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It was a s  a  r e s u l t  of t h e  i n t e r v i e w s  t h a t  I had w i t h  Mr. Diefenbaker  
t h a t  I became invo lved  i n  o r a l  h i s t o r y ,  o r  l i v i n g  h i s t o r y .  Which was i r o n i c a l  
because  I w a s n ' t  a b l e  t o  u s e  t h e s e  i n t e r v i e w s  which came t o  n i n e t e e n  h o u r s  
a l t o g e t h e r  - n o t  a  word. The former prime m i n i s t e r  s i g n e d  a  c o n t r a c t  w i t h  a  
p u b l i s h e r  t o  b r i n g  o u t  h i s  own book, and t h e  p u b l i s h e r  w a s n ' t  going t o  have my 
M r .  Diefenbaker  competing w i t h  h i s  M r .  D ie fenbaker .  It was a  blow a s  I was more 
t h a n  half-way through t h e  f i r s t  volume, Diefenbaker :  Leadersh ip  Gained. It meant 
t h a t  I had t o  tear o u t  t h e  e x t r a c t s  from t h e  Diefenbaker  i n t e r v i e w s  t h a t  I had 
i n c l u d e d  and r e - a r r a n g e  and re-do t h e  f i r s t  t e n  c h a p t e r s .  

F o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h e  book d i d n ' t  depend upon M r .  D i e f e n b a k e r ' s  memories a s  I 
had recorded  t h e  memories of f o r t y  o t h e r  p e o p l e  a s  w e l l .  I had done so  because ,  
a f t e r  f o u r  o r  f i v e  s e s s i o n s  w i t h  him, when we had g o t  a s  f a r  a s  t h e  1957 e l e c t i o n  
and h i s  coming t o  power, M r .  Diefenbaker  began p u t t i n g  me o f f .  He had a l l  k i n d s  
of excuses .  He w a s n ' t  w e l l .  He wanted t o  c o n s u l t  h i s  p a p e r s .  For a  t ime ,  I gave up.  
But peop le  k e p t  t e l l i n g  me t h a t  t h e  t a p e s  would be v a l u a b l e ,  and I f e l t  t h a t  I was 
on t o  something h i s t o r i c a l l y  impor tan t .  At any r a t e ,  I dec ided  t h a t  i f  I cou ld  n o t  
g e t  M r .  Diefenbaker  t o  r e c a l l  t h e  p e r i o d ,  I would g e t  o t h e r s  t o  do s o ,  h i s  c a b i n e t  
m i n i s t e r s ,  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  opponents ,  and s o  on.  I n  t h e  end,  M r .  Diefenbaker  r e l e n t e d ,  
and I completed t h e  i n t e r v i e w s  - we recorded  t h e  l a s t  seven  hours  i n  Barbados where 
t h e f ' c h i e f ' h a s  spending h i s  Chris tmas h o l i d a y s ,  Chr is tmas 1973. That was a lmos t  a  
y e a r  b e f o r e  h e  s igned  t h e  c o n t r a c t  w i t h  t h e  p u b l i s h e r .  Mind you, M r .  Diefenbaker  
never  s a i d  No. But h e  d i d  n o t  say  Yes. And I could  s e e  t h a t  we would never  g e t  t h e  
book p u b l i s h e d  i f  we wai ted  f o r  h i s  pe rmiss ion .  So we dec ided  t o  go ahead w i t h o u t  
PIr. D i e f e n b a k e r ' s  c o n t r i b u t i o n s .  And i t  tu rned  o u t  f o r  t h e  b e s t  ... 

