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R i c h a r d  Lochead ,  E d i t o r  o f  t h e  C.O.H.A. J o u r n a l ,  welcomed d e l e g a t e s  t o  t h e  
f i r s t  s e s s i o n  by n o t i n g  t h a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  marked t h e  f i r s t  o c c a s i o n  f o r  
a  C.O.H.A. m e e t i n g  w i t h i n  t h e  L e a r n e d  S o c i e t i e s  f ramework.  H e  t h e n  e x p l a i n e d  t h i s  
c o u r s e  o f  a c t i o n  f o l l o w e d  a  d e c i s i o n  t o  t h a t  e f f e c t  t a k e n  a t  t h e  b u s i n e s s  m e e t i n g  o f  
t h e  O c t o b e r  1978  c o n f e r e n c e  h e l d  i n  T o r o n t o .  M r .  Lochead went  o n  t o  s t a t e  t h a t  u n t i l  
t h e  T o r o n t o  m e e t i n g ,  C.O.H.A. c o n f e r e n c e s  had b e e n  a n n u a l  a f f a i r s .  A t  t h a t  t ime, how- 
e v e r ,  i t  was t h o u g h t  t h a t  t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  would b e n e f i t  f rom m e e t i n g  w i t h  t h e  L e a r n e d  
S o c i e t i e s  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  m u l t i d i s c i p l i n a r y  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  o r a l  r e s e a r c h .  H e  c o n t i n u e d  
by s t a t i n g  t h a t  it was t h e r e f o r e  d e c i d e d  t h a t  a  c o n f e r e n c e  would n o t  b e  h e l d  i n  1 9 7 9  
a n d  t h a t  t h e  t i m e  p e r i o d  be tween  O c t o b e r  1978  and  J u n e  1980  would be u s e d  i n s t e a d  t o  
p l a n  f o r  t h e  L e a r n e d  S o c i e t i e s  C o n f e r e n c e .  M r .  Lochead c o n c l u d e d  h i s  i n t r o d u c t o r y  
r e m a r k s  by n o t i n g  t h a t ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  s u c h  p l a n n i n g ,  a  series o f  r e g i o n a l  w o r k s h o p s  
and  c o n f e r e n c e s  were p l o t t e d  and  h e l d  a c r o s s  t h e  c o u n t r y  i n  1 9 7 9  t o  h e l p  r e l i e v e  t h e  
a b s e n c e  o f  a  n a t i o n a l  c o n f e r e n c e  d u r i n g  t h a t  y e a r .  

Mr. Lochead ,  a s  C h a i r p e r s o n  f o r  S e s s i o n  No.1, t h e n  i n t r o d u c e d  M r .  D o u g l a s  
Gibson  o f  t h e  MacMil lan Company o f  Canada ,  a n d  M r .  R i c k  B u t l e r ,  a u t h o r ,  i n  a  s e s s i o n  
e n t i t l e d  " P l a n n i n g  and  P u b l i s h i n g  a n  O r a l  H i s t o r y  P r o j e c t " .  Mr. Lochead n o t e d  i n  h i s  
i n t r o d u c t i o n  t h a t  Mr. Derek Reimer o f  t h e  P r o v i n c i a l  A r c h i v e s  o f  B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a ,  who 
was a l s o  s c h e d u l e d  t o  p r e s e n t  a  p a p e r  d u r i n g  t h e  s e s s i o n ,  had b e e n  f o r c e d  t o  c a n c e l  
b e c a u s e  o f  w o r k - r e l a t e d  d u t i e s .  M r .  G i b s o n ,  who s p o k e  f i r s t ,  began  by e x p l a i n i n g  h i s  
r o l e  a s  a  p u b l i s h e r  w i t h  t h e  MacMil lan Company and t h e n  n o t e d  two  t y p e s  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  
m a n u s c r i p t s  which a p p e a r  a t  h i s  w o r k p l a c e  o n  a n  i r r e g u l a r  b u t  f a m i l i a r  b a s i s .  The f i r s t  
tyype was t h a t  d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  l o c a l  m a r k e t  and  t h e  s e c o n d  t y p e  was more g e n e r a l  b u t  o f  
l i m i t e d  i n t e r e s t .  H i s  a d v i c e  a s  a  p u b l i s h e r  was t o  combine  e l e m e n t s  o f  b o t h  t-ypes o f  
m a n u s c r i p t s  a s  had b e e n  d o n e  w i t h  t h e  p o p u l a r  S a l t  W a t e r ,  F r e s h  W a t e r ,  which d e a l t  w i t h  
men and women a c r o s s  Canada who e a r n  t h e i r  l i v i n g  o n  t h e  w a t e r .  M r .  G i b s o n  d i d  n o t e  t h a t  
a  m a n u s c r i p t  which f o c u s e d  o n  a  l i m i t e d  s u b j e c t  a r e a  m i g h t  be a c c e p t e d  a s  l o n g  a s  it 
c o n t a i n e d  a n  o v e r a b u n d a n c e  o f  e x c e l l e n t  m a t e r i a l  f rom which a  s e l e c t i o n  c o u l d  b e  made. 
For  t h e  m o s t  p a r t ,  however ,  a  p o p u l a r  theme w i t h  a  f a i r l y  w i d e  s c o p e  s t o o d  a  b e t t e r  
c h a n c e  f o r  a c c e p t a n c e .  Beyond t h a t ,  Mr. G i b s o n  s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  l o o k e d  f o r  s u p e r i o r i t y  
i n  w r i t i n g  s t y l e ,  t h e  a u t h o r ' s  a b i l i t y  t o  p r o m o t e  h i s  o r  h e r  book,  and  t h e  a v a i l a -  
b i l i t y  o f  e x c e l l e n t  p h o t o s .  H e  a l s o  n o t e d  t h a t  h e  j u d g e s  t h e  r e s e a r c h  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  
o f  t h e  a u t h o r  when p r e s e n t e d  w i t h  a  m a n u s c r i p t .  I n  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  o r a l  h i s t o r y ,  f o r  
e x a m p l e ,  d i d  t h e  a u t h o r  t r a v e l  t h a t  e x t r a  m i l e  t o  g e t  o n e  more i n t e r v i e w  t o  s o l i d i f y  
h i s  r e s e a r c h  o r  e m b e l l i s h  t h e  n a r r a t i v e  w i t h  i m p o r t a n t  and i n t e r e s t i n g  m a t e r i a l ?  Or 
d i d  h e  o r  s h e  s i m p l y  v i s i t  a  s e n i o r  c i t i z e n s '  home and  t a k e  a  r o u g h  s a m p l e  o f  f i f t e e n  
e l d e r l y  p e o p l e  a s  b a s i s  f o r  a  p u b l i c a t i o n ?  Mr. G i b s o n  a l s o  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  e t h i c a l  
s i d e  o f  p u b l i s h i n g  m a t e r i a l  g l e a n e d  from i n t e r v i e w s  was m o n i t o r e d  c l o s e l y  and t h a t  
e x c e r p t s  p o t e n t i a l l y  h a r m f u l  t o  t h e  i n t e r v i e w e e ( s )  w e r e  n o t  a l l o w e d  t o  r e a c h  p r i n t .  
Mr. G i b s o n  t h e n  went  on t o  e x p l a i n  t h e  v a r i o u s  s t a g e s  i n  p u b l i s h i n g  a n  a c c e p t e d  manu- 
s c r i p t ,  s u c h  a s  c h a p t e r  t h e m e s ,  c h a p t e r  o r d e r  and  e d i t i n g .  H e  c o n c l u d e d  h i s  p r e s e n t a -  
t i o n  by e x p l a i n i n q  t h e  f i n a l  p r o c e s s  i n v o l v e d  i n  r e a d y i n g  t h e  m a n u s c r i p t  f o r  p r i n t ,  
i n c l u d i n g  a u t h o r ' s  p r e f a c e ,  p h o t o y r a p h s  and  p r o o f  r e a d i n g .  

The seconcl s p e a k e r  i n  S e s s i o n  No.1, Rick  B u t l e r ,  s p o k e  o f  p u b l i s h i n g  a  work 
o f  h i s t o r y  from t h e  a u t h o r ' s  v i e w p o i n t .  He e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  t h e  i n s p i r a t i o n  f o r  h i s  work 
came from t h e  P a r t i  n u C b & c o i s  e l e c t i o n  v i c t o r y  i n  November 1976 and  t h e  r e a c t i o n  t o  



t h i s  by some E n g l i s h  C a n a d i a n s  which  a p p r o a c h e d  h y s t e r i a .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  was 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  u p s e t  by t h e  way t h e  media  p r e s e n t e d  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  a n d  f e l t  t h a t  some 
a v e n u e  s h o u l d  b e  e x p l o r e d  whereby  t h e  a v e r a g e  c i t i z e n  i n  Q u e b e c  c o u l d  make h i s  o r  h e r  
v i e w s  known. Mr. B u t l e r  c o n t i n u e d  by  s t a t i n g  t h a t  a  book o n  t h e  s u b j e c t  a n d ,  p a r t i c u -  
l a r l y ,  a  book which  employed o r a l  i n t e r v i e w s  a s  i t s  m a j o r  component ,  would b e s t  s e r v e  
h i s  p u r p o s e .  H i s  n e x t  s t e p  was t o  f i n d  a  p u b l i s h e r  who m i g h t  b e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  s u c h  a  
c o n c e p t .  Once t h i s  was a c c o m p l i s h e d  a n d  a  c o n t r a c t  s i g n e d ,  r e s e a r c h  b e g a n .  Mr. B u t l e r  
e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  t h i s  p h a s e  p r o c e e d e d  g e o g r a p h i c a l l y  w i t h i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e  a n d  t h a t  h i s  
r e s e a r c h  f o c u s  was t h e  r e c o r d i n g  o f  " s a l t  o f  t h e  e a r t h "  o p i n i o n  f rom t h e  common man 
a n d  woman. M r .  B u t l e r  t h e n  went  o n  t o  e x p l a i n  h i s  work ing  m e t h o d o l o g y ,  i n c l u d i n g  
a v e r a g e  l e n g t h  o f  i n t e r v i e w  s e s s i o n s ,  t y p e s  o f  q u e s t i o n s  a s k e d ,  number o f  i n t e r v i e w s  
r e c o r d e d  a n d  t h e  f o l l o w - u p  work a f t e r  r e s e a r c h  was c o m p l e t e d  s u c h  a s  t r a n s c r i b i n g  and  
c o - o p e r a t i n g  w i t h  h i s  e d i t o r  t o  b o t h  r e d u c e  and  r e f i n e  t h e  c o l l e c t e d  m a t e r i a l  i n t o  
a s a t i s f a c t o r y  book f o r m a t .  The  f i n a l  p r o d u c t  o f  t h i s  work was e n t i t l e d  Q u e b e c ,  The  
P e o p l e  Speak .  A f t e r  p u b l i c a t i o n  k I r .  B u t l e r  had t o  p r o m o t e  h i s  work,  which i n v o l v e d  
a  t o u r  c o m p r i s i n g  many i n t e r v i e w s  and  p u b l i c  a p p e a r a n c e s .  The a u t h o r  went  o n  t o  n o t e  
t h a t  t h e  Q u e b e c  N a t i o n a l  A r c h i v e s  and  t h e  P u b l i c  A r c h i v e s  .of Canada were  b o t h  i n t e r e s t -  
e d  i n  h i s  i n t e r v i e w s  and  p a p e r s ,  a  f a c t o r  which  r e l i e v e d  h i s  c o n c e r n  a b o u t  p r e s e r v i n g  
t h e  c o l l e c t e d  m a t e r i a l .  M r .  B u t l e r  c o n c l u d e d  h i s  a d d r e s s  by s t a t i n g  t h a t  t h e  r e s e a r c h  
a n d  p u b l i s h i n g  a s p e c t s  i n v o l v e d  i n  p r e p a r i n g  a  book o f  o r a l  i n t e r v i e w s  d i d  n o t  d i f f e r  
m a r k e d l y  f rom t h a t  which  is r e q u i r e d  t o  p r o d u c e  3. w r i t t e n  work ,  a  v i e w p o i n t ,  a c c o r d i n g  
t o  t h e  a u t h o r ,  which  is  o f t e n  m i s c o n s t r u e d .  

