s t  were n o t  p r o j e c t s  a t  a s u f f i c i e n t  
l e v e l  of  completion. So it g i v e s  m e  a  
l o t  of p l ea su re  t o  c h a i r  t h i s  s e s s i o n  
where w e  can see no t  j u s t  t h e  promise 
t h a t  o r a l  h i s t o r y  ho lds  f o r  t h e  s tudy  of 
B r i t i s h  Columbia bu t  where we can see 
some r e a l l y  s u b s t a n t i a l  r e s u l t s .  

"B.C. Legal H i s to ry  P'ro ject" 

by Maryla Waters 

I ' d  l i k e  t o  begin with a  few words 
about  t h e  scope of our  p r o j e c t .  The 
f u l l  t i t l e  i s  t h e  "B.C. Legal H i s to ry  
Co l l ec t i on  Pro jectl'--no o r a l  i n  i t  a t  
a l l .  When it s t a r t e d ,  very t e n t a t i v e l y  
i n  t h e  summer of  1978, by P ro fe s so r  
William Neilson of t h e  Un ive r s i t y  of 



V i c t o r i a ,  w e  w e r e n ' t  r e a l l y  conduc t ing  
much more t h a n  a  f e a s i b i l i t y  s t u d y .  We 
were wondering where t h e  money cou ld  
come from. We were wondering where t h e  
whole impe tus  c o u l d  come from. I t h i n k  
t h e  t h r e e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  which he lped  
produce t h e  p r o j e c t  have added something 
very  i m p o r t a n t  t o  what it h a s  become. 
I t ' s  housed a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  of Victo- 
r i a  which p r o v i d e s  u s  w i t h  a n  academic 
background. It i s  funded by t h e  Law 
Founda t ion ,  which a d j u d i c a t e s  on v a r i o u s  
l e g a l  p r o j e c t s  and d e c i d e s  where t h e y  
are go ing  t o  g i v e  t h e i r  money. Because 
it i s  a p r o f e s s i o n a l  body and because  
t h e  board i s  a changing board and re- 
f l e c t s  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n  th roughout  t h e  
p r o v i n c e ,  I t h i n k  w e  a r e  k e p t  on o u r  
t o e s .  We r e a l i z e  t h a t  we have t o  re- 
f l e c t  v e r y  f a i t h f u l l y  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  
a s p e c t s  of t h e  p r o f e s s i o n  as i t  e x i s t s  
and as it e x i s t e d  i n  t h i s  p rov ince .  
F i n a l l y ,  w e  draw v e r y  h e a v i l y ,  and par-  
t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  ve ry  e a r l y  d a y s ,  on t h e  
e x p e r i e n c e  and a d v i c e  o f  t h e  P r o v i n c i a l  
Archives .  

Now, as t h e  name i m p l i e s ,  t h e  p r o j e c t  
is c o n f i n e d  t o  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  B.C.,  
which i s  a very  s h o r t  h i s t o r y ,  as w e  
know. We can  a lmos t  go back and t o u c h  
hands  w i t h  t h e  f i r s t  p e o p l e  who worked 
h e r e  i n  l a w  on horseback and s o  on.  
I ' v e  i n t e r v i e w e d  a gentleman who's now 
96. H e  can remember t h e  ve ry  e a r l y  days  
i n  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  law h e r e .  In- 
deed you d o n ' t  have t o  go v e r y  f a r  up 
n o r t h  t o  meet c o n d i t i o n s  which are n o t  
s o  d i s s i m i l a r  from t h o s e  o f  a hundred 
y e a r s  ago.  

Now t o  l e g a l  h i s t o r i a n s ,  t o  whom I 
have t o  speak  more o f t e n  t h a n  t o  p u r e  
h i s t o r i a n s ,  what I do c a n  b a r e l y  be 
c l a s s i f i e d  as h i s t o r y ,  because  w e  do n o t  
trace t h e  development o f  i d e a s ,  o f  doc- 
t r i n e s ,  o f  p rocedures  and s o  on;  w e  
d o n ' t  l o o k  a t  w r i t s  and growth o f  crimi- 
nology. We work on t h e  b a s i s ,  which I 
t h i n k  is probab ly  common t o  a l l  o f  u s  
h e r e ,  t h a t  what happened y e s t e r d a y  i s  
h i s t o r y  and d e s e r v e s  t o  be r e c o r d e d .  

I ' m  a r e c e n t  B r i t i s h  Columbian my- 
self .  I f i n d  t h a t  t h e  h i s t o r y  of t h i s  

p l a c e  i s  a s  s p e c t a c u l a r  as i t s  s c e n e r y .  
We're s o  c l o s e ,  as I s a i d ,  t o  t h e  begin- 
n ing .  L e t  m e  j u s t  g i v e  you two exam- 
p l e s .  Former Chief  J u s t i c e  Wilson,  who 
i s  one o f  t h e  most r e s p e c t e d  l awyers  i n  
t h i s  c o u n t r y ,  as a t h i n k e r  i n  j u r i s p r u -  
dence,  as  a s u p e r b  law-giver when he  sa t  
on t h e  c o u r t ,  s t a r t e d  p r a c t i s i n g  i n  a  
ve ry  p i o n e e r - l i k e  f a s h i o n  i n  t h e  Koote- 
nays .  M r .  J u s t i c e  Cody, t h e  96 y e a r  o l d  
gentleman j u s t  r e f e r r e d  t o ,  came from 
Cape Breton a t  t h e  t u r n  of t h e  c e n t u r y ,  
t r a v e l l i n g  i n  a c o l o n i s t  c a r .  He e s t a b -  
l i s h e d  a p r a c t i c e  i n  e a s t  end Vancouver. 
H e  g r a d u a l l y  cl imbed h i s  way up t h e  
l a d d e r  and became, a g a i n ,  one of t h e  
most r e s p e c t e d  l awyers  on t h e  Cour t  o f  
Appeal,  had a  w e a l t h  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  and 
i d e a l i s m  t o  g i v e  u s ,  from v e r y ,  ve ry  
s i m p l e  beg inn ings .  , 

A s  I mentioned a  moment a g o ,  t h e r e  i s  
no word "ora l "  i n  t h e  t i t l e  o f  o u r  pro- 
j e c t .  The r e a s o n  f o r  t h a t  i s  t h a t  when 
it was s t a r t e d ,  t h e  p l a n  was b a s i c a l l y  
t o  assist t h e  development o f  r e s e a r c h  
and w r i t i n g  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  l e g a l  h i s t o -  
r y  by i d e n t i f y i n g  f o r  r e s e a r c h e r s  t h e  
e x i s t i n g  a r c h i v a l  m a t e r i a l s  and by pro- 
v i d i n g  access t o  them. Because w e  were 
a l a w  f a c u l t y  and very  concerned a b o u t  
our  s t u d e n t s  i n  t h e  summer, w e  t h o u g h t  
t h a t  s o r t  o f  backhandedly we cou ld  s l i p  
i n  a l i t t l e  b i t  of  summer s t u d e n t  ern- 
ployment. And t h e n  someone s a i d ,  "Well, 
it would be i c i n g  on t h e  cake  but  it 
would r e a l l y  be ve ry  n i c e  i f  w e  c o u l d  
a l s o  i n t e r v i e w  some lawyers  who had made 
a major c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e  development 
of l aw i n  t h i s  p r o v i n c e , "  and w e  i n t e r -  
viewed them. T h i s  w a s  t h e  s t a g e  a t  
which I came i n  t o  do a  f e a s i b i l i t y  
s t u d y ,  as more o r  l e s s  a v o l u n t e e r  a t  
t h a t  p o i n t .  I t 's  i n t e r e s t i n g  t h a t  t h e  
o n l y  p a r t  o f  t h e  p r o j e c t  which h a s  su r -  
v ived  t o  t h i s  day,  f o r  a whole v a r i e t y  
o f  r e a s o n s ,  i s  t h e  o r a l  history--and 
s u r v i v e d  and developed though i t ' s  s t i l l  
one woman and a s e c r e t a r y .  

