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SASICATCHESVAN ORAL H I  STORY PROGRAMbIE 

by End1 Crane 

M s .  Crane i s  a research  o f f i c e r  f o r  t h e  Saskatchewan Archives Board. 
Her no te  i s  an  up-dated ve r s ion  of t h e  no te  which appeared i n  t h e  
F a l l  1977 i s s u e  of t h e  C.O.H.A. B u l l e t i n  (Vo1.2 No.3). 

The Saskatchewan Oral His tory  Programme, which o r ig ina t ed  wi th  t h e  Depart- 
ment of Cul ture  and Youth a s  t h e  Towards A New P a s t  programme, was t r a n s f e r r e d  i n  
March of 1977 t o  t h e  Saskatchewan Archives Board. The programme i s  now permanently 
e s t ab l i shed  a t  t h e  Archives,  and t h e  budget, once a temporary one renewed from year  
t o  year ,  i s  now guaranteed. 

I n  1977 e i g h t  c o l l e c t o r s  working f o r  two-month per iods  produced 155 hours 
of o r a l  h i s t o r y  documentation. Three o the r  c o l l e c t o r s  w i l l  soon submit an a d d i t i o n a l  
50 hours of tape .  A b r i e f  s ta tement  about t h e  themes of each c o l l e c t i n g  p r o j e c t  i s  
included below. 

--Biographies of Two M6tis Socie ty  Founders--Malcolm Nor r i s  and J i m  Brady 

Eighty-f ive hours of t ape  c o l l e c t e d  i n  1976 and 1977 compose a cha rac t e r  
s tudy  of t h e  two M6tis l eade r s ,  exploring t h e i r  i deo log ica l  development and inf luence  
on Native movements. The Canada Council  i s  funding the  prepara t ion  of t h i s  o r a l  
m a t e r i a l  f o r  pub l i ca t ion .  



--Saskatchewan Wri te rs  and t h e i r  Works 

A Saskatchewan w r i t e r  in te rv iews  17 o t h e r  Saskatchewan w r i t e r s  who d i scuss  
t o p i c s  such a s  t h e  c r e a t i v e  process ,  i n f luences ,  such a s  landscape, c l ima te  and t h e  
Depression, on t h e i r  wr i t i ng ,  f a v o u r i t e  au tho r s ,  t h e  r o l e  of l i t e r a r y  a f f i l i a t i o n s ,  
cu r r en t  a f f a i r s ,  t r a v e l  and au tobiographica l  information.  

--The His tory  of Horse Showing i n  4H Achievement and A g r i c u l t u r a l  Exhib i t ions  

The c o l l e c t o r  and 26 informants a r e  members of t h e  Saskatchewan ho r se  
showing community. The in te rv iews  concent ra te  on such s u b j e c t s  a s  horse  showing 
from t h e  1930s t o  t h e  present ,  t r a v e l l i n g  t h e  horse  showing c i r c u i t ,  competing i n  
t h e  Toronto Royal F a i r  and t h e  h i s t o r y  of 4H c lubs  i n  va r ious  p r o v i n c i a l  cen t r e s .  
The informants a r e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of t h e  owners and breeders  of t he  f u l l  spectrum 
of horse  v a r i e t i e s  i n  t h e  l i g h t  and heavy horse  ca t egor i e s  i n  Saskatchewan. 

--Blacks i n  Saskatchewan His tory :  Recent Immigrants, 1950-Present 

A p o l i t i c a l  s c i e n t i s t  and immigrant from Barbados conducts in te rv iews  wi th  
e i g h t  immigrants from t h e  West Ind ie s ,  one immigrant and two descendants of immigrants 
from southern  United S t a t e s  and one immigrant from Niger ia .  Their  occupat ions inc lude  
accounting, au to  body work, f a c t o r y  work, farming, p ro fe s s iona l  b a s e b a l l ,  p s y c h i a t r i c  
nursing and small  bus iness .  Some themes explored a r e  comparisons of h e a l t h  condi t ions ,  
housing, wage s c a l e s ,  and q u a l i t y  of l i f e  i n  Saskatchewan and country of o r i g i n ,  a  
c r i t i q u e  of immigration po l i cy ,  r a c i a l  d i sc r imina t ion  experienced i n  Saskatchewan, 
and Saskatchewan a s  a  land of opportuni ty.  