The s e c o n d  s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  a f t e r n o o n  was e n t i t l e d  " R e c e n t  Advances  i n  
C a t a l o g u i n g  O r a l  H i s t o r y  T a p e s " .  C h a i r p e r s o n  G a r y  Hughes ,  C.O.H.A. E n g l i s h  Language  
S e c r e t a r y ,  i n t r o d u c e d  M r .  D a l e  T r e l e v e n  f rom t h e  S t a t e  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  o f  W i s c o n s i n  
who p r e s e n t e d  a  p a p e r  e n t i t l e d   emon on strati on o f  Time A c c e s s  t o  P e r t i n e n t  E x c e r p t s  
(TAPE) Sys tem" .  M r .  T r e l e v e n  i n t r o d u c e d  h i s  t o p i c  by o f f e r i n g  t h e  o p i n i o n  t h a t  a  m a s t e r  
t a p e  r e c o r d i n g  o f  a n  i n t e r v i e w  is j u s t  a s  v a l u a b l e ,  i f  n o t  more s o ,  t h a n  t h e  p r i n t e d  
t r a n s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  same i n t e r v i e w .  H e  t h e n  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  t h e  p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  t a p e  
r e c o r d i n g s  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  was a  less  p o p u l a r  c o n c e p t  t h a n  s i m p l y  p r o d u c i n g  
t r a n s c r i p t s  f rom t h e s e  r e c o r d i n g s .  H e  n o t e d ,  however ,  t h a t  a t  p r e s e n t  t h e  e x p e n s e  
i n v o l v e d  i n  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  made t h e  p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  t a p e  r e c o r d i n g s  a n  e v e r  more 
a t t r a c t i v e  a l t e r n a t i v e .  T h i s  was n o t  t h e  c a s e  d u r i n g  t h e  1 9 4 0 ' s  when r e c o r d e d  i n t e r -  
v i e w s  w e r e  f i r s t  b e i n g  p r o d u c e d .  The s p e a k e r  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  b o t h  t a p e  r e c o r d e r s  and  
t a p e s  w e r e  e x p e n s i v e  a n d  p r i m i t i v e  i n  t h o s e  y e a r s  and b e c a u s e  o f  t h i s ,  t a p e s  w e r e  
s i m p l y  e r a s e d  a f t e r  t r a n s c r i p t i o n s  were  made and  u s e d  a g a i n .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  c o s t  o f  
c l e r i c a l  l a b o u r  was c h e a p ,  o r  a s  a  more d e s i r a b l e  a l t e r n a t i v e ,  t h e  u s e  o f  f r e e  s t u d e n t  
l a b o u r  c r e a t e d  a  s i t u a t i o n  where  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  became v e r y  p o p u l a r .  A t  
t h a t  t i m e  a s  wel l ,  r e s e a r c h e r s  and  h i s t o r i a n s  were n o t  d i s p o s e d  t o w a r d s  t a p e  r e c o r d i n g s  
a s  s o u r c e  m a t e r i a l  a n d  p r e f e r r e d  i n s t e a d  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  p r i n t e d  o r  w r i t t e n  s o u r c e s .  
T h i s  a t t i t u d e  was e n c a p s u l e d  by L o u i s  S t a r r  a t  Columbia i ! n i v e r s i t y  who f e l t  t h a t  t h e  
t a p e  r e c o r d i n g  r e p r e s e n t e d  o n l y  t h e  f i r s t  d r a f t  o f  t h e  i n t e r v i e w .  By t h e  1 9 6 0 1 s ,  
however ,  o p i n i o n s  had c h a n g e d .  Mr. T r e l e v e n  p o i n t e d  t o  t h e  improvement  i n  r e c v r d i n y  
t e c h n o l o g y , .  i t s  l o w e r  p r i c e  and  t h e r e f o r e  a c c e s s a b i l i t y ,  J S  r e a s o n s  f o r  t h i s  s h i f t .  
A t  t h e  same t i m e  c o s t s  f o r  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  w e r e  r i s i n q .  S t i l l ,  t h e  u s e  of t r a n s c r i p t i c ! n s  
r e m a i n e d  p o p u l a r  m o s t l y  b e c a u s e  t h e r e  was no  a l t e r n a t e  s y s t e m  r o r  g l e a n i n ~ j  s p e c i f i c  
b i t s  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  from t a p e  r e c o r d i n g s .  The u s e  o f  d i g i t a l  c o u n t e r s  o n  r e c o r d e r s  ~ O L -  

i n d e x i n g  would n o t  p r o v e  s u c c e s s f u l  s i n c e  t h e s e  were  n o t  s t a n t l a r t l i z e c l .  blr. T r c l e v c n  
c o n t i n u e d  by s t a t i n q  t h ~ t  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o r r n u l t  i - t r ; ickei l  r t . cocc i r r s  i i u r i n ~ l  t i l e  1050 ' : ;  
a n d  t h e i r  improvement  s i n c e  t h e n  formed t h e  b a s i s  f o r  t i l t - ,  'r:'\PL: o r  r c t r i r ~ ~ . 7 , i L  :;).:;ten 

d e v c l v p e r l  by t h e  S t a t e  I l i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  du r  i l i c j  t t i c  1'37:) I:;. it), ~ l r i ~ - r i . c i - ~ r i I i r ~ ~ ~  :. i!:ic' 

c o d e  s i q n a l  on o n e  t r a c k  2nd t h e  raw EicLt1 t ~ p e  on , . )L! \ \TL- ,  ,IN ~ ~ l ~ i i c i ~ n t  r t . t r i ~ . \ i , ~ L  
s y s t e m  c o u l d  Lw e n a c t e d  whereby  w i t h  t h c  t ~ c l p  oi cb th (< r  t i r \ i i i l ~ t l  .tiit:; :;ttcil ,IS c . l t a L ~ ~ : t ~ . ,  
c s r d s  and a n  i n d e x i n g  s y s t e m ,  d e s i r e d  inEorn ia t : i~ .~r~  s i ) , ~ l ~ i  l i t '  : c > c L ~ t l : t i  .i:: : ; i ~ c > c c l i l l ,  . i ~ l i i ,  

p e r h a p s  more i m p o r t a n t ,  a t  s c i ~ e a p e r  r a t c  t l i ~ n  t1lrl?ilil!t t i ) t - ,  t ~ - , in : ; c r  i j l t  ic71i ::!f~tt!i::. 



M r .  T r e l e v e n  t h e n  went  o n  t o  e x p l a i n  more o f  t h e  m e t h o d o l o g i c a l  p r o c e d u r e s  a t  t h e  
H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  a n d  c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  i n t e r v i e w s  need  n o t  b e  t r a n s c r i b e d  f o r  p r e s e r -  
v a t i o n .  H e  d i d  a d d ,  however ,  t h a t  t h e  TAPE s y s t e m  m i g h t  i t s e l f  become o b s o l e t e  w i t h i n  
t e n  y e a r s  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  d i g i t a l  r e c o r d i n g .  

T h i s  c o n c l u d e d  t h e  a f t e r n o o n  s e s s i o n s  and  d e l e g a t e s  r e t i r e d  u n t i l  7 :30 P.M. 
when t h e y  r e a s s e m b l e d  t o  h e a r  t h e  k e y n o t e  a d d r e s s  o f  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e  d e l i v e r e d  by Dr. 
P a u l  Thompson o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  E s s e x ,  U.K. Dr. Thompson was i n t r o d u c e d  by  R i c h a r d  
Lochead who n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  s p e a k e r  had w r i t t e n  s e v e r a l  books  b a s e d  o n  o r a l  i n t e r v i e w s  
i n c l u d i n g  The E d w a r d i a n s :  The  Remaking o f  E n g l i s h  S o c i e t y  a n d , t h a t  h i s  a d d r e s s  t o . t h e  
d e l e g a t e s  was e n t i t l e d  "The V o i c e  o f  t h e  P a s t :  O r a l  H i s t o r y " .  Dr. Thompson e x p l o r e d  
o r a l  t r a d i t i o n  and  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  c u m u l a t i v e  d e c i s i o n s  o v e r  a  t i m e  s p a n  l e a d  t o  s o c i a l  
a n d  economic  c h a n g e s  i n  s o c i e t y .  He a l s o  n o t e d  t h a t  it was t h e  p o p u l a r  m o r a l  o r d e r  
which a f f e c t s  human h i s t o r y  t o  a  g r e a t e r  e x t e n t  t h a n  t h e  f o r m a l  mores  t h a t  a  s o c i e t y  
h a p p e n s  t o  e s t a b l i s h .  I n  s p e a k i n g  o f  s o c i a l  h i s t o r i o g r a p h y  i n  B r i t a i n  d u r i n g  t h e  p a s t  
c e n t u r y ,  D r .  Thompson commented t h a t  i t s  d e v e l o p m e n t  or l a c k  o f  same was hampered by 
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  mos t  h i s t o r i a n s  w e r e  m a l e  and o r i g i n a t e d  f rom t h e  m i d d l e  c l a s s  w i t h  
v a l u e s  t o  match .  H e  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  n a t u r a l  e m p h a s i s  o n  m a l e - o r i e n t e d  h i s t o r y  t e n d e d  
t o  s h r o u d  t h e  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  made by women and  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  i m p o r t a n t  and  d i r e c t  
p e r s o n a l  r o l e  t h e y  p e r f o r m e d  i n  b r i n g i n g  u p  c h i l d r e n .  T h e s e  same h i s t o r i a n s ,  h e  
e x p l a i n e d ,  p o s t u l a t e d  t h a t  t h e  b i r t h  r a t e  i n  B r i t a i n  had d e c l i n e d  d u r i n g  t h e  n i n e -  
t e e n t h  and  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r i e s  b e c a u s e  t h e  work ing  c l a s s  had c o p i e d  t h e  m i d d l e  c l a s s  
i n  t h i s  t e n d e n c y .  I n  f a c t ,  h e  s t a t e d ,  h i s  r e s e a r c h  r e v e a l e d  t h a t  t h e  movement o f  
work ing  c l a s s  women t o  f a c t o r i e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t e x t i l e  f a c t o r i e s ,  p r o d u c e d  a n  a d  hoc  
i n f o r m a t i o n  s i t u a t i o n  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  c o n t r a c e p t i o n .  I n  c o n t r a s t ,  h e  n o t e d ,  w o r k i n g  
c l a s s  women s e r v a n t s  o f  t h e  m i d d l e  c l a s s  w e r e ,  by and  l a r g e ,  t h e  most i g n o r a n t  o f  
c c n t r a c e p t i v e  methods .  Dr.  Thompson c o n c l u d e d  h i s  a d d r e s s  by r e m a r k i n g  o n  t h e  new 
i n f o r m a t i o n  d i s c o v e r e d  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  o r a l  h i s t o r y  r e s e a r c h  w i t h i n  
t h e  framework o f  B r i t a i n ' s  s o c i a l  h i s t o r y  and  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  much o f  i t  would n o t  h a v e  
been  d i s c o v e r e d  i f  t r a d i t i o n a l  w r i t t e n  s o u r c e s  o n l y  had b e e n  c o n s u l t e d .  D r .  Thompson 's  
p r e s e n t a t i o n  was f o l l o w e d  by a  l i v e l y  q u e s t i o n  and  a n s w e r  p e r i o d .  

On Tuesday  m o r n i n g ,  S e s s i o n  No.1 was e n t i t l e d  " O r a l  H i s t o r y  Methodology  
i n  S t u d i e s  o f  I m m i g r a t i o n  and  S e t t l e m e n t "  and  was c h a i r e d  by  R o b e r t  Harney  o f  t h e  
M u l t i c u l t u r a l  H i s t o r y  S o c i e t y  o f  O n t a r i o .  Mr. Harney  welcomed t h e  d e l e g a t e s  t o  t h e  
morn ing  s e s s i o n  and  t h e n  i n t r o d u c e d  t h e  f i r s t  s p e a k e r ,  Dr. Keijo V i r t a n e n ,  U n i v e r s i t y  
o f  T u r k u ,  F i n l a n d ,  whose p a p e r  was e n t i t l e d  "The Use o f  O r a l - H i s t o r y  i n  t h e  S t u d y  o f  
F i n n i s h  M i g r a t i o n " .  Dr.  V i r t a n e n  i n t r o d u c e d  h i s  p a p e r  by s t a t i n g  t h a t  t h e  work he  h a s  
b e e n  i n v o l v e d  w i t h  a t  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  G e n e r a l  H i s t o r y  h a s  r e l a t e d  m o s t l y  t o  F i n n i s h  
m i g r a t i o n  t o  N o r t h  America .  I n  terms o f  o r a l  h i s t o r y ,  h e  n o t e d  t h a t  i t  was o n l y  o n e  o f  
s e v e r a l  r e s e a r c h  methods  a v a i l a b l e  t o  u n c o v e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  phenomenon oE 
m i g r a t i o n .  He e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  h e  employed b o t h  a  macro  ( g e n e r a l )  and m i c r o  ( i n d i v i d u a l )  
a p p r o a c h  t o  h i s  s u b j e c t  a r e a .  I n  o t h e r  words ,  t h e  g e n e r a l  a p p r o a c h  was a p p l i e d  w i t h  
t h e  u s e  o f  s t a t i s t i c a l  d a t a  c o n c e r n i n g  m i g r a t i o n  w h i l e  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  a p p r o a c h  employed 
s e p a r a t e  i n t e r v i e w s  w i t h  t h o s e  who had m i g r a t e d  and  s u b s e q u e n t l y  r e t u r n e d  t o  F i n l a n d  o r  
t h o s e  who had s e t t l e d  i n  a  new c o u n t r y .  Dr. V i r t a n e n  f e l t  t h a t  b o t h  a p p r o a c h e s  were 
e s s e n t i a l  f o r  a  p r o p e r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  m i g r a t i o n  phenomenon a n d ,  i n d e e d ,  n o t e d  
t h a t  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  m i g r a t i o n  h i s t o r y  h a s  a  s t r o n g  d e m o g r a p h i c  and s o c i o - h i s t o r i c a l  
d i m e n s i o n  made t h e  r e l a t i o n  be tween  s t a t i s t i c a l  and o r a l  d a t a  q u i t e  c r u c i a l .  The 
s p e a k e r  c o n t i n u e d  by  s t a t i n q  t h a t  o r a l  h i s t o r y  c o u l d  o n l y  b e  o f  m a r g i n a l  a s s i s t a n c e  
i n  mc;l:iurincl r n i i j r a t i o n  a s  a  mass phenomenon b u t  i n  t e r m s  o f  mot:ives f o r  qoincj o v e r s c ~ l t ;  
i t  o f  i e r c i l  a n  i n v a l u a b l e  r e s e a r c h  t o o l .  Dr. V i r  t a n e n  c o n c l u d e d  h i s  p a p e r  by t i e s c r  ib incl  
t h e  ! > h y s i o a l  se tubl  i n  h i s  r l e ~ ~ ~ r t m e n t  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  w i t h  r e l a t i o n  t o  i t s  o r a l  
hikj tor  y r c s c ~ r c ! ~  a r c i l i v e s  and  r e l a t e d  some o f  t h e  s t a t i s t i c a l  and i n d i v i d u a l  f incl  i~ii~:; 
made i n  t h e  r e s e a r c h  p c o j e c t  t h u s  f a r .  