L e t  m e  t e l l  you a t  t h i s  p o i n t  t h a t  I 
t h i n k  we've completed around 30 i n t e r -  
views.  I h a v e n ' t  added up how many 
h o u r s  o f  t a p e  t h e r e  is ,  b u t  I would s a y  



we're g e t t i n g  on f o r  about  200 hours  of 
t a p e  a t  t h i s  s t a g e .  

We a r e  c o n s t a n t l y  i n s p i r e d  by t h e  
p re sen t  r i c h  ho ld ings  of t h e  P r o v i n c i a l  
Archives.  One of t h e  t h i n g s  we f e l t  was 
t h a t  t h e s e  ho ld ings  c o n s i s t i n g  of de- 
b a t e s ,  speeches and s o  on were a  l i t t l e  
u n f a i r  t o  what w e  thought  was j u s t  a  
superb  l e g a l  p ro fe s s ion ,  because it 
sp reads  i t s  t e n t a c l e s  i n t o  s o  many d i f -  
f e r e n t  f i e l d s ;  p o l i t i c s ,  law p r a c t i s e ,  
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  and s o  on. So we wanted 
no t  only t o  provide b iog raph ica l  mate- 
r i a l .  And I t h i n k  t h e  va lue  of a  pro- 
j e c t  such a s  o u r s  can only  r e a l l y  be 
seen  50 yea r s  from now, when t h e s e  peo- 
p l e  a r e  dead and gone. Future  h i s t o -  
r i a n s  w i l l  t h i n k ,  "My word, I can actu-  
a l l y  l i s t e n  t o  t h i s  man whi le  I w r i t e  
about  him.'' But a l s o  w e  wanted t o  show 
t h e  range of c a r e e r s  f o r  which t h e  law 
provides  an i d e a l  t r a i n i n g .  

Most of t h e  people t h a t  we have in-  
terviewed have been people who have g o t  
t o  t h e  top .  They a r e  t h e  former Lieute-  
nant-Governors, t h e  Sec re t a ry  of  S t a t e  
f o r  External. A f f a i r s ,  t h e  f i r s t  woman t o  
be a r t i c l e d  i n  B r i t i s h  Columbia, a  num- 
ber of judges of cou r se ,  a  number of 
l e ad ing  p r a c t i t i o n e r s .  We t r i e d  t o  do 
some count ry  lawyers ,  some p ioneers .  
The reason  w e  haven ' t  gone f u r t h e r  i n t o  
t h i s  i s  because of f i nances .  I t 's  j u s t  
t o o  expensive t o  t r a v e l  very much out- 
s i d e  t h e  c e n t r e s .  

I s e l e c t e d  t h e s e  people by canvassing 
t h e  p ro fe s s ion .  We do have an  advisory  
committee which h e l p s  me t o  select among 
them. We could go on f o r e v e r ,  because, 
of cou r se ,  every time an i n t e r v i e w  is 
f i n i s h e d  somebody else retires. We 
always look  f o r  people who a r e  a t  t h e  
p o i n t  of  r e t i r e m e n t ,  simply because w e  
t a k e  up s o  much of t h e i r  t i m e .  One 
person t o l d  me t h i s  was a  fu l l - t ime  job 
f o r  t h r e e  months, t.o prepare  f o r  h i s  
i n t e rv i ew  and I ' m  n o t  s u r p r i s e d .  H e  
read  through a l l  h i s  c a s e s  and went 
through fami ly  papers  and s o  on. 

Our i n i t i a l  approach i s  very g e n t l e .  
We've had, I t h i n k  we can say ,  n ine ty-  
n ine  pe rcen t  succes s .  W e  i n v i t e d  them 

t o  t e a  and lunch and t h a t  s o r t  of th ing ;  
and it works q u i t e  w e l l .  I then  do a 
l o t  of b a s i c  r e s e a r c h ,  t hen  go i n t o  t h e  
pre l iminary  i n t e r v i e w ,  where no th ing  i s  
recorded but  w e  d i s c u s s  how t h e  i n t e r -  
view w i l l  be run  and a  p o s s i b l e  choice  
of i n t e rv i ewer ,  because I d o n ' t  do a l l  
t h e  i n t e rv i ews .  Very o f t e n  w e  chose a 
contemporary. That was how t h e  p r o j e c t  
was o r i g i n a l l y  set  up. For a  number of 
r ea sons ,  w e  a r e  swi tch ing  away from 
t h a t ,  and I ' m  doing more and more i n t e r -  
views myself.  It j u s t  t a k e s  t o o  much 
t i m e  t o  b r i e f  people.  

But above a l l  [ a t  t h i s  p re l iminary  
meeting] w e  d i s c u s s  t h e  i s s u e  of  conf i -  
d e n t i a l i t y .  Most of t h e  people  t h a t  I 
come t o  t a l k  t o  say  t o  m e :  "Well, look ,  
I c a n ' t  t e l l  you names. I was i n s t r u -  
mental i n  t h i s  dec i s ion .  I c a n ' t  t e l l  
you how w e  a r r i v e d  a t  i t ,  what my bro- 
t h e r  judges s a i d ,  and s o  on." So w e  
w i l l  d i s c u s s  it i n  d e t a i l .  I n  some 
c a s e s  w e  p u t  a  hold on t h e  i n t e rv i ews .  
I n  many c a s e s ,  when they  ga in  conf idence  
i n  t h e  way t h a t  t h i s  i n t e r v i e w  i s  going 
t o  be conducted, t h e i r  guard drops and 
they  do t e l l  much more t han  they  had 
o r i g i n a l l y  in tended  t o .  But i n  a l l  
c a s e s  t h i s  i s  an i s s u e  on which w e  have 
t o  spend a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  t i m e .  I c a n ' t  
overemphasize t h e  importance of t h i s .  I 
t a k e  p a s t  i n t e r v i e w s  t o  them which have 
been r e l e a s e d .  I t a k e  c o p i e s  of  t h e  
r e l e a s e s  from t h e  Archives.  We do em- 
phas ize  t o  them t h e  whole t i m e  t h a t  t hey  
must never f e e l  t h a t  t hey  are going t o  
be pushed beyond what they  want t o  t e l l  
us .  We a r e  no t  being i n v e s t i g a t i v e .  We 
a r e  t r y i n g  t o  g i v e  a s  t r u e ,  a s  c l e a r  and 
a s  i n d i v i d u a l  a  p i c t u r e  as w e  pos s ib ly  
can. Every i n t e r v i e w  i s  very  d i f f e r e n t .  
I f e e l  t h a t  my whole e f f o r t  goes i n t o  
l e a r n i n g  from them what t hey  want t o  
t a l k  about .  

I w a s  t a l k i n g  about  t h i s  p r o j e c t  las t  
n i g h t ,  and I was asked how much fami ly  
background w e  g ive  t o  t h e  i n t e r v i e w  of  
t h e s e  people ,  and I s a i d  it v a r i e s  tre- 
mendously. I f  someone s a i d  t o  m e ,  "Oh, 
yes ,  my p a r e n t s  a r e  both Scandinavian 
but  I don ' t  r e a l l y  known much about  my 



f ami ly , "  f o r  example, t hen  t h a t  i s  a l l  
t h a t  I w i l l  r eco rd  i n  t h e  i n t e rv i ew ,  
because I f e e l  t h a t  i s  t h e  importance 
t h a t  i t ' s  he ld  f o r  them. But i f  he 
p u l l s  o u t  a whole l o t  of scrapbooks and 
starts showi.ng me h i s  fami ly  background 
and t e l l s  m e  t h a t  h i s  great-uncle  had 
been a  lawyer t hen  I 'll spend a  g r e a t  
d e a l  of t i m e  going i n t o  h i s  fami ly  back- 
ground, because t o  m e  t h a t  i s  p a r t  of 
t h e  p i c t u r e  of t h e  man concerned. 