--Trapping i n  Northern Saskatchewan 

A no r the rn  Saskatchewan t r appe r  in te rv iews  1 3  co l leagues  who over t h e  years  
depended on t rapping  f o r  t h e i r  l i ve l ihood .  Trapping i s  cha rac t e r i zed  a s  a  hea l thy  
and d i s c i p l i n e d  l i f e  producing s t r e n g t h  of cha rac t e r .  Women t e l l  s t o r i e s  of l i f e  a s  
a  t r a p p e r ' s  wi fe  homemaking i n  t h e  bush and t h e i r  e q u a l i t y  when up aga ins t  t h e  
cha l lenges  of n a t u r e  on t h e  t r a p l i n e .  Also documented i s  t h e  evolu t ion  of t rapping  
technology from 1915 t o  1977, techniques f o r  t rapping  and sna r ing  a  v a r i e t y  of 
animals,  observa t ion  of wild l i f e  behaviour,  f u r  c o n t r o l  programmes and conservat ion 
inc luding  t rapping  quotas .  

--Pedagogical Pioneers:  A His tory  of Education i n  Saskatchewan 

Twenty-five informants ,  members of Superannuated Teachers of Saskatchewan 
which endorsed t h e  p r o j e c t ,  t e l l  t h e  s t o r y  of teaching i n  Saskatchewan schools  from 
1916. Teachers '  r e a c t i o n s  t o  t h e  formation of a  union, t h e  Saskatchewan Teachers '  
Federa t ion ,  i s  thoroughly documented. The advantages of t he  formation of l a r g e r  
school  u n i t s  i s  d iscussed  a s  i s  t h e  r o l e  of t h e  l o c a l  board. The r o l e  of t he  t eache r  
and t h e  school  i n  the  r u r a l  a r e a s ,  t h e  q u a l i t y  of educat ion i n  Normal schools ,  and 
t h e  e f f e c t  of t h e  Depression on s a l a r i e s  a r e  o t h e r  t o p i c s  explored.  This  p r o j e c t  
received t h e  sponsorship of t h e  College of Education, Univers i ty  of Saskatchewan 
and was planned by t h e i r  J u b i l e e  Archives Committee. A graduate  s tuden t  of t he  College 
conducted t h e  in te rv iews .  

--Saskatchewan Rivers  Development Associat ion 

This o r a l  h i s t o r y  p r o j e c t ,  cons i s t i ng  of e i g h t  in te rv iews ,  supplements t h e  
ex t ens ive  c o l l e c t i o n  of t h e  Assoc ia t ion ' s  papers  deposi ted i n  t h e  Saskatchewan 
Archives.  The movement t o  b u i l d  a  dam on the  South Saskatchewan River was i n i t i a t e d  
o r i g i n a l l y  by members of t h e  Boards of Trade of Regina and Moose Jaw. These people 
had l i v e d  through the  1930s and had experienced t h e  devas t a t ing  e f f e c t s  of t h e  
drought condi t ions .  They f e l t  s t rong ly  t h a t  i r r i g a t i o n  must come t o  Saskatchewan. 



Members of t h i s  group, a s  we l l  a s  opponents of t h e  dam and i r r i g a t i o n ,  a r e  
interviewed.  

The t h r e e  o the r  c o l l e c t i n g  p r o j e c t s  s t i l l  i n  progress  a r e  G r i t a g e  canadien- 
f r a n g a i s  de l a  Saskatchewan, An Oral  His tory  of t h e  Wahpeton Dakota, and t h e  E f f e c t  
of R a i l  L i n e i o n  Small Saskatchewan Communities. 