The second s p e a k e r  o f  t h e  f i r s t  s e s s i o n  was Susan  Papp o f  t h e  M u l t i c u l t u r a l  
H i s t o r y  S o c i e t y  o f  O n t a r i o ,  whose pape r  was e n t i t l e d  "The F o r g o t t e n  G e n e r a t i o n :  
Canada ' s  Hungar ian  Refugees o f  1956".  The s p e a k e r  i n t r o d u c e d  h e r  pape r  by n o t i n g  t h a t  
he r  r e s e a r c h  i n t o  t h e  t o p i c  w a s  based on i n t e r v i e w s  conduc ted  w i t h  Hungarian-Canadians 
who emig ra t ed  t o  O n t a r i o  and ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y ,  t h e  T o r o n t o  a r e a  i n  1956 a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  
S o v i e t  i n t e r v e n t i o n  i n  t h e i r  homeland. The t a p e s ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  o t h e r s  on t h e  same 
s u b j e c t ,  a r e  s t o r e d  w i t h i n  t h e  o r a l  h i s t o r y  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  M u l t i c u l t u r a l  H i s t o r y  
S o c i e t y .  She t h e n  e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  f i n d i n g s  o f  t h e  p r o j e c t  by s t a t i n g  t h a t  many 
s t e r e o t y p e s  developed a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  r e f u g e e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  O n t a r i o  and o t h e r  a r e a s  
o f  Canada. Some o f  t h e s e  were t h a t  most  o f  t h o s e  who came were invo lved  i n  g u e r i l l a  
a c t i v i t i e s  a g a i n s t  t h e  S o v i e t s ,  t h a t  many o f  t h e  e m i g r a n t s  had it e a s y  i n  t h e i r  adop ted  
c o u n t r y  a f t e r  t h e y  a r r i v e d ,  t h a t  most  d i d n ' t  work h a r d  t o  succeed  and t h a t  many be longed 
t o  t h e  c r i m i n a l  e lement .  The s p e a k e r  l a i d  t h e  f a u l t  f o r  s u c h  i m p r e s s i o n s ,  f o r  t h e  most  
p a r t ,  on t h e  media r e p o r t a g e  o f  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  between October  1956 and March 1957.  She  
c o n t i n u e d  by s t a t i n g  t h a t  t h e  Hungar ians  who came were  r e f u g e e s ,  n o t  immigran t s ,  and 
g i v e n  t h e  c h o i c e  would have  p r e f e r r e d  t o  l i v e  i n  t h e i r  homeland. She a l s o  no ted  t h a t  
t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  was t h e  more p o p u l a r  c h o i c e . o f  t h o s e  who l e f t  f o r  Nor th  America and 
t h a t  t h o s e  who came t o  Canada d i d  so a s  a n e x t  a l t e r n a t i v e  a f t e r  t h e  U.S. immigra t ion  
q u o t a  was f i l l e d .  Of t h e  t a p e d  i n t e r v i e w s  conduc ted  w i t h  a  sample  o f  t h e s e  r e f u g e e s  who 
came t o  s o u t h e r n  O n t a r i o ,  s h e  found t h a t  few o f  t h o s e  who d i d  t a k e  p a r t  i n  t h e  f i g h t i n g  
were w i l l i n g  t o  t a l k  a b o u t  i t  because  o f  r e l a t i v e s  s t i l l  l i v i n g  i n  Hungary. I n  a d d i t i o n  
s h e  d i s c o v e r e d  t h a t  o n l y  2 %  o f  t h o s e  who came t o  s o u t h e r n  O n t a r i o  had a n y  c r i m i n a l  
r e c o r d  and t h o s e  t h a t  e x i s t e d  were m o s t l y  f o r  p e t t y  o f f e n c e s .  The s p e a k e r  r e f e r r e d  
a g a i n  t o  t h e  media ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  newspapers ,  a s  a  s o u r c e  o f  much g e n e r a l i z a t i o n  
c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  r e f u g e e s .  Some o f  t h e  b y l i n e s  t h a t  appea red  i n f e r r e d  t h a t  t h e  r e f u g e e s  
new-found freedom caused  them t o  d o  whatever  t h e y  p l e a s e d - - r e p o r t  l a t e  f o r  work o r  n o t  
a t  a l l ,  e t c .  The s p e a k e r  s t a t e d ,  however, t h a t  t h e  newspapers  f a i l e d  t o  men t ion  t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  many of  t h e  r e f u g e e s  a c q u i r e d  j o b s  on  t h e  lower  end o f  t h e  o c c u p a t i o n a l  s c a l e  
s u c h  a s  h a r v e s t e r s  and j a n i t o r s  w h i l e  n o t  i n f r e q u e n t l y  p o s s e s s i n g  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  w e l l  
i n  e x c e s s  o f  t h a t  l e v e l .  She noted  t h e r e f o r e  t h a t  newspapers were n o t  t h a t  r e l i a b l e  a  
s o u r c e  i n  s t u d y i n g  t h e  r e f u g e e  phenomenon. The s p e a k e r  conc luded  he r  pape r  by s t a t i n g  
t h a t  t h e  37,000 r e f u g e e s  who came t o  Canada had a l a r g e r  impact  t h a n  t h e  41 ,000 who 
s e t t l e d  i n  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s ,  p a r t l y  because  o f  t h e  p e r  c a p i t a  r a t i o  and p a r t l y  because  
o f  t h e  o u t s t a n d i n g  e f f o r t s  o f  O n t a r i o  and Quebec i n  r e c e i v i n g  t h e  r e f u g e e s  c a u s e d  t h e i r  
p o p u l a t i o n  t o  be more c o n c e n t r a t e d  ( m o s t l y  i n  u rban  a r e a s )  t h a n  i n  t h e  U.S.A. where 
t h e y  were d i s p e r s e d  a c r o s s  t h e  c o u n t r y .  

The t h i r d  and f i n a l  s p e a k e r  of  t h e  morning s e s s i o n  was C h r i s  Gebhard o f  t h e  
Saskatchewan Arch ives  Board and a  r e c e n t  employee o f  t h e  M u l t i c u l t u r a l  H i s t o r y  S o c i e t y  
o f  O n t a r i o ,  whose pape r  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  S o c i e t y ' s  o r a l  h i s t o r y  c o l l e c t i o n .  Mr. Gebhard 
r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  S o c i e t y  had r e c o r d e d  o v e r  6000 i n t e r v i e w s  s i n c e  i t s  f o u n d a t i o n  i n  
1956. He noted  t h a t ,  w h i l e  t a k e n  s i n g l y ,  t h e s e  i n t e r v i e w s  migh t  n o t  r e v e a l  a  g r e a t  
d e a l  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  b u t  t h a t  t h e y  d o  when t a k e n  e n  masse.  He c o n t i n u e d  by e x p l a i n i n g  
t h e  methodology employed a t  t h e  S o c i e t y  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  r e s e a r c h e r s  a r e  con- 
t r a c t e d  t o  conduc t  i n t e r v i e w s  and/or  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  o t h e r  s o u r c e s  and a r e  chosen  o r  
matched by e t h n i c  group.  Such r e s e a r c h e r s  make p e r s o n a l  c o n t a c t s  i n  t h e  l anguage  t h e  
i n t e r v i e w e e  is most c o m f o r t a b l e  wi th- - the  o v e r a l l  breakdown a v e r a g e s  o u t  a t  508 i n  t h e  
E n g l i s h  l anguage  and 505 i n  t h e  m o t h e r . t o n g u e  o f  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t .  T h i s  a v e r a g e ,  however,  
d o e s  v a r y  w i t h i n  g roups .  Mr. Gebhard s t a t e d  t h a t  a  r e s e a r c h e r  who is t o o  c l o s e  i n  h i s  
o r  her  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  t h e  i n t e r v i e w e e  may f i n d  q u a l i t y  i n f o r m a t i o n  d i f f i c u l t  t o  e x t r , l c t  
s i m p l y  because  t h e  s t o r y  o r  r e c o l l e c t i o n s  may have  been r e p e a t e d  t o  t h e  r e s e s r c h e r  
s e v e r a l  t i m e s  i n  a n  i n f o r m a l  a tmosphere  a n d ,  a s  s u c h ,  t h e  repetition of  t h i s  informLl- 
t i o n  i n  a  mnrc formal  s e t t i n q  i n  f r o n t  oE a  t a p e  r e c o r d e r  may seem t o  t h e  i n t c r v i c w c e  
i n h i b i t i n c j  ~ n d , / o r  unnecessa ry .  The l a r g e s t  e t h n i c  g roup  d e a l t  w i t h  t h e  S o c i t > t \ ,  
ha s  been t h e  i'oles,. A p p r o s i ~ n a t e l y  6 0 0  i n d i v i i l u a l s  have been intcrvirwcc! a c r o s s  01:t.,ll- ~ i l  

c?n J. wide s o c ~ o - e c o n o m i c  r ange .  The a g e  o f  such  i n f c r m a n t s  h a s  a l s o  v a ~ . i e d  w i L i c l > . ,  t i i t .  



e a r l i e s t  i n t e r v i e w e e  h a v i n g  a r r i v e d  i n  1906 and  t h e  l a t e s t  i n  t h e  1 9 7 0 ' s .  Mr. Gebhard 
s t a t e d  t h a t  t e s t i m o n y  f rom t h e s e  s o u r c e s  r e v e a l s ,  i n  g e n e r a l ,  d i s i l l u s i o n m e n t  i n  t h e  
home c o u n t r y  and /or  a  s e n s e  o f  a d v e n t u r e  combined w i t h  p l e a s a n t  o r  n o t  s o  p l e a s a n t  
e x p e r i e n c e s  a f t e r  h a v i n g . a r r i v e d  i n  O n t a r i o .  I n  t h a t  p r o v i n c e ,  many f o u n d  n o  work o r  
work o n  t h e  l o w e s t  s c a l e  d u r i n g  t h e  G r e a t  D e p r e s s i o n .  Those  who a r r i v e d  i n  t h e  1 9 5 0 ' s  

, were f u l l  o f  h o p e  i n  t h e i r  new s u r r o u n d i n g s  b u t  o f t e n  f o u n d  t h e m s e l v e s ,  l i k e  t h e i r  
p r e d e c e s s o r s ,  a t  t h e  b o t t o m  o f  t h e  s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  s c a l e .  M r .  Gebhard c o m p l e t e d  h i s  
p r e s e n t a t i o n  by n o t i n g  t h a t  many o f  t h e s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  w e r e  n e v e r t h e l e s s  a b l e  t o  r i se  
i n  s o c i a l  a n d  economic  s t a n d i n g  w i t h  h a r d  work o v e r  t h e  p a s s a g e  o f  time and  t h a t  a n  
i n c r e a s e  i n  s t a t u s ,  and  t h e r e f o r e  s e l f  w o r t h ,  c o u l d  b e  g a i n e d  by c o m p e t i n g  w i t h i n  
t h e i r  own i m m i g r a n t  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  