I d i d  t h e  f i r s t  i n t e r v i e w s  w i t h  M r .  Diefenbaker  f o r  t h e  CBC a r c h i v e s ,  a s  
t h e  c o r p o r a t i o n ,  a t  t h e  prompting of t h e  l a t e  Dan McArthur, had gone i n  f o r  o r a l  
h i s t o r y .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  i t  was c a l l e d  t h a t  back i n  1968 - we began r e c o r d i n g  M r .  
Diefenbaker  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  h e  was deposed a s  Conserva t ive  l e a d e r  - I t h i n k  we c a l l e d  
them in te rv iews- in -dep th .  Dan f e l t  t h a t  i t  was impor tan t  t o  r e c o r d  t h e  memoirs of 
peop le  who had played a  prominent p a r t  i n  t h e  development of t h e  coun t ry .  So I 
taped  i n t e r v i e w s  w i t h  p o l i t i c i a n s  i n c l u d i n g  former Prime M i n i s t e r  S t .  L a u r e n t ,  
Sena tor  "Chubby" Powers, and General  A.G.L. McNaughton. I d i d  a  s e r i e s  on t h e  
p i o n e e r s  of r a d i o  and one on t h e  v e t e r a n s  of t h e  F i r s t  World War. 

While doing t h e  l a t t e r ,  I heard  t h a t  General  S i r  Richard Turner ,  t h e  f i r s t  
commander of t h e  Canadian Corps was s t i l l  a l i v e .  It was u n b e l i e v a b l e .  I mean S i r  
Ar thur  C u r r i e  w a s  long  dead;  h e  had been p r e s i d e n t  of McGill U n i v e r s i t y  and when 
I was a  freshman t h e r e  I remember s e e i n g  him s t r i d i n g  m a g n i f i c e n t l y  abou t  t h e  
campus. But t h a t  was back i n  t h e  t h i r t i e s ,  and h e r e  i t  was t h e  s i x t i e s  and t h e  man 
who commanded t h e  Canadian Corps b e f o r e  h e  d i d  was a l i v e .  Everyone g o t  v e r y  e x c i t e d .  
I t r a c e d  down General  S i r  Richard Turner  t o  Quebec C i t y  where he  was l i v i n g  wi th  h i s  
daughte r  and h i s  son-in-law, Colonel  Ross. Colonel  Ross s a i d  t h a t  he  thought  we were 
t o o  l a t e ,  t h a t  t h e  o l d  man had l o s t  h i s  memory - b u t  he  would do h i s  b e s t  and h i s  
w i f e  would s i t  i n  on t h e  i n t e r v i e w s  and h e l p  h e r  f a t h e r  t o  r e c a l l  t h e  p a s t .  Wel l ,  I 
s p e n t  two of t h e  most f r u s t r a t i n g  days of my l i f e .  General  S i r  Richard Turner was 
r e a l l y  p a s t  i t .  He remembered t h e  Boer War where he  had won t h e  VC b e t t e r  than 



anything e l s e .  It was an o b j e c t  l e s s o n ,  though, t h a t  t ime i s  of t h e  e s s e n c e  i n  
o r a l  h i s t o r y .  I t ' s  n o t  enough f o r  t h e  s o u r c e  t o  hc l i v i n g ,  he  o r  s h e  h a s  t o  b e  
compns m e n t i s .  

Among t h o s e  I in te rv iewed  f o r  t h e  CBC was t h e  famous A r c t i c  e x p l o r e r ,  
Vi lhja lmur  S t e f f a n s o n .  I taped  t h r e e  and a  h a l f  h o u r s  of h i s  memoirs a t  two 
s i t t i n g s  i n  h i s  c o t t a g e  on t h e  Dartmouth U n i v e r s i t y  campus a t  Hanover, New Hampshire. 
Before  going t h e r e ,  I was t o l d  t h a t  I should a s k  " S t e f f "  about  a n  Eskimo who c a l l e d  
himself  Henryk S t e f f a n s o n  and claimed t o  be  h i s  son.  Th is  was r a t h e r  a  d e l i c a t e  
m a t t e r  and I thought  I shou ld  approach i t  w i t h  t a c t .  So,  between t h e  two s i t t i n g s ,  
t h e  f i r s t  was i n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n  and t h e  second t h e  fo l lowing  morning, I met " S t e f f ' s "  
w i f e ,  Evelyn,  i n  t h e  Dartmouth l i b r a r y  - s h e  a c t e d  a s  t h e  c u r a t o r  of t h e  S t e f f a n s o n  
c o l l e c t i o n  t h e r e  - and sought  h e r  a d v i c e  a s  t o  whether I shou ld  p u t  t h i s  q u e s t i o n .  
She s a i d  t h a t  s h e  h e r s e l f  would l i k e  t o  know - i t  was q u i t e  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  h e  d i d  
have a  son i n  t h e  A r c t i c  b u t  s h e  s a i d  t h a t  Eskimos d i d  name t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  a f t e r  
famous v i s i t o r s .  And s h e  warned t h a t  " S t e f f "  was v e r y  o l d  fash ioned  and h e  would 
deny t h i s  and might clam up and r e f u s e  t o  go on w i t h  t h e  i n t e r v i e w .  So I d i d n ' t  a s k  
t h e  q u e s t i o n .  