Most of t h e  r e sea rch  t h a t  i s  done is  
done by t a l k i n g  t o  people .  I n  one ca se ,  
t o  g ive  you an idea--and t h i s  i s  unus- 
ual--I in te rv iewed 17 people be fo re  I 
a c t u a l l y  came t o  i n t e r v i e w  t h e  main 
person t h a t  I was going t o  t a l k  t o .  I 
then  prepared n o t  a se t  of ques t i ons  bu t  
an o u t l i n e  of  a l l  t h e  main p o i n t s  t h a t  I 
wanted t o  raise wi th  them. We found 
ques t i ons  t e r r i b l y  conf in ing :  t h e  whole 
t h i n g  became s t i l t e d ,  s o  w e  dropped 
them. The o u t l i n e  works we l l  f o r  u s .  
It t ends  t o  be very d e t a i l e d .  It goes 
between m e  and t h e  i n t e rv i ewee  and t h e  
i n t e r v i e w e r ,  i f  t h e r e  i s  one. We a r r i v e  
a t  a  p o i n t  where w e  are a l l  happy wi th  
it, and then  w e  plunge i n t o  i t;  w e  don ' t  
go any f u r t h e r .  We s t r e s s  t h e  l e g a l ,  as 
I s a i d ,  bu t  w e  w i l l  go as f a r  o u t s i d e  
t h e  l e g a l  a s  necessary .  C e r t a i n l y  
t h i n g s  l i k e  r e l i g i o n ,  moral va lues  i n  
t h e  house and s o  on w e  would cons ider  
very impor tan t ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  case 
of  judges,  because i t  might w e l l  a f f e c t  
t h e i r  work. 

When we've g o t  t h e  t a p e  ready w e  
p repare  a  t r a n s c r i p t  wi th  tremendous 
c a r e ,  and t h a t  t r a n s c r i p t  is  v e t t e d  by 
t h e  i n t e rv i ewee  too .  Following t h e  
Archive ' s  adv ice ,  w e  t e l l  them over  and 
over  aga in :  "Please don ' t change t h i n g s .  
By a l l  means pu t  a  hold i f  you must. 
Change punctua t ion ,  s p e l l i n g s  and s o  on. 
Don't change major t h i n g s  bu t  do f e e l  
happy wi th  it.'' We haven ' t  y e t  had one 
t r a n s c r i p t  which t h e  i n t e rv i ewee  was n o t  
happy wi th ,  bu t  sometimes he f e l t  he 
wished he had s a i d  t h i s  and t h e  o t h e r ,  
and w e  w i l l  add an appendix i n  t h a t  
case. A t  t h i s  p o i n t  we  go t o  them and 
say  t o  them: "Are you ready t o  r e l e a s e  

i t ? "  The Release Form i s  signed and t h e  
t a p e s  and t h e  t r a n s c r i p t  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  
t o  r e s e a r c h e r s ,  both i n  t h e  a r c h i v e s  and 
a t  t h e  Un ive r s i t y  of V i c t o r i a .  

To sum up, I l i k e  t o  ask  myself 
what t h e  f u t u r e  ho lds  f o r  p r o j e c t s  such 
as t h i s .  Now i t  i s  funded from year  t o  
year  and t h e r e f o r e  i t  could be d i s c o n t i -  
nued, I suppose a t  any t i m e .  Because of  
t h e  very happy r e l a t i o n s h i p  we've s e t  up 
wi th  t h e  Archives ,  I d o n ' t  f e e l  i t  would 
be a  t r agedy ,  though it would be a p i t y ,  
because we might m i s s  one o r  two people.  
But it could always be taken  up aga in  a t  
some f u t u r e  s t a g e  and cont inued.  

"A His to ry  of Tow-boating 
i n  B r i t i s h  Columbia" 

by Ken Drushka 

When I s t a r t e d  I never r e a l l y  had any 
knowledge of  t h e  towboat i n d u s t r y ,  o r  
very l i t t l e .  And I d i d n ' t  have much of  
t h e  sense  of t h e  book I was t o  w r i t e .  
The sense  of t h e  book came o u t  of t h e  
t ap ing ,  and t h a t  was what began t o  i m -  
p r e s s  m e  about  t h e  use and t h e  misuse of  
o r a l  h i s t o r y .  A s  I s t a r t e d  s ee ing  t h e  
t r a n s c r i p t s  a  number of  t h i n g s  became 
c l e a r  t o  m e .  One, was t h a t  t h e  o r a l  
h i s t o r y  component of t h i s  was going t o  
provide t h e  co lour  and t h e  t e x t u r e  and 
t h e  feel  of  t h e  i n d u s t r y .  That was t h e  
f i r s t  thing.. Gradual ly  though it became 
c l e a r  i t  was going t o  provide  a  l o t  more 
than  t h a t .  Because what t h e  o r a l  h i s -  
t o r y  w a s  doing as I d i d  i n t e rv i ew ,  a f t e r  
i n t e r v i e w ,  (and I d id  some 40 wi th  most 
of t h e  people who had been involved wi th  
t h e  development of t h e  i n d u s t r y )  w a s  
t h a t  t h e  o r a l  h i s t o r y  was i n  many ways 
i n  c o n t r a d i c t i o n  t o  t h e  orthodox h i s t o r y  
of  t h e  i n d u s t r y .  With t h e  towboat 
i n d u s t r y  t h e r e  was a commonly accepted  
h i s t o r y  and then  t h e r e  w a s  t h e  t h i n g s  
t h a t  everybody involved kep t  r e f e r r i n g  



back t o  and t a l k i n g  about .  I n  t h e  case 
of t h e  towboat i n d u s t r y  t h e r e  were two 
i n t e r e s t i n g  a s p e c t s .  One was t h e  or tho-  
dox view of t h e  i ndus t ry :  t h a t  it had 
s t a r t e d  ou t  wi th  a bunch of  sma l l  opera- 
t o r s  who had been taken  over  by mult i -  
n a t i o n a l  c o r p o r a t i o n s  l e a v i n g  two compa- 
n i e s  i n  c o n t r o l  of 90 t o  95  pe rcen t  of 
t h e  i n d u s t r y  wi th  b ig  new boa ts .  And 
t h i s  r ep re sen t ed  progress .  But every- 
body I t a l k e d  t o ,  i nc lud ing  t h e  people  
who were t h e  heads of t h e s e  corpora- 
t i o n s ,  who had any r o o t s  i n  t h e  indus- 
t r y ,  thought  t h a t  t h i s  was a  dep lo rab l e  
s i t u a t i o n .  And t h a t  a l though t h e r e  was 
a  l o t  of  good t h i n g s  t h a t  came o u t  of 
t h e  so-ca l led  p rog re s s  i n  t h e  i n d u s t r y ,  
t h e r e  were a  l o t  of bad t h i n g s  about  it 
t o o .  

The o t h e r  t h i n g  was t h a t  t h e r e  was a  
phase t h a t  t h e  i n d u s t r y  went through 
where some very i r r e s p o n s i b l e  t h i n g s  
happened. Simply p u t ,  a  l o t  of very 
poor b o a t s  were b u i l t  dur ing  t h e  1950s 
and a  l o t  of people d ied  i n  t h o s e  boa ts .  
Th i s  was an embarrassing phase f o r  t h e  
i n d u s t r y  a  l o t  of people  p r e f e r r e d  n o t  
t o  t a l k  about .  I should go back a b i t  
he re  and say  t h a t  t h i s  book was funded 
by t h e  towboat i n d u s t r y .  However, t hey  
had s igned  a c o n t r a c t  s ay ing  t h a t  I had 
t h e  f i n a l  e d i t o r i a l  say .  So they  could 
n o t  s t o p  o r  c o n t r o l  t h e  con ten t  of t h e  
book. I f  t hey  would have been a b l e  t o ,  
t hey  would have s topped t h e  book a t  t h a t  
p o i n t ,  because t hey  were on t h e  verge of 
c a l l i n g  t h e i r  lawyers .  Th i s  was t h e  
r e a l l y  on ly  t r i c k y  poin t  of it .  To m e  
i t  was a  c r i t i c a l  p o i n t  of i t ,  because 
f o r  anybody who had worked i n  t h e  indus- 
t r y ,  t h e  v a l i d i t y  and t h e  a u t h e n t i c i t y  
of t h e  book and of t h e  h i s t o r y  meant 
t h a t  t h i s  a s p e c t  of t h e  i n d u s t r y  had t o  
be mentioned. To s e t t l e  t h e  argument I 
s a i d ,  "Okay, I ' l l  go and t a l k  t o  a  guy 
who i s  r e t i r e d . "  He was t h e  former 
p r e s i d e n t  of Seaspan--the b igges t  towing 
company on t h e  c o a s t .  " H e ' l l  s e t  me 
s t r a i g h t  on t h i s . "  I s a i d ,  " I ' m  w i l l i n g  
t o  t a l k  t o  anybody, but I ' l l  write what 
1'11 w r i t e . "  So I went and w e  t a l k e d  of 
a  number of t h i n g s .  He had read  t h e  
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f i r s t  d r a f t  of t h e  book and i n  t h e  end 
he tu rned  t o  me and s a i d ,  "The one t h i n g  
t h a t  I would r e a l l y  l i k e  t o  t a l k  t o  you 
about  i s  t h i s  bus iness  about  t h e  boa t s  
t h a t  were b u i l t  dur ing t h e  1950s, t h e  
so-cal led t i n  cans  o r  t h e  ho t rods  of t h e  
indus t ry ."  H e  s a i d ,  "I j u s t  want you t o  
know t h a t  I t h i n k  t h a t  you a r e  abso lu te -  
l y  c o r r e c t  and t h a t  t h a t  was t h e  most 
dep lo rab l e  t h i n g  t h a t  ever  happened i n  
t h e  i n d u s t r y ,  and t h a t  i s  an  e s s e n t i a l  
p a r t  of t h i s  book, and i t ' s  e s s e n t i a l  
t h a t  t h a t  be s t a t e d . "  