The  s e c o n d  s e s s i o n  o n  T u e s d a y  morn ing  was e n t i t l e d  " I n t e r n a t i o n a l  A p p r o a c h e s  
t o  O r a l  H i s t o r y  R e s e a r c h "  a n d  f e a t u r e d  Rona ld  Grele o f  t h e  New J e r s e y  S t a t e  H i s t o r i c a l  
Commission and  D r .  J ames  M o r r i s o n  o f  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  E d u c a t i o n  C e n t r e ,  S t .  M a r y ' s  
U n i v e r s i t y .  M r .  Grele,  a l s o  t h e  E d i t o r  of t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  J o u r n a l  o f  O r a l  H i s t o r y ,  
was t h e  f i r s t  t o  s p e a k  a n d  h i s  p a p e r  was e n t i t l e d  " O r a l  H i s t o r y  Deve lopment :  The U n i t e d  
S t a t e s  E x p e r i e n c e " .  M r .  Grele began  by n o t i n g  t h e  somewhat u n i q u e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  o r a l  
h i s t o r y  i n  t h e  U.S., s t a t i n g  t h a t   in B r i t a i n ,  f o r  example ,  a  s t r o n g  t r a d i t i o n  o f  s o c i a l  
h i s t o r y ,  and  e s p e c i a l l y  t h a t  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  w o r k i n g  c l a s s ,  h a s  e x i s t e d .  I n  t h e  U n i t e d  
S t a t e s ,  h e  n o t e d  t h e r e  w e r e  many e l e m e n t s  i n  t h e  movement s u c h  a s  t h e  p o p u l i s t  t r a d i t i o n  
h a r k e n i n g  back t o  t h e  F e d e r a l  Writers P r o j e c t  L i f e  H i s t o r i e s  and  s l a v e  n a r r a t i v e s .  On 
t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  t h e  e l i t i s t  a p p r o a c h ,  a s  d e f i n e d  by Columbia  U n i v e r s i t y ,  a l s o  e x i s t s .  
M r .  Grele e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  t h e s e  p o l a r i t i e s  o f t e n  e n g e n d e r  a  r a t h e r  s t e r i l e  d e b a t e  and  
h e  made t h e  p o i n t  t h a t  i t  d i d  n o t  depend  p a r t i c u l a r l y  o n  who made up t h e  i n t e r v i e w e e  
p o p u l a t i o n  b u t  r a t h e r  w h a t  a p p r o a c h  was t a k e n  by t h e  i n t e r v i e w e r  which d e t e r m i n e d  t h e  
r e s u l t  a s  a n  . e l i t e  o r  n o n - e l i t e  i n t e r v i e w .  H e  s t a t e d ,  a s  a n  e x a m p l e ,  t h a t  o n e  c o u l d  
p r o d u c e  a  ser ies  o f  i n t e r v i e w s  d e s c r i b i n g  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  s o c i e t a l  e l i t e s  by  i n t e r -  
v i e w i n g  b l u e  c o l l a r  e m p l o y e e s  and  u s i n g  c e r t a i n  r e s e a r c h  t a c t i c s .  H e  a l s o  s t a t e d  t h a t  
w i t h i n  t h e s e  p o l a r i t i e s  d i f f e r e n t  movements e x i s t .  I n  t h e  n o n - e l i t e  camp a r e  p r o j e c t s  
which s e e k  t o  document  w o r k i n g  c l a s s  h i s t o r y  o n  v e r y  g e n e r a l  l i n e s  and  t h o s e  which 
c o n c e n t r a t e  o n  community  h i s t o r i e s .  On t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  t h e  e l i t i s t  t r a d i t i o n  is d i v i d e d  
be tween  s u c h  e f f o r t s  a s  t h e  Columbia o r a l  h i s t o r y  p rogram and  t h e  p r e s i d e n t i a l  l i b r a r i e s  
which  a r e  e s s e n t i a l l y  a r c h i v a l  p r o j e c t s  and t h o s e  commiss ioned  by g o v e r n m e n t a l  and  
p r i v a t e  a g e n c i e s  which s e e k  t o  u s e  t h e  o r a l  h i s t o r y  i n t e r v i e w  a s  a  method o f  u n d e r -  
s t a n d i n g  and  i n f l u e n c i n g  g o v e r n m e n t a l  p o l i c y .  F i n a l l y ,  h e  n o t e d ,  t h e r e  e x i s t  many 
p r o j e c t s  d o n e  by l o c a l  h i s t o r i c a l  societies,  p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s ,  s c h o o l  t e a c h e r s  a n d  
s e n i o r  c i t i z e n s '  g r o u p s  which f a l l  be tween  t h e  two  camps. H e  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  s u c h  
p r o j e c t s  d o  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  embrace  h i s t o r y  i t s e l f  a s  t h e  p r i m a r y  g o a l  b u t  may i n s t e a d  
by a i m i n g  a t  a  c r o s s - g e n e r a t i o n a l  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o r  t h e r a p y  f o r  t h e  i n t e r v i e w e e .  M r .  
G r e l e  t h e n  remarked  o n  t h e  s t a n d  t a k e n  by L a r r y  Goodwyn o f  Duke U n i v e r s i t y  who c r i t i -  
c i z e d  o r a l  h i s t o r y  p r o j e c t s  which  c o n c e n t r a t e  s o l e l y  o n  a n  a r c h i v a l  b a s e .  H e  f e l t  t h e s e  
r e p r e s e n t e d  n o t  o n l y  t o o  e x p e n s i v e  a  p r o c e s s  b u t  s u c h  i n t e r v i e w s  were  i n a p p l i c a b l e  t o  
t h e  f u t u r e  and  h e  r a i s e d  t h e  q u e s t i o n  a s  to  what  a u d i e n c e  t h e  n a m e l e s s  a r c h i v a l  
r e s e a r c h e r s  were  c o l l e c t i n g  f o r .  H e  a l s o  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  o n l y  r e s e a r c h  o f  v a l u e ,  a s  f a r  
a s  o r a l  h i s t o r y  was c o n c e r n e d ,  r e l a t e d  t o  t h a t  d o n e  i n  t h e  i n t e r v i e w e r ' s  own g e o g r a p h i c  
a r e a .  Mr. Grele, i n  commenting o n  t h i s  o p i n i o n ,  s t a t e d  t h a t  Mr. Goodwyn's d e s i r e  t o  
l i m i t  e n q u i r y  t o  o n e ' s  own a r e a  would ' e l i m i n a t e  p o t e n t i a l l y  u s e f u l  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  
o t h e r s  m i g h t  wish  t o  h e a r .  I I e  a l s o  f e l t  t h a t  M r .  ~ o o d w y n ' s  s t a t e d  d e s i r e  o f  r e t g r l l i r i g  
o r a l  h i s t o r y  t o  a  s o l e  f u n c t i o n  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  r e s e a r c h  was doomed t o  f a i l u r e  b e c a ' i s e  
o f  th,? v i d e  v a r i e t y  of p r o j e c t s  i n  e x i s t e n c e  and t h e i r  l a c k  o f  c o h e s i o n .  ;.lr- G r e l ~  d i e  
r e m a r k ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  f u n d i n g  a g e n c i e s  may t h e m s e l v e s  p r o v i d e  a n  answer  t o  t h i s  l a c k  

of c o h e s i o n  s i n c e  t h e y  a r e  becoming less  and l e s s  w i l l i n g  t o  fund  j u s t  a n y  ~ r o j e c c  and 
u s u a l l y  wish  t h a t  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  r e c i p i e n t s  a g r e e  t o  p r o d u c e  a  book o r  o t h e r  ~ r o d u c t  
bcCc,re a d o n a t i o n  is  g i v e n .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  O r a l  H i s t o r y  ~ s s o c i a t i o n  i n  t h e  U.S. h a s  
d e v i ~ ~ ? ~ l  ;1 s e t  of s t a n d a r d s  f o r  o r a l  h i s t o r y  r e s e a r c h  and  mors a c a d e m i c  h i s t o r i a n s  a r e  



u s i n g  t h i s  method t h a n  e v e r  b e f o r e .  He c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  t h e  a b o v e  f a c t o r s  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  
t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o n n e c t i o n s  made by t h e  American o r a l  h i s t o r y  movement 
w i l l  c r e a t e  a  more homogeneous a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  t h i s  method t h a n  t h e  s p l i n t e r e d  and  
f a c t i o u s  s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  p r e s e n t l y  e x i s t s .  

The s e c o n d  s p e a k e r  o f  t h e  s e s s i o n ,  D r .  J ames  M o r r i s o n ,  p r e s e n t e d  a  p a p e r  en-  
t i t l e d  "The G r i o t  S p e a k s :  O r a l  H i s t o r y  Methodology  i n  A f r i c a " .  Dr. M o r r i s o n  commenced 
by n o t i n g  t h a t  i n  t h e  1 9 5 0 ' s  o n e  h i s t o r i a n  s t a t e d  t h a t  h i s t o r y  o n l y  began  w i t h  w r i t i n g .  
The s p e a k e r ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  a r g u e d  t h a t  t h i s  l i m i t e d  h i s t o r y  t o  l i t e r a t e  s o c i e t y  a n d  won- 
d e r e d  w h a t  p l a c e  p r e - l i t e r a t e  s o c i e t y  o c c u p i e d  u n d e r  s u c h  r e a s o n i n g  s i n c e  i t s  h i s t o r y  
was a n d  i s  e n t i r e l y  d e p e n d e n t  upon memory. I n  A f r i c a ,  and more p a r t i c u l a r l y ,  N i g e r i a  
w h e r e  D r .  M o r r i s o n  c o n d u c t e d  h i s  work o v e r  a  number o f  y e a r s ,  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  
c o l o n i a l  p e r i o d  s u f f e r e d  d i s t o r t i o n s  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  i m p e r i a l  r u l e .  I t  was t h e r e f o r e  
n e c e s s a r y  t o  r e w r i t e  N i g e r i a n  h i s t o r y  f rom t h e  B r i t i s h  t a k e o v e r  i n  1 9 0 4 ,  and  s i n c e  
p r e - l i t e r a t e  s o c i e t y  d e p e n d s  upon t h e  s p o k e n  word,  o r a l  t e s t i m o n y  became t h e  p r i m a r y  
r e s e a r c h  t o o l  u s e d  t o  r e c t i f y  t h i s  b i a s .  N a t u r a l l y ,  t h i s  method was a l s o  employed t o  
document  p r e - c o l o n i a l  N i g e r i a n  h i s t o r y .  Dr.  M o r r i s o n  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  h i s  work c o n c e n -  
t r a t e d  o n  t h e  p r e - c o l o n i a l  c o n d i t i o n s  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y  and  how t h e s e  c h a n g e d  a f t e r  t h e  
B r i t i s h  t a k e o v e r .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  g r i o t  o r  c o u r t  h i s t o r i a n  i n  a  v i l l a g e  would b e  
h i s  f i r s t  c o n t a c t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  p r e - c o i o n i a l  c o n d i t i o n s .  I f  t h i s  
p e r s o n  was u n a v a i l a b l e ,  h o w e v e r ,  a  c l a n  or f a m i l y  head  was c o n s u l t e d .  D r .  M o r r i s o n  
n o t e d  t h a t  h e  n e v e r  b e g a n  h i s  e n q u i r y  w i t h  p r e s e n t  c o n c e r n s  s i n c e  t h e  l o c a l s  o f t e n  
t h o u g h t  h e  was a  g o v e r n m e n t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  and  would be more t h a n  w i l l i n g  t o  v o i c e  
t h e i r  o p i n i o n s  a b o u t  c u r r e n t  g o v e r n m e n t a l  p o l i c i e s ,  e tc .  Group i n t e r v i e w s  were a l s o  
c o n d u c t e d  w i t h  b e t w e e n  10 t o  30  e l d e r s  o f  a  v i l l a g e .  D r .  M o r r i s o n  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  a  
t a p e  r e c o r d e r  was n o t  u s e d  i n  s u c h  s i t u a t i o n s  b e c a u s e  o f  i t s  d i s t r a c t i n g  i n f l u e n c e .  
I n  a d d i t i o n ,  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  v i l l a g e  c h i e f ,  l i k e  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t ,  was t o  b e  
a v o i d e d  s i n c e  t h e  l o c a l  e l d e r s  o f t e n  d i s t r u s t e d  t h i s  k i n d  o f  l i a i s o n .  They  f e l t  t h a r  
t h e  c h i e f  would d i s t o r t  t h e  v i l l a g e  h i s t o r y  by e x a g g e r a t i n g  h i s  own i m p o r t a n c e  w i t h i n  
i ~ s  c o n t e x t .  The e l d e r s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  w e r e  b e s t  d i s p o s e d  t o w a r d s  i m p a r t i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  
i n  a  g r o u p  a t m o s p h e r e .  D r .  M o r r i s o n  d i d  n o t e ,  however ,  t h a t  p r i v a t e  i n t e r v i e w s  w i t h  
i n d i v i d u a l s  w e r e  s o m e t i m e s  h e l d  a f t e r  a  g e n e r a l  s e s s i o n .  I n  c o n c l u d i n g  h i s  p a p e r ,  Dr. 
M o r r i s o n  s t a t e d  t h a t  o r a l  h i s t o r y  w i t h i n  t h e  A f r i c a n  c o n t e x t  h a s  become l e g i t i m a t e .  
Through  i t s  u s e ,  it h a s  p e r m i t t e d  t h e  g r i o t  t o  s p e a k  and b e  r e a d  b o t h  i n  and o u t s i d e  
t h e  c o n t i n e n t .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  h e  e x p l a i n e d ,  t h e  m e t h o d o l o g y  employed i n  A f r i c a  c a n  b e  
t r a n s p o s e d  t o  t h e  C a n a d i a n  e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h  some a d a p t a t i o n ,  t h u s  d e m o n s t r a t i n g  t h a t  
no  method is  m u t u a l l y  e x c l u s i v e  a n d  t h a t  o n l y  t h r o u g h  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  e x c h a n g e  c a n  t h e  
b e s t  o r a l  r e s e a r c h  s y s t e m  e v o l v e .  