Th is  i s  an  example of t h e  l i m i t a t i o n s  of o r a l  h i s t o r y .  You c a n ' t  g e t  a  
pe rson  t o  say  what h e  o r  s h e  d o e s n ' t  want t o  s a y .  It d o e s n ' t  r e a l l y  m a t t e r  much 
a s  f a r  a s  p o l i t i c a l  o r a l  h i s t o r y  i s  concerned.  I f  you i n t e r v i e w  enough peop le ,  t h e  
t r u t h  w i l l  o u t  - a l t h o u g h  I should say  t h a t ,  i n  p o l i t i c s ,  t h e r e  i s n ' t  always one 
t r u t h .  For i n s t a n c e ,  George Hees would o n l y  a g r e e  t o  be ing  in te rv iewed  i f  we d i d n ' t  
t a l k  about  h i s  r e s i g n a t i o n .  Of c o u r s e ,  I accep ted  t h a t  c o n d i t i o n .  But I t h i n k  you 
w i l l  a g r e e  when you r e a d  t h e  second volume, Diefenbaker :  Leadership  L o s t ,  t h a t  I 
have in te rv iewed  enough peop le  connected w i t h  t h e  i n c i d e n t  s o  t h a t  t h e  f u l l  s t o r y  
of h i s  r e s i g n a t i o n  comes o u t .  

Of c o u r s e ,  t h e  r e a l  c h a l l e n g e  of o r a l  h i s t o r y  o r  l i v i n g  h i s t o r y  i s  t o  c o n v e r t  
t h e  spoken word i n t o  t h e  w r i t t e n  word t h a t  i s  r e a d a b l e  and y e t  does  n o t  l o s e  t h e  
emot ional  q u a l i t y  of s p o n t a n e i t y  and d i r e c t  involvement.  I mean, i n  speech,  i n  
c o n v e r s a t i o n ,  t h e r e  can be  broken s y n t a x  and m i s s i n g  v e r b s  and s e n t e n c e s  t h a t  d o n ' t  
end - some of M r .  D i e f e n b a k e r ' s  s e n t e n c e s  d i d n ' t  end and y e t  t h e r e  was no q u e s t i o n  
about  h i s  powers of communication. There i s  a n o t h e r  f a c t o r  abou t  p o l i t i c a l  o r a l  
h i s t o r y  which my books r e p r e s e n t  and t h a t  i s  accuracy  and i n t e g r i t y .  I w a s  f o r t u n a t e  
t o  work w i t h  t h e  P u b l i c  Archives  of Canada on t h i s  p r o j e c t  and t o  have a s  my p u b l i s h e r  
t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  of Toronto P r e s s .  The P u b l i c  Arch ives  g o t  t h e  t a p e s  t r a n s c r i b e d  - and 
some i d e a  of t h e  magnitude of t h i s  t a s k  can b e  ga thered  from t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  were 
120 hours  of i n t e r v i e w s  which comes t o  more t h a n  a  m i l l i o n  words. 