I t h i n k  i f  anybody would have attemp- 
t e d  t o  write a  h i s t o r y  of t h e  i n d u s t r y  
from documented sou rces  without  o r a l  
h i s t o r y ,  they  would n o t  have been a b l e  
t o  i nc lude  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t hose  two 
th ings .  P a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  p a r t  about  t h e  



boa t s  t h a t  sunk wi th  t h e i r  crews,because 
t h e r e  w a s  no evidence of t h a t .  There 
were hea r ings  and i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  bu t  t h e  
documents t h a t  came o u t  tended t o  say  
t h a t  no th ing  happened. Sure people d i ed  
bu t  t h e r e  were reasonable  r ea sons  f o r  
t h a t  happening and s o  on. But people 
from both l abour  and management, once 
t h e y ' r e  o u t  of t h e  i n d u s t r y ,  once re- 
t i r e d ,  once they d i d n ' t  have any s t a k e  
i n  t h e  p o l i t i c s  of t h e  industiry,  t hey  
were w i l l i n g  t o  s a y ,  yes  t h a t  was a  
t e r r i b l e  t h i n g  t h a t  went on. And they  
r e g r e t  i t ,  and i t ' s  over  w i th  and they  
don ' t  want t o  see it happening aga in .  

I found some l i m i t a t i o n s  though, i n  
us ing  o r a l  h i s t o r y  f o r  t h a t .  One i s  
t h a t  i t  only  covers  a  p a r t  of t h e  h i s -  
t o r i c a l  per iod  of t h e  i n d u s t r y .  You can 
only  go back s o  f a r  and then  everybody's 
dead. E s s e n t i a l l y  i f  you ' re  t a l k i n g  
about  i n d u s t r i a l  h i s t o r y ,  o r a l  h i s t o r y  
i s  r e l e v a n t  from about  t h e  1920s on. I 
found one person who w a s  95 whose memory 
i n  some a r e a s  w a s  f a i r l y  good who had 
gone back a l i t t l e  earlier. B a s i c a l l y  
i f  you ' r e  w r i t i n g  a  h i s t o r y  of an  indus- 
t r y  you g o t  t o  s t a r t  from t h e  beginning 
and you ' re  n o t  going t o  f i n d  people .  So 
i n  a  way it t ends  t o  c r e a t e  an  odd book. 

By t h e  t i m e  I came t o  w r i t e  t h e  book 
my conc lus ion  was t h a t  what I had t o  
w r i t e  w a s  r e a l l y  t h e  connect ing s e c t o r s  
between t h e  t r a n s c r i p t s  of t h e  va r ious  
people t h a t  I had in te rv iewed.  They had 
t o l d  most of t h e  s t o r y  and what I needed 
t o  do as a  writer was t o  provide some 
connect ing commentary. So I wrote t h a t .  
I had t r a n s c r i p t s  made as soon a s  I d i d  
t h e  i n t e r v i e w s  and then I could look  a t  
them. 

I wound up wi th  t r a n s c r i p t s  t h a t  
would have t o t a l e d  about  150,000 words. 
The book was supposed t o  be 100,000 
words. So I phoned up t h e  e d i t o r s  of 
t h e  pub l i sh ing  house and s a i d ,  "What do 
you want me t o  do, do you want me t o  
e d i t  a l l  t h i s  s t u f f  down, c u t  i t  o u t ,  o r  
do you want t o  see a l l  of i t  and be i n  
on t h e  s e l e c t i o n  process  f o r  t h i s  
because i t ' s  a l l  good, i t ' s  a l l  usable ."  
So it w a s  a ques t i on  of judgment. She 

s a i d ,  "Send it a l l  down and w e ' l l  have a  
look a t  it." So I s e n t  t h e  manuscr ipt  
down wi th  t h e  t r a n s c r i p t s  i n  a  b i g  box 
and then  I went down t o  see t h e  pub- 
l i s h e r  who had j u s t  come ou t  of t h e  
h o s p i t a l  from having an ope ra t i on .  And 
he s a i d ,  "I read  t h i s  and i t ' s  p r e t t y  
good, bu t  it  seems t o  me you've l e f t  o u t  
q u i t e  a  b i t .  It 's only about 50,000 
words where t h i s  was going t o  be an 80 
t o  100,000 word book. Where's t h e  
r e s t ? "  I s a i d ,  "Where a r e  t h e  t r an -  
s c r i p t s ? "  "What a r e  you t a l k i n g  about?" 
I s a i d ,  "There 's  a  box f u l l  of s t u f f  ." 
And h i s  f a c e  tu rned  whi te  and he went 
c rawl ing  under t h e  desk and pu l l ed  o u t  
t h e  box of e d i t e d  t r a n s c r i p t s .  He s a i d ,  
I' You mean t h i s ? "  And I s a i d ,  "Yes, 
t h a t .  T h a t ' s  t h e  bo-ok, t h i s  i s  j u s t  t h e  
connect ing s t u f f  here. ' '  Well a t  t h a t  
po in t  they  almost  d i d n ' t  publ i sh  t h e  
book. They though you c o u l d n ' t  mix 
t h e s e  t h i n g s  t o g e t h e r .  I n  f a c t  t h e y ' d  
sooner n o t  have o r a l  h i s t o r y  a t  a l l ,  
because i t  was a  r a t h e r  odd new kind of 
t h i n g .  Mixing it wi th  t e x t s  t h a t  I ' d  
w r i t t e n  was, no way. So we fought  t h a t  
one back and f o r t h .  They s a i d ,  "You've 
go t  t o  w r i t e  t h e  book, and you can j u s t  
i n s e r t  t h i s  s t u f f  ." "No." F i n a l l y  they 
d i d  pu t  an  e d i t o r  t o  work on i t ,  who was 
a  good e d i t o r  and was a b l e  t o  p u l l  it 
t o g e t h e r  and make t h e  two f i t .  

One of t h e  most i n t e r e s t i n g  u se s  I 
made of  t h e  o r a l  h i s t o r y  techniques  was 
t o  sit down wi th  somebody who had a 
p i c t u r e  c o l l e c t i o n  and go through those  
p i c t u r e s  wi th  t h e  person numbering t h e  
p i c t u r e s  and mentioning t h e  numbers on 
t h e  t ape .  Keying t h e  p i c t u r e s  i n t o  t h e  
index of t h e  t a p e  and having him exp la in  
what t h e  p i c t u r e s  were about .  It s t a r t s  
i n  h i s  mind a l l  s o r t s  of t h i n g s  t h a t  he  
had f o r g o t t e n .  It tended t o  make t h i n g s  
very p r e c i s e  because r a t h e r  t han  j u s t  
t a l k i n g  o u t  of h i s  memory h e  was looking 
a t  something s p e c i f i c .  A p i c t u r e  of a  
boa t  b a s i c a l l y  i s  what t h e s e  t h i n g s  
were. That was very u s e f u l .  