A t  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  o f  t h i s  p a p e r ,  d e l e g a t e s  a d j o u r n e d  f o r  l u n c h .  The f i r s t  
s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  a f t e r n o o n  was e n t i t l e d  " I n n o v a t i o n  i n  ~ o c u m e n t a t i o n :  The R o l e  o f  t h e  
CBC i n  O r a l  H i s t o r y  R e s e a r c h  a n d  Deve lopment"  and  t h e  i n i t i a l  s p e a k e r  was B i l l  I " - I c N e i l ,  
a  CBC b r o a d c a s t e r .  Mr. McNeil began  h i s  t a l k ,  e n t i t l e d  " B r o a d c a s t i n g  O r a l  H i s t o r y " ,  
by e x p l a i n i n g  t h e  b e g i n n i n g s  o f  h i s  f a s c i n a t i o n  w i t h  o r a l  h i s t o r y  and  t r a d i t i o n  w h i l c  
g r o w i n g  up i n  Cape B r e t o n .  H e  t h e n  r e c a l l e d  t h e  s t o r y t e l l i n g  abilities of  f a m i l y  meml~i.rs 
and  n e a r b y  r s s i d e n t s  c o n c e r n i n g  s u c h  e v e n t s  a s  t h e  1909  G l a c e  Bay c o a l  m i n e r s '  s t r i k e .  
Mr. P l c N e i l  c o n t i n u e d  by e x p l a i n i n g  t h a t  h e  c a r r i e d  t h i s  y r o u n d i n q  of o r a l  h i s t o r y  ailri 
t r a d i t i o n  w i t h  him when h e  was h i r e d  bq CI35 Sydney  i n  1950.  IIis i n t e r e s t  i n  thi : .  .~lri?a 
e v e n t u a l l y  p r o d u c e d  a  s e r i e s  o f  i n t e r v i e w s  wi t h  s e n i o r  c  i t  i z e n s  l n  Canada i n  ;,rcl.)ar.; t i r ) t i  

f o r  t h e  C e n t e n n i a l  i n  1 9 6 7 .  '!'l~cse interx:ic.\\r:; t h e n  h e c ~ m t .  t h c  i~clsis Cor ;I c o n t i 1 1 , ~ : i n ~ r  
s e r i e s  e n t i t l e d  V o i c e  o t  tht-. P i o n e e r  w h i c i ~  L-1eq;ili o n  Cl;C rc1dic3 t i i c  s;irntl y c ~ l r  , 111c i  is 
s t i l l  c o n t i n a i n q .  I n  h i s  s o l ~ c r r i c - . n  c r i t e r  i ; ~  f n l  th ,?  pcix;r;lln, :. l r . .  !.ic?Jc~L st ;~i( :~i  t!;.~t. 
Iii. looket i  to: f e ; i t u r c s  t l i ~ t  ; i r t t  d ~ . , ~ m ; l t i c  2:;  v . v i . 1  ,IS ~ : n t e r t ; i i n i n , ~ .  'T t l c  s ~ ~ c ~ ; l k t : ~ :  r.!lt,n 

p r o c e e d e d  t o  p l a l r  s c v c r a l  esccr i7t : i  froin r , c i c c t e l l  V o i c e  t 3 f  ttir I ' i o r ~ ~ e r  i;r-~~,.i~ic,lst:; ~n - - . -- . - - . - - - 
~ . ~ r d c r  tn i l l u s t l - a t e  t h i s  c r  i t c r  i:~. tic a l s o  nc3tt:~l t h c  er l~~c~.- ; l t  i , : l i : , r !  ,tntl a c c ! ~ i v ; ~ l  \!:i L I I , :  



A r c h i v e s .  Mr. M c N e i l  c o n c l u d e d  h i s  p r e s e n t a t i o n  by d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  m e t h o d o l o g y  employed 
w h i l e  work ing  i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  t a p e  r e c o r d e r s  employed f o r  t h i s  p u r p o s e .  

The s e c o n d  s p e a k e r  d u r i n g  t h e  a f t e r n o o n  s e s s i o n  was Mac R e y n o l d s ,  a n  a u t h o r  
and  i n t e r v i e w e r  w i t h  t h e  CBC who p r e s e n t e d  a  p a p e r  e n t i t l e d  " P o l i t i c a l  H i s t o r y ,  O r a l  
H i s t o r y  and t h e  CBC". Mr. R e y n o l d s  i n t r o d u c e d  h i s  p a g e r  by e x p l a i n i n g  t h a t  h e  would 
be d i s c u s s i n g  h i s  work w i t h  b o t h  t h e  MacKenzie-Papineau B a t t a l i o n  v e t e r a n s  and  Tim 
Buck, l e a d e r  o f  t h e  C a n a d i a n  Communist P a r t y .  Wi th  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  MacKenzie-Papineau 
B a t t a l i o n ,  Mr. R e y n o l d s  s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  was n o t  a member o f  t h e  u n i t  and  t h e r e f o r e  
d i d  n o t  s h a r e  t h e i r  e x p e r i e n c e s  d u r i n g  t h e  S p a n i s h  C i v i l  Way. H e  n e v e r t h e l e s s  was 
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e i r  s t o r y  a n d  made p r e l i m i n a r y  a t t e m p t s  t o  c o n t a c t  s e v e r a l  o f  t h e  
v e t e r a n s .  A number w e r e  r e l u c t a n t  t o  r e s p o n d  and M r .  R e y n o l d s  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  s u c h  
r e t i c e n c e  m i g h t  h a v e  c o n t i n u e d  had h e  n o t  b e e n  l a y i n g  t h e  g roundwork  f o r  a  ~ i o g r a p h y  
o f  Tim Buck a t  t h e  t i m e .  M r .  Buck had b e e n  c o n t a c t e d  by M r .  R e y n o l d s  o r i g i n a l l y  f o r  
i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  Communist P a r t y ' s  r o l e  i n  s e n d i n g  members and s y m p a t h i z e r s  
t o  S p a i n .  The s p e a k e r  e x p l a i n e d ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  t h i s  l i a i s o n  d e v e l o p e d  t o  t h e  p o i n t  

where  a  b i o g r a p h y  o f  t h e  l e a d e r  t h r o u g h  t a p e d  i n t e r v i e w s  was a g r e e d  upon.  B e c a u s e  o f  
t h i s  l i a i s o n ,  Mr. Buck r e a s s u r e d  s e v e r a l  o f  t h o s e  v e t e r a n s  who had b e e n  r e t i c e n t  t o  
meet w i t h  blr. R e y n o l d s  t h a t  t h e  i n t e r v i e w e r  c o u l d  b e  t r u s t e d  w i t h  a n y  o r a l  r e c o l l e c -  
t i o n s  o r  o t h e r  m a t e r i a l  t h e y  wished  t o  g i v e  him. When t h i s  word was t r a n s m i t t e d ,  
s e v e r a l  m u l t i p l e  i n t e r v i e w s  r e s u l t e d  a n d ,  l a t e r  o n ,  v e t e r a n s  began  t o  seek t h e  i n t e r -  
v i e w e r  o u t  h i m s e l f .  Mr. R e y n o l d s  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  were  a b o u t  150 v e t e r a n s  l e f t  i n  
Canada and t h a t  t h e y  were d i v i d e d  i n t o  two a g e  g r o u p s .  One o f  t h e s e  had a  mean a g e  o f  
7 0 ,  had had m i l i t a r y  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  World War I a n d  u s e d  t h i s  t o  a d v a n t a g e  i n  S p a i n .  
The s e c o n d  g r o u p  had a  mean a g e  o f  5 0 ,  n o ' m i l i t a r y  e x p e r i e n c e  and  were  g e n e r a l l y  
e i t h e r  i n  t h e  l a b o u r  camps o r  unemployed when t h e y  e n l i s t e d .  Many e n l i s t e d  f rom t h e  
west c o a s t  s i n c e  t h e  c l i m a t e  i n  t h a t  l o c a t i o n  was t h e  mos t  b e n i g n  f o r  unemployed men. 
Mr. R e y n o l d s  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  r e c o r d i n g s  d o n e  w i t h  t h e  v e t e r a n s  h a v e  been  p l a c e d  i n  t h e  
CBC A r c h i v e s .  H e  a l s o  n o t e d  t h a t  h e  worked o n  t h e  a d a p t a t i o n  o f  t r a n s c r i p t s  f rom t h e s e  
r e c o r d i n g s  f o r  a  s t a g e  p l a y  o n  t h e  MacKenzie-Papineau B a t t a l i o n  and t h a t  many o f  t h e  
v e t e r a n s  who were  i n t e r v i e w e d  f o r  t h e  p r o j e c t  were o n  hand t o  w i t n e s s  t h e  p e r f o r m a n c e .  
N i t h  r e g a r d  t o  h i s  work w i t h  Tim Buck, M r .  R e y n o l d s  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  i n t e r v i e w e e  
g a v e  a  d e t a i l e d  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  Communist P a r t y ' s  o r i g i n s  i n  Canada i n  1 9 2 1  and  h i s  
a t t r a c t i o n  t o  and e n l i s t m e n t  i n  t h e  movement. M r .  R e y n o l d s  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  h e  made 
s u r e  t h a t  Mr. Buck g a v e  h i s  r e c o l l e c t i o n s  and  f e e l i n g s  o f  s u c h  i n c i d e n t s  a s  t h e  Naz i -  
S o v i e t  p a c t  and t h e  Khrushchev  r e v e l a t i o n s  d e s p i t e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  Mr. Buck was a t  f i r s t  
r e l u c t a n t  t o  d o  s o .  Mr. R e y n o l d s  a l s o  n o t e d  t h a t  i t  s o o n  became c l e a r  t h a t  M r .  E!-!ci: 
d i d n ' t  want  t h e  i n t e r v i e w e r  o r  a n y o n e  e l s e  i n t e r p r e t i n g  h i s  c a r e e r  a s  G e n e r a l  S e c r t -  
t a r y  o f  t h e  P a r t y  a n d  h e  t h e r e f o r e  d i d  a  l o t  o f  work i n  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  t h e  i n ~ ~ r ' ' i ~ ' ~ ~ ; R -  
Mr. Reynolds  c o n c l u d e d  h i s  p a p e r  by s t a t i n g  t h a t  o n c e  t h e  i n t e r v i e w s  Were c ~ n c l L ~ ~ - l  
t h e  P a r t y  assumed c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  r e c o r d i n g s  and a b i o g r a p h y  was w r i t t e n -  f l ~ , - : L  

- . . .  work was n o t ,  however ,  s a t i s f a c t o r y  t o  ~ r .  Buck and  s e v e r a l  of h i s  a 3 r o c l s r L -  :-" 

e v e n t u a l l y  l e d ,  i n  p a r t ,  t o  t h e i r  e x p u l s i o n  f rom t h e  P a r t y .  

L .  
- . The t h i r d  s p e a k e r  01- t h e  a f t e r n o o n  s e s s i o n  was Robin : ; o e s  r if  -''. '.:" ' ' .  

i n  T o r o n t o ,  whose p a p e r  was e n t i t l e d  " A u r a l  and  O r a l  H i s t o r y  >r< :::: :i: 'L: ;.: :-:.: . ' ' 
. .  . . 

K i t h  I l l u s t r a t i o n s w .  hlr, p ~ o ~ ~ l s  began h i s  p a p e r  by d i s t i n g u i 3 5 i r . :  :,c.:;.~.:: ; -: :: . . - ' ,  
- . .. - 

which  h e  c i e s ~ r i \ > ~ d  a s  h i s t o r i c a l  sound  . r e c o r d i n g s ,  and o r s l  k.i.:C,;r;.  C:'-.:'-" : : : . . - - . . ,. . . . 
( !uals  o r  g r o u p s  \.!lipre t h e  v o c a l  r e c o l l e c t i o n s  r e c o r d e d  a r e  ~ r '  I.::.-.::.:. ,: .:-'.::. 

.: . 1 .  

tll,7t , i ~ l r ; i l  hi: ; tory L J J ~  t i l ~ t  d e s i g n e d  f o r  t h e  e a r  and q a ' j f ,  2: .;.I-. ,-j:.:,-: :'.-, - - : .a .  .. :: . '  
. - 

L f i ~ o ~ i l  incis <,f r;l i i  j(, '),CO;I(jCI?Sts i n  Canada be tween  1913 3rd  19 3. -r?. 1 _C1:*JT.:':'--: . . - -  
- - .  - , -. 