I had t o  be  v e r y  c a r e f u l  about  t h e  e d i t i n g  of t h e  e x c e r p t s  because  t h e s e  
w e r e n ' t  going t o  be anonymous quo tes ,  t h e y  were a l l  going t o  be  i d e n t i f i e d ,  names 
were a t t a c h e d ,  and I had t o  make s u r e  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e n ' t  t a k e n  o u t  of c o n t e x t  o r  
t h e i r  i n t e n t  o r  meaning a l t e r e d .  Sometimes, t h i s  w a s n ' t  easy .  I used t o  p a s t e  up 
t h e  c u t t i n g s  from t h e  t r a n s c r i p t s  and make t h e  changes i n  such a  way t h a t  t h e  e d i t o r  
of t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  of Toronto P r e s s  could  r e a d  t h e  o r i g i n a l  words as spoken. I hope 
t h a t  I have been s u c c e s s f u l  and when vou r e a d  mv books. Diefenbaker :  Leadersh io  
Gained and Diefenbaker :  Leadership  L o s t ,  t h a t  i n  your mind ' s  eye i t  w i l l  seem t o  b e  
t h e  pe rson  speaking t o  you, Donald Fleming t e l l i n g  how h e  s t r u g g l e d  a g a i n s t  f i n a n c i a l  
odds ,  and P i e r r e  S6vigny g i v i n g  h i s  s i d e  of t h e  Munsinger a f f a i r ,  and p a r t i s a n  J a c k  
P i c k e r s g i l l  t e a r i n g  i n t o  t h e  T o r i e s .  

Ye t ,  d e s p i t e  a l l  t h i s ,  you c a n ' t  g e t  e v e r y t h i n g  down i n  b l a c k  and w h i t e .  



Even i f  I had been a b l e  t o  u se  t h e  Diefenbaker t a p e s ,  you wouldn't  have heard 
the  b i r d s  t w i t t e r i n g  i n  t he  background during t h e  in te rv iews  i n  Barbados, o r  t he  
of f - tune  s ing ing  of a  couple of p o l i t i c i a n s .  A l l i s t e r  Grosart  wrote a  song about 
Diefenbaker f o r  h i s  l eade r sh ip  campaign, l a r g e l y  so  t h a t  people would know how 
t o  pronounce h i s  name, and he sang i t .  I was as tonished  when Senator  Joe  Greene 
broke i n t o  song dur ing  our  i n t e rv i ew - he  had apparent ly  won h i s  nomination wi th  
an anti-Diefenbaker song. And t h e r e  was John Diefenbaker himself and what an  a c t o r  
and raconteur  he i s ;  he  mimicked some of t h e  important personages he had met during 
t h e  in te rv iews  and obviously t h e r e  was no way of doing j u s t i c e  t o  t h i s  i n  p r i n t .  

I should l i k e  t o  r e f e r  t o  p a r t  of t h e  Diefenbaker t r a n s c r i p t s .  This  i s  where 
t h e  'khief l1talked about Prime Minis te r  Harold MacMillan whom he met on va r ious  
occasions i n  London. I don ' t  t h ink  t h a t  he l i k e d  M r .  MacMillan wi th  whom he had 
some w e l l  publ ic ized  d i f f e r e n c e s  about B r i t a i n  jo in ing  t h e  Common Market, bu t  he 
apprec ia ted  h i s  h i s t r i o n i c  a b i l i t i e s .  He s a i d  t h a t  he  was a  "grea t  p lay  ac to r "  
who used t o  speak i n  a  "lachrymose tone" when thwarted.  M r .  Diefenbaker descr ibed 
how a t  a  d inner  p a r t y  i n  London M r .  MacMillan moaned about t h e  way t h a t  h i s  fo re ign  
m i n i s t e r ,  S i r  Alec Douglas Home, had taken o f f  and gone grouse shoot ing i n  Scot land.  
''Nobody ca re s  about u s  any more", and M r .  Diefenbaker imi t a t ed  M r .  MacMillan's 
lachrymose tone,  "Nobody ca re s  about England any more". 

