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M s .  F r a se r  works i n  t h e  r e f e rence  s e c t i o n  of t h e  Guelph Pub l i c  Library.  

During t h e  summer of 1974 I was p a r t  of a  four  member Oppor tuni t ies  f o r  Youth 
p r o j e c t  which t r i e d  t o  compile a  h i s t o r y  of Wellington County, Ontar io.  The r e s u l t  
of our  p r o j e c t  was a  2% hour s l i d e  and t ape  p re sen ta t ion  e n t i t l e d  "Look a t  Our Past",  
which i s  c u r r e n t l y  being used by the  Wellington County Board of Education a s  a  
teaching  a i d  i n  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n  of " l o c a l  h i s tory" .  Our group found during t h e  
research  phase of our p r o j e c t  t h a t  t h e r e  was a pauci ty  of information about 
Wellington County's h i s t o r y  from about 1900 t o  t h e  p re sen t .  "Pioneer h i s to ry"  was 
well-documented, b u t  t h i s  more recent  per iod  was a  r e l a t i v e  blank. Thus, our group 
decided t o  seek ou t  some of t h e  county 's  o l d e r  c i t i z e n s  t o  a s k  them quest ions about 
t h i s  per iod  of t h e  county 's  h i s t o r y .  

Our O.F.Y. group interviewed about a dozen people ranging from a r e t i r e d  s t r e e t -  
c a r  opera tor ,  Harry Beadle, t o  an  a c t i v e  l o c a l  h i s t o r i a n  and former newspaper woman, 
M r s .  Hazel Mack, t o  a very  engaging Women's I n s t i t u t e  s ec re t a ry ,  M r s .  Harry Burr of 
Ennotv i l le ,  Ont. We a l s o  t a lked  a t  g r e a t  l eng th  t o  M r .  Harry Hortop of Eramosa, 
Ont., whose family has  operated 3 g r i s t  m i l l s  i n  Wellington County s i n c e  t h e  e a r l y  
1830's.  M r .  J . B .  Nelson of Guelph f i l l e d  us  i n  on t h e  h i s t o r y  of t h e  Ontar io 
A g r i c u l t u r a l  College and Ontar io Veter inary College, now of course t h e  Univers i ty  of 
Guelph. 

Being q u i t e  new a t  in te rv iewing  we encountered many d i f f i c u l t i e s .  For i n s t ance  
we found i t  d i f f i c u l t  t o  keep the  interviewees on t r ack ,  thus  our tapes  have a  
d i s t i n c t  rambling qua l i t y .  We a l s o  found i t  hard t o  a l l a y  nervousness i n  t h e  i n t e r -  
viewees - p a r t i c u l a r l y  when we wereoften unsure of ouxselves.  Many of t h e  o lde r  
people seemed q u i t e  susp ic ious  of t h e  recording instruments;  i t  probably d i d n ' t  he lp  



much t h a t  we were doing our tap ings  during the  he igh t  of t h e  Watergate scandal .  
F i n a l l y ,  our budget was so  low t h a t  we were forced  t o  u s e  "army i ssue"  equipment 
t h a t  squeaked and r a t t l e d  q u i t e  audib ly  during t h e  tap ing  se s s ions .  Most annoying! 

When it was a l l  over ,  we discovered t h a t  t h e r e  was very  l i t t l e  of use  t o  u s  i n  
our p r o j e c t  a s  our focus had s h i f t e d  from a modern h i s t o r y  t o  a  h i s t o r y  of i n d u s t r i -  
a l i z a t i o n  i n  t h e  l a t e  1800's i n  t h e  va r ious  reg ions  of t h e  county, p a r t i c u l a r l y  
t h e  p a r t  t h e  r a i l r o a d s  and mechanization played i n  nu r tu r ing  i n d u s t r i a l  growth. 

S t i l l ,  we managed t o  keep some of t h e  in t e rv i ew t apes .  These a re :  1 )  t apes  
of M r s .  Harry Burr of Enno tv i l l e ,  Ont., conta in ing  a  wonderful d e s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  
1923 cyclone t h a t  f l a t t e n e d  l a r g e  po r t ions  of Wellington County; 2) t apes  of M r .  
J . B .  Nelson of Guelph desc r ib ing  some of t h e  e a r l y  days of t h e  Ontar io Agr i cu l tu ra l  
College and poin t ing  ou t  changes i n  s tuden t  l i f e - s t y l e s  from those  e a r l y  days (1925); 
and 3) tapes  of M s .  Ross Doddington, former owner of t h e  George Drew house i n  Elora ,  
Ont. This  t ape  con ta ins  e x c e l l e n t  d e s c r i p t i o n s  of t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  f e a t u r e s  of t h e  
Drew house, a s  we l l  a s  some anecdotes about  t h e  house 's  d i s t i ngu i shed  occupants.  It 
might be added t h a t  M s .  Doddington i s  one of t h e  F e s t i v a l  S ingers  of Canada. Final-  
l y ,  a s  I mentioned before  I have d u p l i c a t e  t apes  of t h e  n a r r a t i v e  p o r t i o n  of our 
p r o j e c t .  