- , . - -  . - -  f!ccsc[ltly num},erk; i ,, ~ 1 , ~  h u n d r e d s  of t h o u s a n d s  and  ai;oldt '2.2 : :::. .: cF.f: '- ' . '  . .  . 
i.c.rn c ~ t ~ l ~ , , , , ~ ~ . ~ ] .  , r .  !goods s t a t e d  t h a t  e b c h  d a y  r e c o r d i n g s  o f  rr.;: 'I;.;:+? . . ;;'l-rr: ~-.:-:c-<: . . 
t : ~  thk, ,\rc!liv,2s ,Incl t h a t  i t  was h i s  hope  t h a t  n o r e  a c c e s s  t o  c s i , ? c t l ~ ?  i & ; l c  :;a: 

~ i ! . c x ~ ~ i ~ ~ ~ l  tc, : ; c t : c , ~ ~ r s  wclrking i n  t h e  a r e a .  He n o t e d  c h a t  o n e  a ; renue c - r r e n t l y  t.-lri- 

t7si)~c~l-17cl w;i.- t~.? c i i p \ j i n g  o f  p o r t i o n s  o f  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  f o r  s t o r 2 g e  ar,a use ir! t h e  



P u b l i c  Arch ives .  M r .  Woods t h e n  d e m o n s t r a t e d  t h i s  r e c o r d e d  f o r m a t  by p l a y i n g  e x c e r p t s  
from, amongst  o t h e r s ,  Prime M i n i s t e r  Mackenzie K i n g ' s  1927 Diamond J u b i l e e  b r o a d c a s t  
and war c o r r e s p o n d e n t s '  r e p o r t s  between t h e  y e a r s  1943-45. A f t e r  t h e s e  r e c o r d i n g s  were 
p l a y e d ,  Mr. Woods e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  i n  1960 t h e  CBC d e c i d e d  t o  c o l l e c t  and p r e s e r v e  t h e  
b e s t  o f  i t s  programming i n  some form o f  h i s t o r i c a l  o r d e r  and t h a t  t h i s  h a s  been done .  
The c r i t e r i a  f o r  s e l e c t i o n  i n c l u d e d  t h e  d e g r e e  o f  c r e a t i v e  e x p r e s s i o n ,  h i s t o r i c a l  
a c c u r a c y  and i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  and s o c i o l o g i c a l  v a l u e .  With r e g a r d  t o  o r a l  h i s t o r y  a s  
a  f u n c t i o n  o f  programming,  M r .  Woods s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  i n t e r v i e w  o f  t h i s  t y p e  on 
r e c o r d  was t h a t  o f  a  s u r v i v o r  o f  t h e  Bi rkenhead  d i s a s t e r  i n  1856 which i n v o l v e d  t h e  
s i n k i n g  o f  a  Royal  Navy t r a n s p o r t  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  Cape Hor?. A p o r t i o n  o f  t h i s  
i n t e r v i e w ,  r e c o r d e d  i n  1941 ,  was t h e n  p l a y e d .  Mr. Woods no ted  t h a t  d u r i n g  t h e  1 9 6 0 ' s  
t h e r e  was a  p e r i o d  o f  a b o u t  f i v e  y e a r s  where t h e  CBC deve loped  a n  o r a l  h i s t o r y  program 
o u t s i d e  o f  i t s  r e g u l a r  b r o a d c a s t i n g  a c t i v i t i e s .  The f i r s t  segment  o f  t h i s  c o n s i s t e d  o f  
a p p r o x i m a t e l y  twen ty  h o u r s  o f  t a p e  w i t h  v e t e r a n s  o f  t h e  Boer War. T h i s  was f o l l o w e d  
w i t h  a  v a r i e t y  o f  o t h e r  o r a l  h i s t o r y  p r o j e c t s .  By t h e  end o f  t h e  d e c a d e ,  however,  
f u n d s  f o r  t h i s  t y p e  o f  o u t s i d e  a c t i v i t y  were no  l o n g e r  a v a i l a b l e .  The re  were a  few 
e x c e p t i o n s  t o  t h i s  p o l i c y ,  one  be ing  "The Voice  o f  t h e  P i o n e e r "  which i s  s t i l l  broad-  
c a s t .  M r .  Woods conc luded  h i s  p r e s e n t a t i o n  by s p e c u l a t i n g  on  t h e  f u t u r e  r o l e  o f  t h e  
CBC A r c h i v e s ,  i ts programming component and a  new i n i t i a t i v e  a t  t h e  c o r p o r a t i o n  
e n t i t l e d  "Ven tu re s "  which w i l l  h o p e f u l l y  c r e a t e  and s t r e a m l i n e  m a t e r i a l  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  
impor t ance  a s  w e l l  a s  p r e s e r v e  i t  and make i t  a c c e s s i b l e  t o  s c h o l a r s  and t h e  g e n e r a l  
p u b l i c .  

T h i s  conc luded  t h e  Tuesday a f t e r n o o n  s e s s i o n  whereupon d e l e g a t e s  boarded  p u b l i c  
t r a n s i t  f o r  a  t o u r  and r e c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  Mon t r ea l  ~ i l i t a r y  and Mar i t ime  Museum on I l e  
S t e .  HklGne. 

On Wednesday morning ,  t h e  f i r s t  s e s s i o n  was e n t i t l e d  "New D i r e c t i o n s  i n  O r a l  
H i s t o r y  Research" .  The f i r s t  s p e a k e r ,  S t e w a r t  Davidson o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  O t t awa ,  
p r e s e n t e d  a  p a p e r  e n t i t l e d  " P i o n e e r s  i n  P h y s i c a l  E d u c a t i o n  and S p o r t  i n  Canada".  
Dr. Davidson began h i s  p a p e r  by n o t i n g  h i s  i n i t i a l  d u b i o u s  o p i n i o n  of  o r a l  h i s t o r y ,  
a n  o p i n i c n  which g r a d u a l l y  changed when t h e  method was i n t e g r a t e d  w i t h  o t h e r  s o u r c e s  
i n  h i s  work on  p h y s i c a l  e d u c a t i o n  and s p o r t  i n  Canada. The s p e a k e r  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  he  
i n t e r v i e w e d  f i f t y  p i o n e e r s  i n  t h e  f i e l d  f o r  h i s  s t u d y  and t h e s e  have  been t r a n s c r i b e d ,  
i n d e x e d ,  c a t a l o g u e d  and d e p o s i t e d  i n  t h e  P u b l i c  A r c h i v e s .  H e  no t ed  t h a t  t h e  s t u d y  o f  
s p o r t  w i t h i n  Canada ' s  e d u c a t i o n a l  sys t em h a s o n l y b e e n  a  r e c e n t  phenomenon w i t h i r ,  t h e  
s c h o l a r l y  community d e s p i t e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i t  h a s  had a n  i m p o r t a n t  i n f l u e n c e  on  Canad izn  
s o c i e t y ,  e s p e c i a l l y  on  s h a p i n g  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  sys t em i t s e l f .  Dr. Davidson c o n t i n u e d  
by s t a t i n g  t h a t  he  unde r took  c o n s i d e r a b l e  p r e l i m i n a r y  s t u d y  o f  t h e  e v e n t s  o r  t r e n d s  
i n  Canadian  s p o r t s  h i s t o r y  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  be i m p o r t a n t  and t h e n  matched i n d i v i d u a l s  
t o  t h e s e  e v e n t s  i n  which t h e y  p l a y e d  a  l e a d i n g  r o l e .  The s p e a k e r  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  many 
e v e n t s  o r  themes r e c e i v e d  t r e a t m e n t  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  r o l e  p l a y e d  by t h e  YMCA and YWCA, 
t h e  development  o f  t h e  Canada Winter  and Summer Games and t h e  v a r i o u s  l e g i s l a t i v e  a c t s  
t h a t  have  a f f e c t e d  s p o r t .  The s p e a k e r  t h e n  p roceeded  t o  d e s c r i b e  h i s  o r a l  h i s t o r y  
methodology and fo l lowed  t h i s  by d i s c u s s i n g  a  number o f  h i s  f i n d i n g s .  He s t a t e d  t11.1t 
i n  t h e  y e a r s  a f t e r  I ior ld  \Jar I ,  o n l y  t h e  Margare t  Ea ton  Schoo l  i n  T o r o n t c  and b l c G i l L  

U n i v e r s i t y  i n  Mon t r ea l  o f f e r e d  p h y s i c a l  e d u c a t i o n  c o u r s e s  and t h e s e  were o n l y  open t o  
women. An e s c e r p t  from a  t a p e  r e l a t i n g - t o  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of  t h e  Eaton  S c h o o l  was 
t h e n  p l a y e d .  Dr. Davidson a l s o  ment ioned  r e s e a r c h  done  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  
P r o t e s t a n t  and C a t h o l i c  sc i ioo l  s y s t e m s  i n  t h e  P r o v i n c e  oC Quebec.  fIe d i s c o v e r e d  tiiLlt 
d i i f e r e n c e s  between t i le  two s y ~ s t e m s  were p a r t i c u l a r l y  n o t a b l e  w i th  reclaril t o  ti-IQ 
p t i ) r s i c a l  e d u c a t i o n  PrncjrJrns o f  e a c h .  'l'tie P r o t e s t a n t  sc t ioo l  sys t em w;ls l w t t e r  i.niii,wi,,! 
w i th  f a c i l i t i e s  ~ n d  teacher: ;  ~ n c l ,  i n  f a c t ,  i t  was n o t  u n t i l  1950 t t i~ i t  ~!x!.mnazluni:; , I ; :  

sucii were ititroilucccl i n t o  t h e  C a t h o l i c  s c h o o l  sys t cm.  Dr. D ~ v i c l s ~ l n  !iott.ii .I:; w e l l  t . 1 : ~  

i n t e r17 icw done  w i t h  a  p i o n e e r  p h y s i c a l  eclucator  i n  n n r t h c r n  O n t a r i i )  \;li~o 1); t : ; : ;c~~l  L I  I C > I I ~ :  
h i s  knowledqc clnd c n c o u r a ~ ~ e r n e n t  t o  inany ot iiis s t u c i e n t s ,  s c v c r ; i l  of I,:!!L~III L ; L I ~ J : ; ~ C ~ L I ~ I I ~  1 ) .  



became p h y s i c a l  e d u c a t i o n  t e a c h e r s  t h e m s e l v e s .  Dr.  Davidson  c o n c l u d e d  h i s  p a p e r  
by s t a t i n g  t h a t  t h e  employment o f  o r a l  h i s t o r y ,  a t  l e a s t  i n  t h e  c u r r e n t  i n s t a n c e ,  
p r o v i d e d  a n  e x t r a  d i m e n s i o n  t o  h i s  s t u d y ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  i ts  " raw"  r e c o r d e d  fo rm a s  
opposed  t o  t h e  t r a n s c r i p t i o n s  o f  t h e  t a p e s .  

The s e c o n d  s p e a k e r  o f  t h e  f i r s t  morn ing  s e s s i o n  was G a 6 t e n  G e r v a i s  o f  
L a u r e n t i a n  U n i v e r s i t y  whose p a p e r  was e n t i t l e d  "The F r a n c o - O n t a r i a n  I n s t i t u t e ' s  O r a l  
H i s t o r y  P r o j e c t " .  M.  G e r v a i s  p r e f a c e d  h i s  r e m a r k s  by s t a t i n g  t h a t  t h e  F r a n c o - O n t a r i a n  
I n s t i t u t e  c o n d u c t e d  t h e  f i r s t  p h a s e  o f  t h e i r  p r o j e c t  d u r i n g  t h e  summer o f  1 9 7 9  a n d  
t h a t  i t  was h i s  i n t e n t i o n  t o  d e s c r i b e  t h e  p a r a m e t e r s  o f  r e s e a r c h  a n d  t h e  m e t h o d s  u s e d  
t o  c o n d u c t  same. M. G e r v a i s  s t a t e d  t h a t  r e s e a r c h  f o r  t h e  p r o j e c t  c o n c e n t r a t e d  o n  t w o  
main themes :  t h e  r e d i s c o v e r y  o f  t h e  d a i l y  l i f e s t y l e  o f  a n o t h e r  time and t h e  work h a b i t s  
and  a t t i t u d e s  w i t h i n  t h e  s o c i a l  h i s t o r y  o f  F r a n c o - O n t a r i a n s .  M. G e r v a i s  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  
t h e  g e o g r a p h i c  bounds f o r  s u c h  r e s e a r c h  was l i m i t e d  t o  c e n t r a l  n o r t h e r n  O n t a r i o  and 
t h a t  t h i s  c o n s i s t e d  o f  a b o u t  f o u r  h u n d r e d  i n t e r v i e w  h o u r s  w i t h  h u n d r e d s  o f  i n f o r m a n t s .  
The s p e a k e r  n o t e d  t h a t  i n  o r d e r  t o  a c c o m p l i s h  t h i s ,  a  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  s y s t e m  o f  f i l i n g  
and  i n d e x i n g  was implemented  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  employment  o f  a  f a i r l y  d e t a i l e d  
q u e s t i o n n a i r e .  M.  G e r v a i s  c o n c l u d e d  h i s  p a p e r  by s t a t i n g  t h a t  o n c e  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  
t h e  p r o j e c t  a r e  f u l l y  documented ,  it i s  hoped t h e  r e s u l t i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  w i l l  p r o v i d e  
a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  p i c t u r e  o f  t r a d i t i o n a l  F r a n c o - O n t a r i a n  s o c i e t y  a s  b r o k e n  down i n t o  i t s  
i d e o l o g i c a l ,  s o c i a l ,  c u l t u r a l  a n d  r e l i g i o u s  components .  

