
Vol~ilne 33 of 01-crl Histoi?1 I;olwnz biings readers a variety 
of articles from across Canada, the ~~or th ,  the centre. the east and 
the west. The autl~ors have focused 011 politicians, teachers. natives, 
and immigrants, drawing information fro111 long ago and from the 
contemporary world of oral history research. Taken as a whole. 
their work bespeaks vigorous ongoing activity among Canada's 
oral histol-inns. 

Peter Geller's active commitment to the use of oral history 
and oral tmdition in his nortlieni Manitoba post-secondary wol-It 
has led to meaningf~~l interaction 011 many levels. It lias also given 
iise to a pso~nisii~g undertaking, Honeltwe. described in its initial 
stages in this volume. "Many Stories, Many Voices" depicts an 
important arena of activity for a southern audience. 

"The Future of the Past" is a title that 11oIds several layers 
of meaning. For inore than a quarter of a century, the Multicultural 
History Society of Ontario has callied out its mandate to record aiid 
prese~ve the history of the many groups of Canadian i ~ ~ i ~ n i g r a ~ ~ t s .  
Fensing the loss of those experiences and worlcing toward effective 
 reservation, storage 2nd dissemination i~ietl~ocls, the MHSO 
acc~imulated a giant treasure trove of oral history tapes and 
accompanying mateiials. Hilal-y Chance and Lillian Petroff depict 
its work over the years and its current exciting plans to create an 
Oral History Museum. 

A J I ~ L I S  MacLean served as Premier of Prince Edward 
Island during a brief but pivotal period starting in 1979 and then 
qt~ietly slipped fsom view. Ryan O'Connor's thorougli study of 



MacLean's ascent to power. his policies. and llis colleagues is 
based on extensive interviews with inany who knew MacLean 
well. MacLean's colleagues and friends offer tape recorded 
insights. placed in context by 0'Connor7s pai~lstaking 1-esearch in 
newspapers. speech texts and secondary sources. This is a useful 
study for P.E.I. and mode111 Canadian political history. 

Kristina Llewellyll offers a considered analysis of two 
felninist approaches and comes to the co~lclusio~l that both 
perspectives have something to offer to oral historians. 111 the many 
studies based 011 i~lterviews with teachers. there is evidence that 
both the n m t o r  and the interviewer bring a viewpoint. What is 
actually said, what is "really" meant. and what can explain both? 
Inte~pretations spring from tl~eolies or assumptions, or both. 
Llewellyn asks that we take the insights from various theoretical 
camps in order to develop maximum understanding of women's 
complex expesiences i11 education. 

As Anilco Vwpalotai outlines her uses of oral history in a 
rural settllg. readers see that she was educating fiiture teachers as 
well as herself. and cross-pollinating the 1nany gro~i l )~ wllose 
expertise sometimes escapes city clwellers. From the farm tours to 
the exchange oP ideas and solutions. "Education in Rural 
Comm~~nities" is based on the interviews and infor~nation sessio~ls 
she has come to value highly. 