Another t h i n g  t h a t  I d id  before  I 
t a l k e d  t o  t h e  o l d  timers i n  t h e  indus- 
t r y ,  s i n c e  I knew very l i t t l e  about  t h e  



i n d u s t r y ,  I went t o  two o r  t h r e e  people  
who a r e  a c t i v e  i n  t h e  i n d u s t r y  and asked 
them t o  g ive  me a  f u l l  explana t ion  of 
how t h e  i n d u s t r y  o p e r a t e s  today.  I 
wanted t h a t  s o  I wouldn ' t  be a complete 
dud and a sk  s t u p i d  ques t i ons .  That 
worked very w e l l .  

One t h i n g  t h a t  d i d n ' t  work a t  a l l  was 
group s e s s i o n s .  I g o t  conned i n t o  going 
t o  a  s e s s i o n  of  t h e  P i o n e e r ' s  Club of 
Canadian Merchant Se rv i ce  Gui ld ,  which 
is  t h e  r e t i r e d  t ug  boat c a p t a i n s ,  mates 
and eng inee r s .  They s a i d ,  "Oh, w e  have 
a meeting t h e  f i r s t  Wednesday of every 
month a t  1 o ' c lock  i n  t h e  a f te rnoon.  
Come, t h e r e ' s  everybody t h e r e .  We have a  
bus ines s  meeting and then  w e  sit around 
and t a l k  about  t h e  o l d  days." And I 
thought ,  w e l l  t h i s  w i l l  be g r e a t .  So I 
went wi th  my t a p e  r e c o r d e r .  They had t h e  
bus ines s  meeting, 10  minutes  later  some- 
body moved an adjournment,  they a l l  g o t  
up and walked o u t ,  35 of t h e s e  people ,  
everyone of them c a r r y i n g  a b o t t l e  of 
s co t ch  o r  rum o r  r y e  s a t  it down on t h e  
t a b l e  and they  a l l  s t a r t e d  t a l k i n g  about  
t h e  o l d  days.  And nobody l e f t  u n t i l  a l l  
of t h i s  l i q u o r  w a s  gone. I t r i e d  lis- 
t e n i n g  t o  t h e  t a p e  of  t h a t  and some of 
t h e  t a p e s  I made t h e r e  a r e  u s e l e s s .  I 
did meet a  few i n t e r e s t i n g  people  but  
t h a t  was a l l  t h e  s e s s i o n  was good f o r .  

I suppose t h e  main u se  I made of o r a l  
h i s t o r y  i n  t h e  book was t o  v a l i d a t e  o r  
a u t h e n t i c a t e  my pe rcep t ions  of t h e  h i s -  
t o r y  of t h e  i n d u s t r y  which I had ob- 
t a i n e d  l a r g e l y  from t h e  people t h a t  I 
in te rv iewed,  but a l s o  a  v a r i e t y  of o t h e r  
sou rces  l i k e  t h e  Archives and t h e i r  
h i s t o r i c a l  documents. That d i d  r a i s e  i n  
my mind an e t h i c a l  ques t ion .  B a s i c a l l y ,  
a r e  t h e s e  t a p e s  and t h e s e  t r a n s c r i p t s  
s o r t  of raw m a t e r i a l  t h a t  I can use ,  
t h a t  I could p i ck  and chose from? 
Everybody c o n t r a d i c t e d  everybody e l s e  
s o ,  e s s e n t i a l l y ,  I could make o r a l  h i s -  
t o r y  say  what I wanted it t o  say w i th in  
c e r t a i n  bounds of course .  There was a n  
e t h i c a l  ques t i on  and i t s  one t h a t  I 
still haven ' t  r e so lved ,  I suppose some 
academic o r a l  h i s t o r i a n s  might s ay ,  
"Well, you ' r e  looking f o r  an o b j e c t i v e  

r e a l i t y  and you make s u r e  you g e t  it." 
Well, t h a t ' s  f i n e  i f  you ' re  going t o  
tuck  i t  away i n  a  f i l e  c a b i n e t  some 
p l ace  bu t  n o t  i f  i t ' s  going t o  go i n t o  a  
book. 

I suppose t h e  most v i v i d  i l l u s t r a t i o n  
t o  m e  of  t h e  va lue  of  o r a l  h i s t o r y  was 
something I came a c r o s s  when I was doing 
t h e  tugboat  book t h a t  r e a l l y  had noth ing  
t o  do wi th  t h e  towboat i n d u s t r y .  I n  t h e  
realm of i n d u s t r i a l  h i s t o r y  t h e r e  e x i s t s  
t h e  C.D. Orchard Co l l ec t i on .  I n  t h e  
1960s C.D. Orchard, who had been t h e  
ch i e f  f o r e s t e r  o f  t h e  B.C. F o r e s t  Ser- 
v i c e  f o r  q u i t e  a number of y e a r s ,  w a s  
h i r e d  t o  do a f o r e s t  h i s t o r y  p r o j e c t .  I 
t h i n k  he s p e n t  a  year  o r  more on i t .  
One of t h e  t h i n g s  he  d i d  w a s  go around 
wi th  a  dictaphone o r  some kind of mac- 
h ine  and t a l k  t o  about  40 people who 
were prominent i n  t h e  f o r e s t  i n d u s t r y  a t  
t h a t  t i m e ,  That c o l l e c t i o n  of  t a p e s  
(and t h e  t r a n s c r i p t s  were made from them 
by t h e  Hansard Report ing Se rv i ce )  i s  one 
of t h e  most i n c r e d i b l e  c o l l e c t i o n s  of 
in format ion ,  d a t a ,  and i n s i g h t  i n t o  how 
an i n d u s t r y  f u n c t i o n s  t h a t  e x i s t s ,  par- 
t i c u l a r l y  s i n c e  he documented t h e  whole 
t h i n g .  B a s i c a l l y ,  he ransacked t h e  
f o r e s t  s e r v i c e  f i l e s  f o r  what he consi-  
dered t o  be impor tan t  documents t h a t  I 
presume he thought  would be more s a f e  
o u t s i d e  t h e  f o r e s t  s e r v i c e  i n  i n s t i t u -  
t i o n s  l i k e  t h e  B.C. Archives  o r  UBC. I f  
you go through Orchard 's  tapes--particu- 
l a r l y  h i s  tapes--and t h e  documentation 
t h a t  go a long  wi th  i t ,  it r e q u i r e s  a  
complete r e w r i t i n g  of orthodox f o r e s t  
h i s t o r y  i n  B.C. That  impressed m e  very 
much. The techniques  of  o r a l  h i s t o r y  
and t h e  p r a c t i c e  of  o r a l  h i s t o r y  can go 
an awful long way t o  breaking through 
t h e  orthodox h i s t o r i c a l  p o i n t  of view 
and g e t t i n g  a  l i t t l e  b i t  c l o s e r  t o  what 
r e a l l y  went on. 



"The Coalminers of Vancouver I s l a n d  
Remember 'I 

by Lynne Bowen 

Four y e a r s  ago a  group of mostly 
s e n i o r  c i t i z e n s  began work under an  
i n s p i r a t i o n a l  l ady  named Myrt le  Bergren, 
a s e n i o r  h e r s e l f ,  and au tho r  of Tough 
Timber a h i s t o r y  of t h e  I .W,A.  The i r  
o b j e c t  was t o  c o l l e c t  memories of Van- 
couver I s l a n d  coalminers  and t h i s  t hey  
d id .  Within t h e  s h o r t  t i m e  of  e i g h t  
months t hey  had in te rv iewed 110 r e t i r e d  
coalminers .  Then a car acc iden t  took 
Myrt le  Be rg ren l s  l i f e .  The group u l t i -  
mately asked m e  t o  con t inue  where s h e  
had l e f t  o f f .  They a l s o  h i r e d  a play- 
wr ight  t o  dramatize t h e i r  s t o r y  f o r  t h e  
s t a g e  and t h e  r e s u l t  w a s  t h e  p lay  c a l l e d  
We Too which r a n  f o r  t h r e e  weeks t o  s o l d  
o u t  houses,and t h e  book Boss Whist le .  