Then t h e r e  was t h e  way t h a t  Madame Bandaranaike, t h e  woman prime min i s t e r  
of Ceylon ( S r i  Lanka), used what you might c a l l  o r a l  h i s t o r y  t o  g e t  e l ec t ed .  M r .  
Diefenbaker f i r s t  met he r  when he stopped i n  Colombo on h i s  t r i p  around the  world. 
I th ink  he t o l d  t h i s  s t o r y  because a s  a  good p o l i t i c i a n ,  he had a  high regard f o r  
o the r  good p o l i t i c i a n s .  I ' d  l i k e  t o  quote d i r e c t l y  from t h e  t r a n s c r i p t  because i t  
w i l l  g ive  you an ink l ing  of what t h e  in t e rv i ew was l i k e .  There we were s i t t i n g  on 
t h e  p a t i o  of t h e  Diefenbaker 's  co t t age  a t  t h e  Coral Reef Club i n  Barbados. F i r s t ,  
I ' d  b e t t e r  exp la in  t h a t  Madame Bandaranaike succeeded h e r  husband a s  prime m i n i s t e r  
a f t e r  he was a s sas s ina t ed .  

John Diefenbaker: "She began t o  f e a r ,  i n  t h e  e l e c t i o n ,  t h a t  she was 
going t o  l o s e .  It d i d n ' t  t ake  h e r  long t o  f i x  up 
t h a t  s i t u a t i o n .  She s a i d  t h a t  she  was a c t i n g  under 
i n s t r u c t i o n s  of her  husband. She had some of t h e  views 
t h a t  Mackenzie King had, of d i r e c t  communication, bu t  
she  proved t h a t  she had more than t h a t  because a  few 
days before  t h e  e l e c t i o n ,  i n  va r ious  cemeter ies ,  
suddenly from a gramophone record ,  came speeches by 
he r  husband which were a t t r i b u t a b l e  no t  t o  those  t h a t  
had been de l ive red  during h i s  l i f e t i m e  bu t  a s  a  message 
from t h e  h e r e a f t e r .  Did you know t h a t ? "  

P e t e r  Stursberg:  "No I d i d n ' t .  That ' s  a  marvelous s t o r y . "  

John Diefenbaker: " I s n ' t  t h a t  t h e  wa t o  campaign. Now you can see ,  
Olive [ ~ i e f e n b a k e  3 , what has  happened. Have you 
not iced t h a t  I have t o  have Olive t o  f i l l  i n  p laces  
because I concent ra te  on what I am saying."  

Olive Diefenbaker: "She would s t a r t  t o  speak and then she  would be over- 
come wi th  emotion and she  would s t a r t  t o  c ry .  Then 
t h e  vo ice  would come from a grave t h a t  had been dug, 
from t h e  record  i n  t h e  grave." 

It i s  t h e  p o r t a b l e  e l e c t r o n i c  t ape  record ing  machine which has made o r a l  



o r  l i v i n g  h i s t o r y  poss ib l e ,  and t h i s  is  a  r e l a t i v e l y  r ecen t  development, a s  I 
we l l  know. The f i r s t  t ape  recordings I made were a t  t h e  United Nations i n  t h e  
e a r l y  f i f t i e s .  The f i r s t  p o r t a b l e  t ape  record ing  machine was t h e  bulky o l d  Webcor. 
Remember t h a t .  It was a s  b i g  a s  a  s u i t c a s e .  However, even a t  t h a t  i t  was h a l f  t h e  
weight of one of t he  two b lack  boxes which contained t h e  so-cal led po r t ab l e  
recording equipment which we used during the  Second World War. The Canadian 
Broadcasting Corporation provided i t s  war correspondents wi th  t h e  very  l a t e s t  
e l e c t r o n i c  gear ,  which was a  high f i d e l i t y  d i s c  recording machine t h a t  was p o r t a b l e  
t o  t he  ex t en t  t h a t  i t  could be c a r r i e d  around on a  jeep.  I remember helping Paul  
Johnson, t he  CBC engineer ,  t o  l ug  these  small  t runks  t o  S i c i l y  and up t o  t h e  f r o n t .  
The equipment had t o  be run  of f  t h e  j e e p ' s  b a t t e r y  a s  i t  had no power source of i t s  
own, and t h e  j eep ' s  engine had t o  be  kept  running t o  provide i t  wi th  enough charge 
so t h a t  we could cap tu re  t h e  sound of b a t t l e .  And t h a t ' s  what we d id .  