The f i n a l  s p e a k e r  oT t h e  f i r s t  m o r n i n g  s e s s i o n  was David M i l l a r  o f  t h e  U n i v e r -  
s i t y  o f  Winnipeg whose p a p e r  was e n t i t l e d  " O r a l  H i s t o r y  and S o c i a l  H i s t o r y :  R e s e a r c h i n g  
Women, Labour  and  t h e  F a m i l y " .  Dr. M i l l a r  e x p l a i n e d  a t  t h e  o u t s e t  o f  h i s  p r e s e n t a t i o n  
t h a t  i t  was i n t e n d e d  more a s  a  r e v i e w  o f  r e c e n t  t r e n d s  i n  s o c i a l  h i s t o r y ,  e s p e c i a l l y  
t h a t  i n v o l v i n g  work ing  men and  women, t h a n  it was a  r e p o r t  o n  t h e  s p e a k e r ' s  own 
r e s e a r c h  and f i n d i n g s  i n  t h i s  a r e a .  D r .  M i l l a r  p r o c e e d e d  t o  d i v i d e  h i s  p r e s e n t a t i o n  
i n t o  f i v e  p a r t s ,  f o c u s i n g  i n i t i a l l y  o n  u n i o n  h i s t o r y ,  t h e n  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  unorgan-  
i z e d ,  women a s  p a i d  and u n p a i d  w o r k e r s ,  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h e  f a m i l y  i n  t h e  a b o v e  
s u b j e c t  a r e a s  and  f i n a l l y  new f r o n t i e r s  f o r  r e s e a r c h ,  i n c l u d i n g  r u r a l  h i s t o r y  and  t h e  
h i s t o r y  o f  s m a l l  towns .  The s p e a k e r  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  r e s e a r c h  a r e a s  l i s t e d  
w e r e ,  i n  f a c t ,  n o t  t h a t  d i f f e r e n t  o n  c l o s e r  i n s p e c t i o n  and s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  move t o  
i n t e g r a t e  s t u d i e s  s u c h  a s  t h o s e  d e a l i n g  w i t h  p a i d  a n d  u n p a i d  f e m a l e  l a b o r e r s  and  u n i o n  
and non-union w o r k e r s  s h o u l d  b e  c o n t i n u e d  and  e n c o u r a g e d .  Dr. M i l l a r  p o i n t e d  t o  r e c e n t  
f i n d i n g s  i n v o l v i n g  w o r k i n g  c l a s s  women which  d i s p e l l e d  t h e  a s s u m p t i o n  t h a t  t h e y  were 
a l l  r e l a t i v e l y  u n s k i l l e d  and n o t  m a c h i n e - o r i e n t a t e d  or t h a t  t h e y  r e m a i n e d  p a i d  w o r k e r s  
o n l y  u n t i l  t h e y  were  m a r r i e d  and  c o u l d  s e t t l e  down. S i m i l a r l y ,  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h e  
f a m i l y  and  e s p e c i a l l y  k i n s h i p  t i e s  t o  l a b o u r  r e c r u i t m e n t  and o r g a n i z a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  
u n d e r g o i n g  c r i t i c a l  a s s e s s m e n t  r e c e n t l y  a n d ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  D r .  M i l l a r ,  s h o u l d  s e r v e  t o  
d e m o n s t r a t e  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  i n t e g r a t i o n  o f  t h e s e  s u p p o s e d l y  u n r e l a t e d  f a c t o r s  w i t h i n  
t h e  s o c i a l  h i s t o r y  c o n t e x t .  The s p e a k e r  c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  t h e  u s e  o f  o r a l  h i s t o r y  a s  a  
r e s e a r c h  t o o l  was and is c r i t i c a l  t o  t h e s e  d i s c o v e r i e s  and new t r e n d s  a n d ,  when com- 
b i n e d   wit!^ c l u a n t i t a t i v e  d a t a ,  s h o u l d  r e s u l t  i n  a  r e d e f i n i t i o n  o f  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  wal- 
i n  wnlch 1 a b 0 ~ 1 r  h i s t o r y  is v iewed .  

Thc secirnd s e s s i n t ~  on LJeclnesday, morn ing  was e n t i t l e d  " I n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r l .  
Tec i?n i~ lue t ;  i i i  t!~t. o r a l  [ l is torx;  o f  ~ a J 3 0 u r  and B u s i n e s s " .  The f i r s t  s p e a k e r  ~f 5n.i 

S ~ > i i ~ i ~ , n  \.]as D r .  J i m  ' i 'urk o f  t i l e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  T o r o n t o  whose t o p i c  was "Sur -J i ' l inq  t h e  
Sc~!i! :,:,II-: ,\ (.,IL:,' : ; t~ ! ( l l .  U n i t e d  E l e c t r i c a l  Workers  o f  C a n a d a " .  C r .  T 7 ~ r k  be?ar,  
! -~i  .; ;~ . !~>~. : r  i),!. c:ii>LLl';ll ] . I ~ , J  t j l c ; i  < ~ u c ~ ~ I c !  1940 ' 5  and e a r l y  1 9 5 0 ' ~ ~  anti-comir,unis;r. ifi 

t!1!1 ~ ' , : : l , i ~ l  i . ~ ! l  L . 1 1  'i,, 1 ! 1 1 1 3 ~ l ' m C ~ t  r( : .~cIied ;f f e v e r  p i t c h .  T h i s  c o i n c i d e d  w i t h  e::entc i n  t h e  
i 1 1 1 i ~ : ~ :  :;t..it.~:; ? , ~ I I C ~ ~ '  L - , : L ) L C S S ~ O ~  WJS more s e v e r e .  I t  was a time when l e f t - i . i i n g  e i e ~ ~ n t s  
i r l  \ ' . i i l , i ,  i  in 1  ti,::,^^ ! $cc;linc t h e  t a r g e t  o f  g o v e r n m e n t a l  and p r  i v a t e  a t t a c k s .  Lef t -1 ,~ing 
I l r l  i , ' , ~  I #..l,iC..r I I Y > ~ I .  j l i ~ r ~ j c d ,  inembcrsnip r e s t r i c t i o n s  i n t r o d u c e d  and l e f t - w i n g  un i i jns  . . 
t : I .  \ '::,I jo~- { c x c c p t i o n  t o  c i i i s  purcje was t h e  U n i t e d  E l e c t r i c a l ,  i i a d i o  anc? 



Machine Workers  (UE) .  Dr.  Turk  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  t h e  u n i o n  n e v e r t h e l e s s  s u f f e r e d .  
I ts  Q u e b e c  wing was d e c e r t i f i e d  and  i t s  membersh ip  n a t i o n w i d e  d i p p e d  f rom 2 1 , 0 0 0  i n  
t h e  l a t e  1 9 4 0 ' s  t o  1 9 , 0 0 0  by  t h e  e a r l y  1 9 5 0 ' s .  I t  d i d ,  however ,  s u r v i v e ,  and  d i d  s o  
d u e  t o  a  number o f  r e a s o n s .  The s p e a k e r  s t a t e d  t h a t ,  i n  t h e  f i r s t  i n s t a n c e ,  t h e  u n i o n  
s t r e s s e d  r a n k  a n d  f i l e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  f r o m  i t s  i n c e p t i o n  i n  1 9 3 7 .  I t  r e c o g n i z e d  t h e  i m -  
p o r t a n c e  o f  t h e  s t e w a r d s '  c o u n c i l s  and  t h e  m e e t i n g s  t h e r e o f  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  c o n n e c t i o n  
be tween  t h e s e  c o u n c i l s ,  t h e  u n i o n  l e a d e r s h i p  a n d  t h e  r a n k  and  f i l e .  S e c o n d l y ,  t h e  u n i o n  
p u b l i s h e d  more l e a f l e t s  a n d  p a m p h l e t s  t h a n  o t h e r  u n i o n s  and  t h e s e  c o n t a i n e d  s o c i a l  a n d  
economic  a n a l y s i s  o f  p r e s e n t  c o n d i t i o n s .  D r .  Turk  s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  f o c u s e d  h i s  s t u d y  o n  
f o u r  l o c a l s - - H a m i l t o n ,  P e t e r b o r o u g h ,  B r o c k v i l l e  a n d  T o r o n t o .  Z'wo o f  t h e s e  p l a n t s  were 
o p e r a t e d  by  G e n e r a l  E l e c t r i c ,  o n e  by  W e s t i n g h o u s e ,  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  by P h i l l i p s .  The  
s p e a k e r  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  t h e  UE had  a n  a n n u a l  c o n v e n t i o n  a n d  many m e e t i n g s  and  t h a t  i t s  
s t r u c t u r e ,  a s  n o t e d  a b o v e ,  was v e r y  d e m o c r a t i c .  The u n i o n  l e a d e r s h i p  made s u r e  n e v e r  
t o  d i s a g r e e  i n  p u b l i c  b u t  worked o u t  t h e i r  d i f f i c u l t i e s  i n  c l o s e d  s e s s i o n s .  I t  a l s o  
f o l l o w e d  g r i e v a n c e s  j u d i c i o u s l y  a n d  t r i e d  t o  a v o i d  s t r i k e s .  I f  t h e s e  w e r e  u n a v o i d a b l e ,  
t h e  u n i o n  a t t e m p t e d  t o  l i m i t  t h e s e  t o  t h e  l o c a l  l e v e l  s i n c e  it r e c o g n i z e d  t h a t  s t r i k e s  
c o u l d  p r o v e  e x t r e m e l y  damaging .  D r .  Turk  s t a t e d  t h a t  d u r i n g  t h e  h e i g h t  o f  t h e  communis t  
w i t c h - h u n t  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l o c a l  which  was c e n t e r e d  i n  t h a t  
c o u n t r y ,  a t t e m p t e d  t o  p u r g e  t h e  UE l e a d e r s h i p  i n  Canada .  T h i s  p r o v e d  u n s u c c e s s f u l  and  
was d u e  i n  p a r t  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  " r e d  c r a z e "  was l ess  s e v e r e  i n  Canada t h a n  t h e  
U.S.A. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h e  o f f i c i a l s  and  s h o p  s t e w a r d s  o f  t h e  u n i o n  had become 
h a r d e n e d  and  a d e p t  a t  h a n d l i n g  r e d - b a i t i n g  t a c t i c s  and  c h a r g e s  a n d  t h e  r a n k  and  f i l e  
became u s e d  t o  h e a r i n g  o f  o r  b e i n g  s u b j e c t e d  t o  s u c h  a t t a c k s .  H e  a l s o  n o t e d  t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  w h i l e  t h e  Communist  P a r t y  was p r e v a l e n t  t o  a n  e x t e n t  w i t h i n  t h e  u n i o n ,  a  demo- 
c r a t i c  s t r u c t u r e  p r e v a i l e d .  D r .  Turk  t h e n  commented o n  t h e  r o l e  o r a l  h i s t o r y  p l a y e d  
i n  h i s  s t u d y  a n d  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h i s  f o r m  o f  r e s e a r c h  h e l p e d  t o  overcome t h e  enormous  
b i a s  o f  w r i t t e n  e v i d e n c e  p r o d u c e d  by t h e  u n i o n .  L e a f l e t s  and  m i n u t e s  o f  m e e t i n g s  i n d i -  
c a t e d  t h e  r e s u l t  of d e c i s i o n s  b u t  n o t  a n y  d i s p a r i t y  which  e x i s t e d  o n  t h e  r o a d  t o  t h o s e  
d e c i s i o n s .  Newspaper r e p o r t s  w e r e  o f t e n  n o t  s y m p a t h e t i c  and  t r u m p e t e d  company p o l i c y .  
The s p e a k e r ,  however ,  d i d  s t a t e  t h a t  h e  had d i f f i c u l t i e s  i n  u s i n g  t h e  method .  The f i r s t  
o f  t h e s e  was who t o  i n t e r v i e w .  A l i s t  o f  s h o p  s t e w a r d s  a c t i v e  i n  t h e  1 9 4 0 ' s  a n d  1 9 5 0 ' s  
was f o l l o w e d  u p  a n d  i t  was d i s c o v e r e d  t h a t  two  t h i r d s  o f  t h e s e  men had p a s s e d  away. 
T h i s  c o n f r o n t e d  t h e  s p e a k e r  a t  t h e  o u t s e t  w i t h  a  s y s t e m a t i c  b i a s .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  o f  t h e  
o n e  t h i r d  s a m p l e  l e f t ,  o n l y  t h o s e  who had b e e n  i n v o l v e d  i n  e v e n t s ,  e i t h e r  o n  o n e  s i d e  
o r  t h e  o t h e r ,  c o u l d  b e  r e l i e d  upon. And f i n a l l y ,  o f  t h e s e  f e w ,  i t  had t o  b e  remembered 
t h a t  t h e  i n t e r - u n i o n ,  i n t r a - u n i o n  a n d  management-union b a t t l e s  o f  t h e  l a t e  1 9 4 0 ' s  and 
e a r l y  1 9 5 0 ' s  w e r e  v e r y  b i t t e r ,  t e n d e d  t o  r e c a l l  s e n s i t i v e  a r e a s ,  a n d  o f t e n  p r o v o k e d  
b l a c k  and  w h i t e  r e c o l l e c t i o n s .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  when combined  w i t h  e x t e n s i v e  a r c h i v a l  
r e s e a r c h ,  " l e n g t h y  i n t e r v i e w s  w i t h  p a r t i c i p a n t s  show how t h e  s t r u c t u r e  and  o p e r a t i o n  
o f  t h e  u n i o n ,  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  e l e c t r i c a l  i n d u s t r y  and i ts  work p r o c e s s ,  and t h e  
c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e  a t t a c k  o n  t h e  UE, a l l o w e d  i t  t o  a v o i d  t h e  f a t e  o f  s i m i l a r  u n i o n s  
d u r i n g  t h e  C o l d  War p e r i o d " .  