I mention t h e  p lay  t o  i l l u s t r a t e  one - - 
of t h e  o t h e r  uses  of o r a l  h i s t o r y  t o  
which t h i s  group, t h e  Coal Tyee Soc i e ty  
has  pu t  t h e i r  recorded memories. Be- 
cause  t h e i r  aim w a s  t o  t e l l  as many 
people  as p o s s i b l e  what coa lminers  l i v e s  
and s t r u g g l e s  were l i k e  t hey 've  encou- 
raged m e  t o  speak on t h e i r  behalf  on 
r a d i o  and t e l e v i s i o n ,  a t  schools , ,  ser- 
v i c e  c l u b s  and a t  book s t o r e s - - l i t e r a l l y  
wherever two o r  t h r e e  are ga thered  toge- 
t h e r .  Readings of  t h e  book have been 
e s p e c i a l l y  w e l l  r ece ived .  Everyone 
seems t o  enjoy being read  t o  and when w e  
u se  a c t o r s  t o  r ead  t h e  miners  words t h e  
audiences  l i k e  it even more. The a c t o r s  
read  d i r e c t  quo te s  from t h e  book. 
Throughout t h e  book t h e  smaller p r i n t  
are d i r e c t  quotes  from t h e  miners.  

The d e c i s i o n  t o  use t h i s  format came 
when I r e a l i z e d  t h a t  o f t e n  t h e  miners  
could  say  it much b e t t e r  t h a n  I could.  
How could  any writer improve on t h i s .  

I' ' I ve been down i n  t h e  graveyard 
t h e r e  s e v e r a l  times and seen  a l o t  of 
t h e  graves tones  of  t h e  people who 
were k i l l e d .  The f u n e r a l s  were 

most ly  on f o o t .  Ladysmith h a s  a  band 
and it played f o r  every f u n e r a l .  
They walked slow, and they  went and 
they  picked one up and they  took him 
t o  t h e  grave ,  bur ied  him, t hen  went 
back and picked up t h e  next  one. It 
was a t  least two days.  I s t i l l  know 
t h e  t une  it played,  i t ' s  kind of 
eerie. Sometimes it r i n g s  i n  my e a r s  
even y e t  .'I 
The use  of d i r e c t  quotes  h a s  however 

been t h e  source  of t h e  s i n g l e  most o f t e n  
asked ques t i on  about  Boss Whist le .  Why 
d i d  I n o t  i d e n t i f y  each speaker  i n  t h e  
t e x t .  Th i s  dec i s ion  w a s  made a f t e r  
g r e a t  thought  and w a s  based on t h e  f o l -  
lowing cons ide ra t i ons .  F i r s t ,  t h e  
s t a t emen t s  i n  t h e  book are t h e  op in ion  
of t h e  speaker  and as such w i l l  l i k e l y  
d i f f e r  w i th  many o t h e r  peop le ' s  opi- 
n ions .  Anonymity p r o t e c t s  t h e  speakers  
from having t o  defend what t hey  have 
s a i d .  Second, t h e r e  were s e v e r a l  people  
who could  n o t  be in te rv iewed because of 
t h e  p r e s s  of t ime.  I hope t h a t  they  
w i l l  be a b l e  t o  i d e n t i f y  w i th  some of 
t h e  anonymous speakers  and i n  t h a t  w e  
f e e l  t h a t  they  t o o  had a  p a r t  i n  t e l l i n g  
t h e  s t o r y .  Thi rd ,  p l ac ing  a  name bes ide  
each quo ta t i on  would, I f e l t  i n t e r r u p t  
t h e  f low of t h e  t e x t .  I n  o r d e r ,  how- 
e v e r ,  t o  guard t h e  i n t e g r i t y  of t h e  book 
a l l  i n t e rv i ewees  are l i s t e d  a t  t h e  back 
of t h e  book. Furthermore, t h e r e  i s  a 
quote  by quote  list i d e n t i f y i n g  each 
speaker  on f i l e  a t  t h e  P r o v i n c i a l  Arch- 
i v e s  of B.C. i n  V i c t o r i a .  Th i s  l ist  i s  
wi th  t h e  t a p e  r eco rd ings  now p a r t  of t h e  
Archive ' s  permanent c o l l e c t i o n  and i s  
a v a i l a b l e  t o  anyone who wishes t o  check 
my i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  o r  use  of t h e  
material. 

The audiences  a t  t h e  r ead ings  have, 
as I s a i d ,  been e n t h u s i a s t i c .  Th i s  n o t  
on ly  f u l f i l l s  t h e  Coal Tyee S o c i e t y ' s  
a i m ,  it f u l f i l l s  mine. My aim i s  t o  
h e l p  Canadians r ead  and en joy  t h e i r  own 
h i s t o r y .  I put  it  t o  you t h a t  o r a l  
h i s t o r y  i n  a l l  i t s  man i f e s t a t i ons  i s  
uniquely s u i t e d  t o  t u r n  Canada on t o  i t s  
own h i s t o r y .  By us ing  t h e  "people1' 
s t o r y  w e  can r each  every  person i n  t h e  



Courtesy of  Oolichan Press 
Nanaimo, B.C. 

count ry .  But t h e  s t o r y  must be t r u e  as 
w e l l  a s  i n t e r e s t i n g .  It must be based 
on f a c t s  which have been checked, and it 
must be w r i t t e n  us ing  v a l i d  h i s t o r i c a l  
r e sea rch  techniques .  

The use r  of o r a l  h i s t o r y  i s  faced  
wi th  t h r e e  l a r g e  t a s k s .  F i r s t ,  t h e  
ga the r ing  of  in format ion  by in t e rv i ewing  
and consu l t i ng  t h e  sources .  Second, t h e  
process  of o rgan iz ing  t h a t  in format ion ,  
and t h i r d ,  t h e  w r i t i n g .  Today I would 
l i k e  t o  concen t r a t e  my remarks on t h e  
f i r s t  t a s k ,  t h a t  of ga the r ing  t h e  i n f o r -  
mation. I n  a  r e l a t i v e  s ense  I am an 
inexper ienced  in t e rv i ewer  having only  
done a  handfu l  o f  i n t e r v i e w s  myself.  I 
am however, an experienced u s e r  of in -  
t e rv i ews ,  having r ead ,  re-read,  ca ta -  
logued, checked and dismembered 130 
hours  of t r a n s c r i b e d  in t e rv i ews .  During 
t h i s  p rocess  I was a b l e  t o  see c e r t a i n  
problems t h a t  can a r i s e  and, wi th  t h e  
l o f t y  view of  t h e  c r i t i c  who p i cks  a p a r t  
what o t h e r s  have done, I made t h e  f o l -  
lowing obse rva t ions .  

The people who d id  do t h e  Coal Tyee 
i n t e r v i e w s  ranged a l l  t h e  way from ex- 
p e r t s  t o  i n e p t  novices .  I n  o rde r  t o  
e a s e  t h e  way of t h e  novices  a  list of 
ques t i ons  was prepared.  But t h i s  seemed 
t o  r e s t r i c t  t h e  i n t e rv i ew .  The inexpe- 
r ienced  person being s o  preoccupied wi th  
t h e  ques t i ons  t h a t  t o p i c s  were n o t  pur- 
sued when they  were brought up. The 
novice and e x p e r t  a l i k e  were a t  t h e  
mercy of two o r  t h r e e  h igh ly  educated 
people who were in te rv iewed.  Because 
t h e s e  people were accustomed t o  organi-  
z ing  t h e i r  thoughts  t h e r e  words came ou t  
sounding l i k e  ho ly  w r i t .  It i s  d i f f i -  
c u l t  t o  cha l lenge  a  s ta tement  t h a t  
sounds l o g i c a l  and w e l l  de l i ve red .  