Looking back from these  t e l e v i s i o n  t imes,  i t ' s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  r e a l i z e  t h e  
impact t h a t  r ad io  r epo r t ing  of t h e  war had. I mean t h e r e  i s  n o t  much t h a t  amazes 
us  now t h a t  we have seen a  man on t h e  moon, bu t  i n  those  days, t h i r t y  years  ago, 
i t  w a s  a sensa t ion  t o  be a b l e  t o  l i s t e n  t o  a  r e p o r t e r  desc r ib ing  t h e  b a t t l e  rag ing  
thousands of mi l e s  away on another  cont inent  and t o  hear  t he  r o a r  of t h e  guns and 
t h e  c rash  of t h e  bombs. I don ' t  know why but  t h e  r a d i o  r epo r t ing  of t h e  Second 
World War and t h e  Korean War seemed t o  me t o  be much more immediate and involving 
than  t h e  t e l e v i s i o n  r epor t ing  of t h e  Vietnam War o r  much of i t  - I suppose i t  has  
something t o  do wi th  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  sound gave g r e a t e r  scope t o  one ' s  imaginat ion 
A t  any r a t e ,  t h e r e  were e d i t o r i a l  comments about t h i s  new kind of r epo r t ing ,  and 
car toons  showing people s u f f e r i n g  from s h e l l  shock i n  t h e i r  l i v i n g  rooms. 

I d id  a  
Magazine, and, 
no te  about t h e  

number of a r t i c l e s  about t h e  Canadians i n  a c t i o n  f o r  MacLean's 
accompanying t h e  f i r s t  one on the  S i c i l i a n  campaign, t h e r e  was a  
au thor .  The e d i t o r  wrote  t h a t  I was one of t h e  vo ices  br inging  news 

of t h e  A l l i e d  advances i n  Europe, and then  he went on t o  compare me wi th  Pheidippides,  
t h e  man who r an  from Marathon t o  Athens wi th  t h e  news of the  Greek v i c t o r y .  I suppose 
t h a t  t h i s  is  j o u r n a l i s t i c  l i c e n s e  bu t  I d id  th ink  he  was going t o  extremes a s  
Pheidippides,  a f t e r  making h i s  r e p o r t ,  f e l l  down dead. However, i t  i s  an i l l u s t r a t i o n  
of t h e  impact of t h e  r a d i o  r epo r t ing  of t he  war. 

I might add t h a t ,  without  knowing i t ,  we CBC war correspondents were engaged 
i n  making o r a l  h i s t o r y .  The recordings of many of our  war r e p o r t s  a r e  being preserved 
i n  t h e  Publ ic  Archives.  

The l a t e s t  genera t ion  of t ape  r eco rde r s  i s  so  small  t h a t  i t  f i t s  i n t o  a  
woman's purse ;  i t  is  about t he  s i z e  of a  l a r g e  notebook and not  much heav ie r ,  and 
newspaper r e p o r t e r s  have taken t o  car ry ing  i t  around and using i t  t o  record i n t e r -  
views and announcements. The t ape  recorder  saves them a  l o t  of s c r i b b l i n g  and i s  
much more accu ra t e .  However, t h e  newspaper r e p o r t e r s  use  i t  a s  a  notebook, and t h a t ' s  
what o the r  w r i t e r s  do too.  James Gray who wrote some marvelous books about t he  e a r l y  
days on t h e  p r a i r i e s  s a i d  t h a t  he recorded in te rv iews  wi th  o ld  t imers  but  he used 
those t apes  a s  no te s ,  and so d id  Pe t e r  Newman i n  w r i t i n g  h i s  books about t he  
Diefenbaker-Pearson yea r s .  A l o t  of i n s t a n t  h i s t o r y  has  come about a s  a  r e s u l t  of 
t h e  po r t ab l e  t ape  recorder  but  I don ' t  t h ink  i t  can be counted a s  o r a l  h i s t o r y .  