The s e c o n d  and  f i n a l  s p e a k e r  o f  t h e  s e s s i o n  was G i l  L e v i n e  o f  t h e  C a n a d i a n  
Union o f  P u b l i c  Employees  whose p a p e r  was e n t i t l e d  "Document ing  P u b l i c  S e c t o r  Uninn 
Growth:  The R o l e  o f  O r a l  H i s t o r y " .  The s p e a k e r  began  h i s  t a l k  by s t a t i n g  that. h e  had 
b e e n  on f u l l  t i m e  s t a f f  w i t h  C.U.P.E. s i n c e  i ts  f o u n d a t i o n  i n  1 9 6 3 .  AS s u c h ,  he 13:;- 

p l a i n e d  t h a t  h e  wanted  t o  document  o n  t a p e  t h o s e  who were  i m p o r t a n t  t o  t h e  Union1:; 
f o u n d i n g  a n d ,  t o w a r d s  t h a t  g o a l ,  h a s  been  i n t e r v i e w i n g  i n d i v i d u a l s  f i t t i n g  t h i s  
d e s c r i p t i o n  s i n c e  1 3 7 7 .  He c c ~ n t i n u c c l  I>y s t a t i n g  t h a t  t h e  m ~ t e r i a l  h a s  been  pl;ic;?rl r i i  

t h e  P u b 1 . i ~  A r c h i \ r e s  f o r  u s e  t.!r r e s e a r c h e r s  d e a l  in<! w i t h  l ; i t - l o ~ ~ r  h i s t o r y .  c!n t h a t  tc\;i i n  
i t s + l f ,  t h e  s p e a k e r  c ~ ~ i n m ~ n t ~ c l  t h ; i t  t h e  s t u t l y  G I  1;11)0i1r j.1istc11-tzr 1 ~ : ;  ii~crc.:~:;t:~.I L!L:L-I:I . :  t.!~,: 
g ~ s t  ciec;~cle. I t s  c c 7 n c e n t r a t i u n ,  ilow~.:ver, h a s  I7c7cn o n  ~ ! ~ i v . i t ~ ~  u n i i ~ n t ;  2nd n i l t  t ~ i c  j > ! l l l i ~ ( :  

s e c t o r .  S i n c e  t h i s  s e c t o r  r c p r c s e n t s  t h e  I ~ ~ r g c s t .  ~ i i i i c j l  t? i) lc\ck or u n i o n s  i l l  i ' . ! i l , i , l , i  , i t .  
t h e  s p e a k e r ' s  o p i n i o n  t h ; ~ t  siicli i i i : ; tnrti .  s l i o u l ~ l  LIP wr i ? - t c l n  .incl ; ! i s s c ~ l ~ i n . i  t ~ ~ i .  !it. .i!:;,, 

f e l t  (.lncl, i n  h i s  s t u d y ,  c a r r i c ~ d  i n t ~ l  a c t i o n ) ,  t h a t  i t  \ J C ~ > S  not nccess ; j ry  t~ i r ; t cc l l i t , \ i  



r e s p o n d e n t s  l o n g  a f t e r  a  p a r t i c u l a r  e v e n t  o r  s e r i e s  o f  e v e n t s  o c c u r r e d  s o  a s  t o  e n s u r e  
t h e  p r o p e r  amount o f  de tachment  and o b j e c t i v i t y .  I t  was h i s  c o n t e n t i o n  t h a t  i n t e r v i e w s  
shou ld  be conducted  w h i l e  e v e n t s  were c u r r e n t  and n o t  decades  a f t e r w a r d .  He t h e n  
p o i n t e d  t o  h i s  own example,  s t a t i n g  t h a t  h e  was a  p a r t i c i p a n t  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  which 
he  r e s e a r c h e d  and ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  a  d i s a d v a n t a g e ,  h e  f e l t  t h i s  t o  be a n  advan tage .  The 
s p e a k e r  t h e n  r e f e r r e d  t o  some background i n f o r m a t i o n  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  h i s  s t u d y  and 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  C.U.P.E. was formed i n  1963 a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  merger  o f  
two p u b l i c  s e c t o r  unions- - the  N a t i o n a l  Union o f  P u b l i c  Employees w i t h  a  membership of  
50,000 and t h e  N a t i o n a l  Union o f  P u b l i c  S e c t o r  Employees w i t h  a  membership o f  30,000.  
H e  noted  t h a t  l e a d e r s h i p  e l e m e n t s  i n  t h e  two un ions  had engaged i n  b i t t e r  d e b a t e ,  w i t h  
each  f a c t i o n  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  domina te  t h e  o t h e r  bo th  b e f o r e  t h e  merger  and a f t e r ,  up t o  
1967. A decade  a f t e r  a  f i n a l  p e a c e  had been e s t a b l i s h e d ,  t h e  s p e a k e r  began t o  i n t e r v i e w  
t h e  p r i n c i p a l  i n d i v i d u a l s  on bo th  s i d e s  and found t h a t  t h e  b i t t e r n e s s  had d i s s i p a t e d  
d u r i n g  t h e  i n t e r v e n i n g  decade .  The speake r  t h e n  r e i t e r a t e d  h i s  b e l i e f  t h a t  i n t e r v i e w s  
shou ld  be conducted  a s  c l o s e  a s  p o s s i b l e  t o  t h e  e v e n t  o r  s e r i e s  o f  e v e n t s  i n  q u e s t i o n .  
He t h e n  concluded h i s  p r e s e n t a t i o n  w i t h  a  p r o f i l e  o f  P a t r i c k  Lenihan w i t h  whom he  
r eco rded  twen ty  hour s  o f  t a p e ,  c h a r t i n g  h i s  h i s t o r y  and p r o g r e s s  from t h e  I r i s h  
R e b e l l i o n  o f  1917 t o  h i s  membership i n  t h e  I W W  i n  t h e  1 9 2 0 ' s  and h i s  e x p e r i e n c e  a s  
a  union  and Communist P a r t y  o r g a n i z e r  d u r i n g  t h e  Depres s ion  and ,  f i n a l l y ,  h i s  i n v o l v e -  
ment w i t h  p u b l i c  s e c t o r  u n i o n i z a t i o n  i n  t h e  1 9 4 0 ' s  and t h e  N a t i o n a l  Union of  P u b l i c  
Employees. M r .  Levine  s t a t e d  t h a t  L e n i h a n ' s  " c a r e e r  r e f l e c t s  bo th  t h e  r o o t s  o f  t h e  
p u b l i c  s e c t o r  un ions  i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y  and t h e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f  o r a l  h i s t o r y " .  

T h i s  concluded t h e  Wednesday morning s e s s i o n s .  A f t e r  l u n c h ,  d e l e g a t e s  a t t e n d e d  
a  j o i n t  s e s s i o n  h e l d  i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  Canadian F o l k l o r e  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  e n t i t l e d  
" O r a l  H i s t o r y  and L i f e  H i s t o r i e s n .  The f i r s t  p a p e r s  p r e s e n t e d  were from members o f  
Memorial U n i v e r s i t y ' s  F o l k l o r e  Department  and t h e y  were,  c o n s e c u t i v e l y ,  Mar t in  Love- 
l a c e ,  " O r a l  H i s t o r y  and t h e  Mythology o f  Newfoundland S e t t l e m e n t " ;  L a u r e l  Douce t t e ,  
" A p p l i c a t i o n  o f  F o l k l o r e  i n  H i s t o r i c a l  Resea rch" ;  J a n e  Duns ige r ,  " O r a l  H i s t o r y :  Its 
A p p l i c a t i o n  i n  C r o s s - C u l t u r a l  Research" .  The f i n a l  pape r  of  t h e  s e s s i o n  was p r e s e n t e d  
by Debra Meeks o f  Mount S t .  V incen t  U n i v e r s i t y  who met w i t h  t h e  C.O.H.A. b u t  r e a d  he r  
s t u d y  i n  t h i s  s e s s i o n  because  o f  i t s  f o l k l o r e  c o n n e c t i o n .  The t i t l e  o f  h e r  pape r  was 
" S t a n l e y  C o l l i n s  and H i s  D ia ry  o f  Songs".  She began h e r  pape r  by d e s c r i b i n g  S t a n l e y  
C o l l i n s  a s  a  s i n g e r - s o n g w r i t e r  from S c o t s v i l l e ,  Cape Bre ton ,  who h a s  composed ove r  
f o r t y  songs  i n  a  t r a d i t i o n a l  manner. I n s p i r e d  d u r i n g  h i s  t e e n  y e a r s ,  pe rhaps  because  
bo th  h i s  n a t u r a l  and adop ted  f a m i l y  were m u s i c a l ,  S t a n l e y ' s  c o m p o s i t i o n s  r e f l e c t  t h e  
l i f e s t y l e s  and envi ronment  a round t h e  community of  S c o t s v i l l e .  The s p e a k e r  gave  a n  
example o f  t h i s  by r e f e r r i n g  t o  "The Beer B a r r e l  Wedding", a  C o l l i n s  compos i t i on  t h a t  
was w r i t t e n  a b o u t  t h e  good t i m e  t h e  S c o t s v i l l e  peopze  had a t  a  l o c a l  wedding r e c e p t i o n .  
B e s i d e s  t h e  g a i e t y  o f  some e v e n t s ,  t h e  more sombre s i d e  o f  l i f e  was a l s o  p o r t r a y e d ,  
such  a s  t h e  t r a g i c  d e a t h s  o f  l o c a l  peop le .  The speake r  s t a t e d  t h a t  C o l l i n s  composed 
a  number o f  t h e s e  i n  b a l l a d  form u s i n g  t r a d i t i o n a l  s t r u c ~ u r e  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  a  c0mnon 
s t o c k  of  themes and images t o  f l e s h  o u t  t h e  s t r u c t u r e .  ~ o l l i n s  d i d  d e p a r t  somewhat 
from t h e  c o n v e n t i o n a l  model i n  s u b t l e  ways bu t  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  form remained a  ease 
i n  h i s  compos i t i ons .  The s p e a k e r  concluded he r  p J p e r  by s t a t i n g  t h a t  C o l l i n s  s h o u l e  
be a p p r e c i a t e d  a s  both  a n  a r t i s t  and a s  an  alnateur f o l k  h i s t o r i a n  becaucc  h i s  sor . r=  
r e f l e c t  bo th  tile t r a d i t i o n a l  f o l k  song s t y l e  and t h e  l i f e  o f  t h e  c o ~ . m u n i t ?  i n  ';:-lcr 
he l i v e d .  

T h i s  ended t h e  s e s s i o n  fo rma t  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e .  4:CG ?.?I. ~ ? . 6  

A s s c 3 r  i ; ~ t i i , t ~  he ld  i t s  [ j u s i n e s s  meet in9  and t h e  c o n f e r e n c e  wzs brou?-t  5Ef  i c i z i l y  - ,  

t o  3 -Lose. It \gas f e l t  t h a t  t h e  s e s s i o n s  had been s u c c e s s f u l  on t h e  whole tnc Z::.? 

e s p c r i e n c c  n i  meeting i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  Learned S o c i e t i e s  was deemed r,;~rt?:- 
w h i l e .  Goth ttkc new e x e c u t i v e  and t h e  d e l e g a t e s  e x p r e s s e d  t h e i r  a n t i c i p a t i o n  of 
meet inq  a8iai t1 w i t h  t h e  Learned S o c i e t i e s  a t  Da lhous i e  U n i v e r s i t y  i n  June  of  1381.  

Gary K .  Hughes 
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