The phrase ,  "second chance h i s t o r y "  
i s  one t h a t  was used a t  t h e  o r a l  h i s t o r y  
conference i n  1974 by George Cook. The 
golden oppor tun i ty  t o  t e l l  t h e  s t o r y  t h e  
way t h e  s u b j e c t  would have l i k e d  it t o  
happen, was seen a s  a g r e a t  weakness of 
o r a l  h i s t o r y  and one of which I was very 
aware. L e t ' s  propose two techniques  
which can l e s s e n  t h e  ill e f f e c t s  of 
second chance h i s t o r y .  The f i r s t  i s  one 

I used i n  Boss Whist le .  The shee r  num- 
b e r s  of i n t e r v i e w s  were very u s e f u l  t o  
me f o r  I w a s  a b l e  t o  ga in  s e v e r a l  d i f f e -  
r e n t  r ende r ings  of t h e  most controver-  
s ia l  even t s .  For some I was a b l e  t o  
compare s t o r i e s  wi th  newspaper and scho- 
l a r l y  accounts .  And t h u s  a r r i v e  a t  a  
judgment a t  what a c t u a l l y  happened. 

For o t h e r s  t h e r e  was no obvious cor- 
r e c t  ve r s ion .  Like eyewi tnesses  a t  an  
acc iden t  each observer  saw something 
d i f f e r e n t .  So, I inc luded  them a l l .  
The most no t ab l e  example w a s  t h a t  of  t h e  
r i o t  a t  Extension Mines on August 13, 
1913. A pi tched  b a t t l e  w a s  fought  bet-  
ween t h e  s t r i k e  breakers  s i t u a t e d  i n  t h e  
mine t unne l  on one s i d e  gnd on t h e  o t h e r  
s i d e  t h e  s t r i k e r s  l o c a t e d  on a r i d g e  
overlooking t h e  mine yard.  D e t a i l s  vary 
depending on which s i d e  was t e l l i n g  t h e  
s t o r y ,  of cou r se ,  bu t  t h e r e  were a l s o  
d i s c r epanc i e s  between people on t h e  same 
s i d e .  Were t h e r e  guns? Which s i d e  had 
them? How many men were involved? Had 
t h e  r i o t  been planned i n  advance? I f  



s o 9  by which s i d e ?  Who s t a r t e d  i t ?  Who 
w a s  s h o t ?  Who w a s  k i l l e d ?  An i n c i d e n t  
which happened a f t e r  t h e  book w a s  pub- 
l i s h e d  w i l l  i l l u s t r a t e  how imposs ib le  i t  
would have been t o  r e s o l v e  t h e s e  i s s u e s .  
One of t h e  most voc i f e rous  advoca tes  of  
t h e  union cause  was E l l e n  Greenwell. A t  
t h e  t i m e  of  t h e  r i o t  a 19 year  o l d  g i r l  
from t h e  l a r g e  Greenwell fami ly ,  and 
s teeped  i n  union r h e t o r i c ,  s h e  s t o u t l y  
maintained t h a t  t h e  s t r i k e r s  had only 
b a s e b a l l  b a t s ,  no guns. I w a s  a  gues t  
on a r a d i o  t a l k  show i n  Nanaimo when one 
caller t o l d  m e  s h e  was from a  union 
fami ly ,  t h a t  she ' d  heard t h e s e  s t o r i e s  
a l l  h e r  l i f e ,  and t h a t  t h e  s t r i k e r s  
d e f i n i t e l y  had guns. I asked h e r  t h e  
name of h e r  fami ly ,  and s h e  s a i d ,  
11 Greenwell .  " 

The second technique  I propose which 
would h e l p  l e s s e n  t h e  propens i ty  f o r  
second hand h i s t o r y  is one which I ' m  
u s ing  i n  t h e  i n t e r v i e w s  f o r  my new book. 
Two e l d e r l y  gentlemen whom I had pre- 
v ious ly  in te rv iewed i n d i v i d u a l l y ,  con- 
s en t ed  t o  j o i n  me on a  t o u r  o f  o l d  mine 
si tes.  A s  t h e  t h r e e  of u s  drove a long ,  
each man t e l l i n g  m e  s t o r i e s ,  t h e  o t h e r s  
would e i t h e r  confirm o r  deny o r  modify 
what t h e  f i r s t  had s a i d .  Not a foo l -  
proof method of ga in ing  t h e  t r u t h  bu t  
d e f i n i t e l y  an i n c e n t i v e  t o  good hones t  
recall.  The same t o u r  t augh t  m e  another  
i n t e rv i ewing  technique  which may i n t e -  
rest you. It 's r e a l l y  a  technique  f o r  
s t i m u l a t i n g  memory. My 2 o l d  miner 
f r i e n d s  r i d i n g  wi th  m e  i n  my c a r  jogged 
each o t h e r ' s  memories c o n s t a n t l y .  One 
s t o r y  t o l d  l e d  qu ick ly  t o  another .  
Anecdotes f l ew  f a s t  and f u r i o u s .  The 
combined e f f e c t  of being t o g e t h e r  and 
s e e i n g  country-s ide which they  had n o t  
seen  f o r  yea r s  brought back i n c i d e n t s  
long  bur ied .  Added t o  t h i s  was t h e  
i nva luab le  a f f e c t  upon me as a  writer of  
s ee ing  a c t u a l  s i tes  even though much 
a l t e r e d ,  where t h e  event  I would write 
about  took p l ace .  Al toge ther  a very 
e x c i t i n g  experience.  

--Related t o  t h i s  is ano the r  technique  
I used i n  Boss Whis t le ,  t h a t  of r ead ing  
each chap te r  t o  o t h e r  miners whom I 

chose because of  t h e  c l e a r n e s s  of t h e i r  
d e s c r i p t i o n s  on t h e i r  t a p e s .  I has t en  
t o  add t h a t  t h i s  so-ca l led  "technique" 
was n o t  pre-meditated. I o r i g i n a l l y  
in tended  t h i s  e x e r c i s e  t o  check my f a c t s  
and t h e  gene ra l  mood of t h e  book wi th  
t h e  men who had l i v e d  through t h e  
per iod .  But I became aware t h a t  i t  was 
a l s o  producing some a d d i t i o n a l  o r a l  
h i s t o r y  of a p a r t i c u l a r l y  r i c h  k ind .  A s  
I read  t h e  rough c h a p t e r s  t o  Jack  Atkin- 
son and Jock Gilmore, they  gave me new 
quo ta t i ons  f o r  t h e  f i n i s h e d  book. Fol- 
lowing a  number of e x c e r p t s  de sc r ib ing  
what i t  was l i k e  t o  work t h e  longwal l ,  a  
method of mining used i n  most seams 
where t h e  men must work on t h e i r  b e l l i e s  
a l l  day, Jock s a i d :  "You would n o t  c a t c h  
m e  working t h e  longwal l ,  c rawl ing  on 
your b e l l y  a l l  t h e  t ime.  T h a t ' s  f o r  
snakes.  " And i n  t h e  s e c t i o n  on t h e  
Extension r i o t  a f t e r  t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n  of 
t h e  burning and l o o t i n g  a t  s t r i k e  brea- 
k e r s '  houses,  Jock sa id :  "I saw one man 
p lay ing  t h e  piano wi th  an axe." 

A s  you can s e e ,  I used t h e  miners 
over  and over  a g a i n ,  showing p i c t u r e s  t o  
them, awakening more f o r g o t t e n  s t o r i e s  
a s  we l l .  I f e e l  t h a t  t h e  a c c e s s i b i l i t y  
of many of them is very va luab le .  To be 
a b l e  t o  c o n s u l t  one ' s  o r a l  h i s t o r y  
sou rces  over and over aga in  i s  h ighly  
d e s i r a b l e .  

I used two o t h e r  sou rces  of  a  some- 
what more formal  n a t u r e .  F i r s t ,  quotes  
from newspapers a r e ,  I b e l i e v e ,  u s e f u l  
i f  you use  them c a r e f u l l y .  There i s  an  
immediacy about  newspaper accounts  w r i t -  
t e n  dur ing  o r  a f t e r  t h e  event  t h a t  i s  
very h e l p f u l  i n  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a  mood. 
The writer must, of cou r se ,  keep i n  mind 
a l l  t h e  p i t f a l l s  which a t t e n d  t h e  use  of  
i n t e r v i e w s  done i n  t h e  h e a t  of t h e  mo- 
ment by a j o u r n a l i s t  w i th  a dead l ine  t o  
meet. 