I be l i eve  t h a t  o r a l  h i s t o r y  depends upon the  spoken word and c o n s i s t s  of 
excerp ts  taken from t h e  t r a n s c r i p t s  of t he  in te rv iews .  It i s  h i s t o r y  a s  r e c a l l e d  
by those  who made i t  and thus  i s  l i v i n g  h i s t o r y .  There a r e  bound t o  be d i f f e r e n t  
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s ,  d i f f e r e n t  meanings given t o  t he  same event ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i f  i t  i s  



a m a t t e r  of c o n t r o v e r s y  because  peop le  d o n ' t  s e e  a  happening i n  t h e  same l i g h t .  
It i s  l i k e  b e i n g  t h e r e  a t  t h e  t ime  and h e a r i n g  a l l  t h e  arguments and e x p l a n a t i o n s .  
What a  t h r i l l  i t  would b e  i f  we could  have recorded  t h e  remin i scences  o f  t h e  F a t h e r s  
of Confedera t ion .  And what a r e v e l a t i o n  i t  would p robab ly  be! 

Some of my f r i e n d s  i n  t h e  P a r l i a m e n t a r y  P r e s s  G a l l e r y  wonder how I was a b l e  
t o  g e t  former  Conserva t ive  c a b i n e t  m i n i s t e r s  t o  t a l k  s o  f r e e l y  and even r e v e a l  
c a b i n e t  s e c r e t s .  I must s a y  t h a t  I found them, g e n e r a l l y  speak ing ,  v e r y  co-opera t ive .  
There  were  one o r  two who r e f u s e d  t o  b e  i n t e r v i e w e d ,  b u t  most of them - and t h e y  
were mos t ly  p o l i t i c i a n s  - were o n l y  t o o  anx ious  t o  g e t  t h e i r  s i d e  of h i s t o r y  
recorded  f o r  p o s t e r i t y .  Some of them regarded  i t  a s  a c o n f e s s i o n a l ,  and I remember 
one p e r s o n  who p layed  a prominent r o l e  i n  t h e  p e r i o d  s a y i n g  t o  m e  a f t e r  t h e  i n t e r -  
v iew,  "I f e e l  as though I have g o t  a  l o a d  o f f  my mind". 

I n  doing t h e s e  books,  I d i d  have a d i s t i n c t  advan tage  i n  t h a t  I knew t h e  
p e r i o d  i n s i d e  o u t  a s  I had covered i t  a s  a  r e p o r t e r  i n  t h e  P a r l i a m e n t a r y  P r e s s  
G a l l e r y ,  and I was on a  f i r s t  name b a s i s  w i t h  most of t h o s e  I i n t e r v i e w e d .  Fur the r -  
more, t h e  f a c t  t h a t  I was working i n  such c l o s e  co-opera t ion  w i t h  t h e  P u b l i c  Archives  
and had as my p u b l i s h e r  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  of Toronto  P r e s s  was a g r e a t  h e l p ;  i t  made 
t h e  c a b i n e t  m i n i s t e r s  and o t h e r s  I i n t e r v i e w e d  c o n f i d e n t  t h a t  t h e y  would n o t  be  
misquoted o r  m i s r e p r e s e n t e d  i n  any way. 