A second source  of somewhat more 
formal  o r a l  h i s t o r y  i s  t r i a l  tes t imony.  
I used t h e  t r a n s c r i p t s  of t h e  pre l imi-  
nary  hea r ings  he ld  t h r e e  weeks a f t e r  t h e  
1916 r i o t s .  Testimony t o  be given s o  
c l o s e  t o  t h e  event  means t h a t  t h e  de- 
t a i l s  a r e  clearer, e s p e c i a l l y  when t h e  



d e t a i l  i s  r e l a t e d  under oa th  and i s  
s u b j e c t  t o  c r o s s  examination by an impo- 
s i n g  a t t o r n e y  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  majesty of  
t h e  c o u r t  which s u r e l y  he lp  wi tnesses  t o  
t e l l  t h e  t r u t h .  The d isadvantages  of 
us ing  t r i a l  tes t imony must be borne i n  
mind, however. Emotions s t i l l  run h igh  
s o  c l o s e  t o  t.he event., and t h e  presence 
i n  t h e  courtroom of enemies and of 
f r i e n d s  can c o l o r  a  w i t n e s s ' s  s t o r y .  
The c o u r t  s tenographer  r e p l a c e s  t h e  t a p e  
r eco rde r  i n  t h e  1913 c o u r t  room. There- 
f o r e  t h e r e  w i l l  be some immediate edi-  
t i n g  and a l s o  a  p e c u l i a r  p r a c t i c e  which 
has  been noted before  by o t h e r  h i s t o -  
r i a n s  when dea l ing  wi th  f o r e i g n e r s  spea- 
king Engl i sh .  The s tenographer ,  perhaps 
of n e c e s s i t y ,  emphasizes t h e  speech of  
t h e s e  people ,  making it read as though 
p e r f e c t ,  though s t i l t e d  Engl i sh  were 
spoken. I n  one i n c i d e n t ,  quoted i n  
Boss Whis t le ,  t h e  s tenographer  was n o t  
c o n s i s t e n t  however. A Chinese storeow- 
n e r ' s  tes t imony was reproduced a s  f o l -  

1 I lows: I saw a l a r g e  crowd of men armed 
with guns coming toward t h e  s t o r e .  They 
were shout ing .  I locked t h e  f r o n t  door 
and s a t  down i n  t h e  p a r l o r  behind t h e  
s t o r e .  I heard s h o t s  f i r e d .  I heard 
t h e  f r o n t  of  t h e  s t o r e  being smashed i n .  
Some men came i n t o  t h e  p a r l o r  and poin- 
t ed  guns a t  m e  and s a i d :  'Suppose you 
n o t  go, I shoot .  ' I' 

A word about t h e  use  of t r a n s c r i p t s .  
I f  t h e  w r i t e r  i s  t o  use  t a p e s  proper ly  
it i s  a b s o l u t e l y  e s s e n t i a l  t h a t  they be 
t r a n s c r i b e d .  The process  i s  however 
t e r r i b l y  c o s t l y  and it can t a k e  7-12 
hours  t o  t r a n s c r i b e  one hour of  t a p e ,  
and it i s  necessary  t o  f i n d  a  t r a n s c r i p -  
t i o n  t y p i s t  who i s  w e l l  educa ted ,  s ens i -  
t i v e  and s e n s i b l e .  Because i t  i s  d i f f i -  
c u l t  t.o t r a n s c r i b e  nuances o r  emphasis, 
t h e  writer must be prepared t o  go back 
t o  t h e  a c t u a l  t a p e  and l i s t e n .  A s  one- 
rous  a s  t h i s  sounds, t h e  i d e a l  solut i .on 
i s  f o r  t h e  w r i t e r  t o  s e r v e  a s  he r  own 
t y p i s t ,  assuming, of cou r se ,  t h a t  she  
f u l f i l l s  t h e  c r i t e r i a .  Advantages of 
t h e  t r a n s c r i p t i o n s  a r e  manifold.  The 
writer i s  transforming spoken word i n t o  
w r i t t e n  word and he re  is  where t h e  

t ransformat ion  process  begins .  Cdhether 
t h e  information i s  organized on a  compu- 
ter o r  i n  a  card  ca ta logue  is minor. 
The process  of f i n d i n g  and r e f i n i n g  
s p e c i f i c  in format ion  i s  only r e a l l y  
p o s s i b l e  wi th  w r i t t e n  t r a n s c r i p t i o n s .  
For m e ,  perhaps,  one of t h e  g r e a t e s t  
advantages was t h a t  t h e  t r a n s c r i p t s  made 
p o s s i b l e  t h e  process  of g lean ing .  Af t e r  
t h e  s t o r i e s  had been l i f t e d  o u t ,  a f t e r  
t h e  processes  were explained and loca- 
t i o n s  descr ibed ,  t h e r e  was s t i l l  t h e  
g lean ing  l e f t :  l i t t l e  kerne1.s of  i n f o r -  
mation t h a t  went t oge the r  t o  e n r i c h  t h e  
d e s c r i p t i o n s  o r  perhaps provide an over- 
a l l  impression.  I used some of t h e s e  
b i t s  when I wrote  t h i s  d e s c r i p t i o n  of 
t h e  mine environment: "Ask a  group of 
miners about  t h e  smells i n  t h e  mine and 
t h e  answers w i l l  r ange  from a descr ip-  
t i o n  of t h e  odor of ga s  mixed wi th  s t ag -  
nant  water through t h e  s t ench  of a  ro t -  
t i n g  new c a r c a s s  a l l  t h e  way t o  one 
man's l y r i c  s ta tement  t h a t  a  good p a r t  
of t h e  mine smells l i k e  b lack  c u r r e n t  
jam and marmelade, t h e  two most popular 
sandwich f i l l i n g s .  Ask a  group of m i -  
n e r s  about  t h e  n o i s e  i n  t h e  mine and t h e  
answers w i l l  range from a c la im t h a t  i t  
was s o  noisy t h a t  a l l  conversa t ion  was 
imposs ib le  t o  a  desc r ip t i on  of t h e  sub- 
t l e  squeaks and rumbles which warned of 
danger.  I I 

F ive  s e p a r a t e  very s h o r t  quota t ions  
went t oge the r  t o  desc r ibe  t h e  ambivalent 
a t t i t u d e  of t h e  town of Nanaimo toward 
F ra se r  S t r e e t ,  a  l e g a l l y  sanct ioned r ed  

11 l i g h t  d i s t r i c t .  The only t i m e  I was on 
F ra se r  S t r e e t  was when I was i n  my t e e n s  
as a  messenger f o r  t h e  express  o f f i c e . "  
11 Miners went t h e r e  mostly t o  drink." 

I was t h e  l ogge r s  who went t h e r e  f o r  
t h e  g i r l s . "  "It was mostly s a i l o r s  o f f  
t h e  boa ts ,  n o t  t h e  l o c a l  people." 
II  Business  guys used t o  go t h e r e  more 

t han  anybody e l s e . "  " I f  it was n o t  f o r  
t h e  mine men, they  would have had t o  
c l o s e  a long t ime ago." A s  you a l l  can 
a p p r e c i a t e  I have j u s t  ba re ly  touched on 
t h e  process  of ga the r ing  o r a l  h i s t o r y .  
I found a l l  a s p e c t s  of  t h e  process  t o  be 
a f a s c i n a t i n g  e x e r c i s e .  But one of 



t h o s e  n o t  a p p r e c i a t e d  by non-pract i -  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  o r  f i n a l l y  unders tood  
t i o n e r s  ( s u c h  as my f a m i l y  and most  of  some mining p rocedure .  It h a s  been a 
my f r i e n d s )  w a s  t h a t  e y e s  d i d  n o t  neces- g r e a t  p l e a s u r e ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  f o r  me t o  
s a r i l y  l i g h t  up when I announced hav ing  s p e a k  t o  a n  a u d i e n c e  o f  k i n d r e d  s p i r i t s .  
f i n a l l y  unders tood  some i l l u s i v e  p i e c e  