When t h e  f i r s t  volume was p u b l i s h e d ,  Marsh J e a n n e r e t ,  t h e  d i r e c t o r  of t h e  
U n i v e r s i t y  of Toronto P r e s s ,  t o l d  me t h a t  h e  b e l i e v e d  i t  was un ique ,  t h a t  n o t h i n g  
l i k e  it had been done b e f o r e .  And Louis  S t a r r  of Columbia U n i v e r s i t y ,  i n  reviewing 
Diefenbaker :  Leadersh ip  Gained i n  t h e  O r a l  H i s t o r y  A s s o c i a t i o n ' s  r e c e n t  Newsle t t e r  
s a i d  t h a t  h e  knew of "no e q u i v a l e n t "  ( i n  t h e  Uni ted S t a t e s  a t  l e a s t ) .  He was k i n d  
enough t o  c a l l  it a  "model of i t s  k i n d  and a n  eye-opener f o r  t h o s e  who imagine t h a t  
Canadian o r a l  h i s t o r y  i s  l i m i t e d  t o  history-from-the-bottom-up". D r .  Wilf Smith,  t h e  
Dominion A r c h i v i s t ,  spoke of i t  a s  be ing  "a breakthrough".  It i s  c e r t a i n l y  a  new 
a p p l i c a t i o n  of t h e  modern t e c h n i q u e  of o r a l  h i s t o r y  which i n  i t s e l f  i s  a  v e r y  new 
development.  I n  t h i s  s e n s e  we a r e  a l l  p i o n e e r s ,  and I t h i n k  we can  be  j u s t l y  proud 
of what we a r e  doing:  we a r e  u s i n g  t h e  l a t e s t  e l e c t r o n i c  means of communication and 
we a r e  opening up a  v a s t  new f i e l d  of human knowledge. 

As I s a i d ,  I have done hundreds o f  in te rv iews- in -dep th  - I d i d  f i f t y - s i x  
i n t e r v i e w s  f o r  t h e  two Diefenbaker  books - and i t  h a s  been my e x p e r i e n c e  t h a t  a  
p e r s o n  who i s  n o t  a  p r o f e s s i o n a l  w r i t e r  i s  l i k e l y  t o  b e  much more f r a n k  and 
i n t e r e s t i n g  when t a l k i n g ,  when t e l l i n g  a  s t o r y ,  t h a n  when w r i t i n g .  There i s  some- 
t h i n g  abou t  t h e  a c t  of p u t t i n g  pen t o  paper  t h a t  makes f o r  c a u t i o n ,  d u l l n e s s  and 
o f f i c i a l e s e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  a s  f a r  a s  p o l i t i c i a n s  a r e  concerned.  Of c o u r s e ,  peop le  
l i k e  Barry  Broadfoot  and S t u d s  T e r k e l  have shown t h a t  by means of t h i s  t e c h n i q u e  
t h e  o r d i n a r y  person  who d o e s n ' t  w r i t e  and i n  some c a s e s  cannot  w r i t e  can c o n t r i b u t e  
t o  o u r  h i s t o r y  and o u r  knowledge of o u r s e l v e s .  It cou ld  b e  s a i d  t h a t  t h e y  have made 
t h e  i l l i t e r a t e  l i t e r a t e .  

I shou ld  l i k e  t o  end by r e f e r r i n g  t o  a  review of t h e  f i r s t  volume of my book 
by Dal ton  Camp who i s  f e a t u r e d  i n  t h e  second volume. H e  s a i d  t h a t  peop le  d o n ' t  
w r i t e  a s  many l e t t e r s  o r  memoranda a s  t h e y  used t o  do - a f t e r  a l l  t h i s  i s  t h e  
e l e c t r o n i c  age  - and v e r y  few peop le  keep d i a r i e s .  Maybe i t ' s  j u s t  as w e l l  they  
d o n ' t  because ,  a s  h e  s a i d ,  e v e r y t h i n g  i s  be ing  l e a k e d  - i t ' s  no t ime f o r  s e c r e t s ,  
be  t h e y  c a b i n e t  s e c r e t s  o r  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s e c r e t s .  As a  r e s u l t ,  Da l ton  Camp went on 
t o  s a y  t h a t  o r a l  h i s t o r y  "may be  t h e  o n l y  p o l i t i c a l  h i s t o r y  we have l e f t " .  


